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«La isla bonita» Sencillo de Madonnadel dlbum True BlueLado B «La isla bonita» (Instrumental)Publicacién 25 de febrero de 1987Formato 7" 12"Grabacién 1986Género(s) PopDuracion 4:02Discografica Sire Warner Bros.Autor(es) Madonna Patrick Leonard Bruce GaitschProductor(es) Madonna Patrick LeonardCronologia de sencillos de Madonna
«Open Your Heart» (1986) «La isla bonita» (1987) «Who's That Girl» (1987) Videoclip «La isla bonita» en YouTube. [editar datos en Wikidata] «La isla bonita» es una cancién interpretada por la cantante estadounidense Madonna, incluida en su tercer album de estudio, True Blue (1986). Fue publicada como el quinto y dltimo sencillo del album el 25
de febrero de 1987 por la compania discografica Sire Records. También figur6 en los grandes éxitos The Immaculate Collection (1990) y Celebration (2009). Compuesta como una elegia, una version instrumental de la cancién se le ofrecié en un primer momento a Michael Jackson, si bien fue Madonna quien la acepté finalmente y escribié la letra con
Patrick Leonard. «La isla bonita» es el primer tema de la artista con influencia latina y presenta arreglos de percusién cubana y guitarras espafiolas, ademdas de maracas, armodnica y una combinacion de percusién sintética y tradicional. La letra describe una «isla bonita» y, segun la propia Madonna, es un tributo a la belleza de los latinos. En términos
generales, obtuvo resefias positivas de los criticos y periodistas musicales e incluso fue incluida en varias listas de las mejores canciones de Madonna. Desde el punto de vista comercial, llegé a los puestos mas altos en las listas de paises como Austria, Canadd, Francia, Alemania y Suiza. Fue su cuarto sencillo en llegar al primer puesto en el Reino
Unido, lo que hizo que superara el récord de la artista con mayor cantidad de sencillos nimero uno; por su parte, en los Estados Unidos llegé al cuarto lugar de la lista Billboard Hot 100. En el videoclip que acomparfia la canciéon, Madonna representa a dos personajes diametralmente opuestos: una nifia santurrona y una apasionada latina; el estilo
latino y el traje de flamenca rojo que us6 marcaron tendencia mdas adelante. El tema esta entre los mas interpretados en vivo por la cantante y figuré en ocho de sus giras mundiales, la Gltima de las cuales fue en The Celebration Tour (2023-2024). Lo interpreté frecuentemente en su forma espafiola, a veces junto con canciones tribales o folcléricas y
remezclas. Desde su lanzamiento, numerosos artistas han versionado este tema, entre ellos la cantante francesa Alizée para su dlbum de 2007 Psychédélices. La cantante pudo haberse inspirado en la playa de San Pedro de Cayo Ambergris, en Belice, para componer la cancion «La isla bonita» fue compuesta por Patrick Leonard y Bruce Gaitsch,
quienes la ofrecieron a Michael Jackson para su dlbum Bad, pero la rechazé;[1] Leonard recordd: «Quincy me llamo y me dijo, "quiero algo al estilo de Sade para Michael". No le gusto [la cancidon], asi que se la presenté a Madonna y si le gust6».[2] Mientras trabajaba con Leonard en True Blue, acepté la cancién y reescribié la letra, lo que le
permitiria ganar crédito como coautora.[3] Fue el primer tema en el que Madonna usé contenidos espafioles y hasta incorporo versos en espafiol, tematica que apareceria nuevamente a lo largo de su carrera en las letras de «Who's That Girl» (1987), «Spanish Eyes» (1989), «I'm Going Bananas» (1990), «Veras», versién en espanol de «You'll See»
(1995), «Be Careful (Cuidado con mi corazén)», a dio con Ricky Martin (1999), «Lo que siente la mujer», la versién en espanol de «What It Feels Like for a Girl» (2001), «Sorry» (2005), «Spanish Lesson» (2008) y «Medellin» (2019), una colaboracién con el cantante colombiano Maluma.[4][5][6] Leonard detallé cémo él y Madonna hablaron por
teléfono con una empleada doméstica de ascendencia hispana para poder tener las traducciones correctas de algunas de las letras.[2] Segun la cantante, «los ritmos latinos a veces dominan nuestras canciones fieles al tempo, es como si estuviéramos poseidos. [Leonard y yo] pensamos que fuimos latinos en otra vida».[7] Ademas, explic6: Me encanta
la musica en espanol. Me encantan los Gipsy Kings. Son tan buenos. Y me encanta el canto espafol. Cuando vivi en Nueva York durante tantisimos anos, escuchaba constantemente salsa y merengue. Es la muisica que sonaba en la radio de todo el mundo en la calle.[8] Aunque la cancién fue concebida como una elegia dirigida a la mitica isla conocida
como Cayo Ambergris, en la ciudad de San Pedro,[5] durante una entrevista con Rolling Stone, la cantante aclaré que no sabia dénde se ubicaba San Pedro: «En esa época yo no era una persona que fuera de vacaciones a islas hermosas. Pude haber estado camino al estudio [de grabacién] y haber visto una rampa de salida para San Pedro».[9]
Madonna describié el tema como su tributo a «la belleza y el misterio de la gente de Latinoamérica».[10][5] «La isla bonita» es una cancién de pop con un estilo espafiol y es uno de los trabajos colaborativos entre Madonna y Patrick Leonard mas caracteristicos. Combina el sonido de diferentes instrumentos, como tambores cubanos, guitarra
espafiola, maracas, armonica y percusion tradicional y sintética. Por otra parte, estd compuesta en la tonalidad de do# menor, en un compas de 4/4, como la mayoria de las canciones del género y posee un tempo de 95 pulsaciones por minuto.[11] El registro vocal de Madonna abarca dos octavas, de sol3 a do5 y comienza con una introduccién
instrumental que presenta un tambor cubano, antes de hacer entrada la percusién sintética combinada con la guitarra espaifola. Madonna canta dentro del mismo registro.[11] Tras el segundo estribillo, hay un interludio de guitarra donde la voz de Madonna llega al fa¢ menor en el verso I want to be where the sun warms the sky («Quiero estar donde
el sol calienta el cielo») y luego baja a do# menor cuando canta Loves a girl («ama a una chica»). Hay otro interludio instrumental con armdnica y la cancién, tras otro estribillo, finaliza con la voz susurrante de Madonna, que repite «El dijo que te ama».[11] EI tema posee cuatro versos cantados en espafiol, algo que Madonna incorporaria luego en su
sencillo de 1987 «Who's That Girl». Al principio, Madonna representa a una turista que reza para «que los dias duren, se fueron tan pronto» y simultdneamente, pone distancia entre ella y los latinos, al denominarlos «ellos» en el verso You can watch them go by («Los puedes ver pasar»).[12][13] En su libro Women and popular music, la escritora
Sheila Whitley afirmé que el estribillo hace énfasis en el cautivador participio en presente (Tropical the island breeze, all of nature wild and free, this is where I long to be, «La brisa tropical de la isla, toda la naturaleza salvaje y libre, aqui es donde anhelo estar»). La cancion tiene connotaciones de suplica, aunque su verdadero sentido se encuentra
en el estribillo.[14] El titulo y el primer verso del tema hacen referencia a una isla llamada San Pedro, considerada por algunos el Cayo Ambergris en Belice, ya que una ciudad importante de alli se llama San Pedro.[15] Sin embargo, Gaitsch mencioné que, en aquellos tiempos, Madonna solia pasar tiempo en un poblado estadounidense del mismo
nombre, y la cantante y su por entonces marido, Sean Penn, eran amigos cercanos de un poeta llamado San Pedro y del novelista Charles Bukowski.[16] Madonna no ha clarificado la cuestién en ninguna entrevista; en su lugar, se refirié al tema como un tributo a Latinoamérica y su gente, asi como a la isla y a ella misma.[17] Madonna interpretando
«La isla bonita» en su gira The Girlie Show World Tour de 1993 En una resefia del album The Immaculate Collection, David Browne de Entertainment Weekly compard la cancion con la forma de moverse de Carmen Miranda en MTV.[18] Por su parte, Sal Cinquemani de Slant Magazine, en una opinion del album True Blue, dijo que era una de las
mejores, mas influyentes y atemporales entre las canciones de Madonna.[19] El escritor Maury Dean la elogié en su libro Rock 'n' Roll Gold Rush: «Madonna tararea una cancién de cuna espafola. El romance florece entre las acogedoras hojas de palmera, las canciones mds rudas hacen que la mayoria de los hombres se encojan de hombros».[12]
Rikky Rooksby, autor de The Complete Guide to the Music of Madonna, considerd que tenia «un aire escapista».[20] En Public Women, Public Words, Dawn Keetley la clasificé como una de las canciones que mejor capturan las emociones de Madonna.[21] William McKeen la describié como «tranquila» y dijo que «con el estilo imaginativo de Up on the
Roof escapa del ruido de la ciudad, esa clase de dulces con sabor latino a los que Blondie nunca se pudo resistir».[22] Jude Rogers, de The Guardian, dijo que era «un éxito que brilla intensamente con el verano, que incluye las primeras guitarras de la era balear y algunos deliciosos guifios al mercado del pop latino».[23] Ken Barnes de Creem escribio
que si bien no era «Open Your Heart», su «cadencia reflexiva trascendia con calidad los clichés de América Latina».[24] Paul Schrodt de Slant Magazine la ubicé en la décima quinta posicién del conteo que ordend todos sus sencillos, y menciond que «el arreglo astutamente complejo de Leonard —guitarra espafola, congas [y] maracas— le dio un
dinamismo a la musica de Madonna que finalmente borré la creencia, basada en sus inicios musicales, de que [ella] era una pop-tart artificial salida del Danceteria».[25] Carlos del Amo, de la agencia de noticias espanola EFE, lo consider6 uno de los mejores temas de Madonna.[26] Louis Virtel, de NewNowNext, escribio: «Uno de los temas mas
atemporales de Madonna es, sin duda, "La Isla Bonita", un recuerdo suave y sonador del utépico San Pedro. Como [cancién de] romance, es conmovedor, y como reflejo personal, es hermoso».[27] Chuck Arnold de Entertainment Weekly la incluyé en el lugar 19 de la lista de sus mejores sencillos, y la llamé «sin duda una de las canciones mas bonitas
que Madonna haya hecho». Agrego6 que, explorando el pop latino mucho antes de que se pusiera de moda, «inspir6 todo, desde su propio "Who's That Girl" hasta "Alejandro" de Lady Gaga».[28] Jon Pareles del New York Times la consider6 una de las canciones de amor «mas amigables» de Madonna, y Don McLeese del Chicago Sun-Times opiné que
era la mejor y la mas memorable del dlbum.[29][30] Will Lavin, del sitio web Joe, dijo que suena como el «cruce entre un videojuego de Commodore 64 y una cancién de Carlos Santana».[31] El periddico digital Hoy Bolivia opind que «Madonna podria ser considerada la primera diva del pop en atreverse al crossover, o al menos lo hizo timidamente en
'La Isla Bonita' uno de los temas en spanglish méas recordados de los ultimos tiempos».[32] Por su parte, Sal Cinquemani de la revista Slant la llamé «un clasico».[33] Joey Guerra de Houston Chronicle, en una resefia de la gira Sticky & Sweet Tour, manifesté que se trataba de una cancién auténticamente retro,[34] y Marty Racine, del mismo
periddico, opind que fue la méas destacada del album.[35] Los Angeles Daily News, en un articulo sobre el estilo musical de Madonna, aseguré que «La isla bonita» era una cancién que «da la bienvenida».[36] En marzo de 2008, Sebas E. Alonso de Jenesaispop lo incluy6 en el puesto 24 de su lista de los cuarenta mejores temas de la artista, y comento:
«A pesar de que no sabemos en qué contexto meter un sintagma como "la isla bonita", la melodia en el estribillo es una de las mas hermosas que ha cantado Madonna».[37] Diez afios después, el mismo autor volvié a incluirlo en el sexto puesto de los 60 mejores de la artista, en conmemoracion por su 60.2 cumpleaiios; al respecto, declaré que era «un
'sleeper' monstruoso en el que brillan un estribillo precioso, un puente celestial y la calida interpretacion, sosegada y tranquila como una confortable siesta».[8] En conmemoracién al 60.° cumpleanos de Madonna, Joe Morgan, del sitio Gay Star News, la ubicé en el puesto 35 de sus 60 mejores canciones, llamandola «divertida».[38] Steve Morse de
The Boston Globe, por su parte, la llamé una de las méas «lindas» de Madonna.[39] Bianca Gracie de Billboard la calificé en el décimo cuarto lugar de las 100 mejores canciones de la artista y declaré que era una de las mas romanticas de su catdlogo. Afiadié: «Este sencillo de True Blue combina maracas, congas y [una] guitarra espafiola que te
transporta de inmediato a la paradisiaca isla ficticia. Pero la mejor parte de "La isla bonita" es la voz madura y exuberante de Madonna, que fue una sorprendente desviacién de la "voz de helio" que se hizo famosa en "Like a Virgin" y "Lucky Star"».[40] Will Lavin, del sitio web Joe, la incluy6 en el tercer puesto de sus diez mejores canciones; declaré
que era «realmente buena» y que «demostré otra parte de su diverso repertorio diverso y dejo claro que era mas que una simple cantante de pop».[31] Del portal Medium, Richard LeBeau escribié que «su incorporacion de letras en espanol y diversos instrumentos (incluidas guitarras y tambores cubanas) hacen de esta una de las canciones mas
Unicas y memorables de su catalogo».[41] Alejandra Torrales, del sitio web mexicano Sopitas, comentd que «["La Isla Bonita]» se sale de todo el concepto que [Madonna] vino manejando durante tres discos. ¢Por qué? Desde un principio si, suenan los sintetizadores y de hecho esté ese loop que jamds cambia y al cual se cubre con ritmos de teclados,
guitarras acusticas espafiolas, tambores cubanos, maracas, armoénicas y la voz relajada de Madonna. Un poco de samba pero sin olvidar su base: la electrénica».[42] La revista Queerty la llamé «una de las gemas mas brillantes de su carrera inicial»,[43] Guillermo Alonso, de la edicién espanola de Vanity Fair, lo destacé como el vigésimo cuarto mejor
sencillo de la cantante y comenté: «Lo que esta cancion ha dejado como testamento es una de las bases mas reconocibles de los aflos ochenta. [...] Y el hito de describir como ningun otro tema el enamoramiento de un lugar».[44] Una resefia menos positiva provino de Justin Chadwick, del portal Albumism, quien la llamé «cursi» y «artificial».[45] «La
isla bonita» debutd en el puesto nimero 56 y alcanzd su posicién mas alta en el cuarto lugar del Billboard Hot 100 en mayo de 1987.[46][47] Ademads, fue el segundo sencillo nimero uno de Madonna en la lista de adulto contemporaneo, luego de «Live to Tell» en 1986.[48] Se convirtié en su undécimo top cinco, algo solo alcanzado por The Beatles y
Elvis Presley, a quien la cantante superd en 2008 con «4 Minutes».[49][50] En el ranking Hot Dance Music/Maxi Singles Sales alcanzo6 el nimero uno.[51] En Canad4, la canciéon debuté en el nimero 74 en la lista de la revista RPM el 4 de abril de 1987,[52] y llegd a la cima de la lista tras diez semanas el 6 de junio.[53][54] Asimismo, en la lista anual
de ese ano, se coloco en el nuimero 22.[55] En el Reino Unido, «La isla bonita» estuvo en la cima de las listas britdnicas durante dos semanas y se convirtié en su cuarto sencillo en ubicarse en el primer puesto.[56] Madonna se convirti6 en la artista femenina con méas sencillos nimero uno en las listas britanicas en la historia, un récord que ha
mantenido hasta la fecha.[57] Recibié un disco de oro otorgado por la British Phonographic Industry, por la venta de 400 000 unidades.[58] Segun la Official Charts Company, la canciéon ha vendido 435 000 copias.[59] «La isla bonita» fue la primera cancion de Madonna en llegar al nimero uno en Francia, donde pasé tres semanas en dicha posicion
en julio de 1987.[60] EI Syndicat National de 1'Edition Phonographique le otorgé un disco de oro por la venta de 500 000 copias, y continiia siendo el sencillo de Madonna con mayor cantidad de ventas en Francia, con un total de 771 000 copias vendidas.[61] En Europa, se convirti6 en el cuarto nimero uno del 4lbum True Blue y permanecié en la
cima de la lista European Hot 100 Singles durante tres semanas en 1987.[62] La canciéon también encabezé las listas en Suiza, Bélgica y Austria y los cinco primeros puestos en Irlanda, Italia, Paises Bajos, Noruega y Suecia.[63][64]1[65][66]1[671[68][69] Bill Lamb, de Dotdash.com, colocé al tema en el cuarto puesto en Top 40/Pop de la cantante.[70] El
video musical se grabé en Los Angeles bajo la direccién de Mary Lambert, quien habia trabajado previamente con la cantante en «Borderline», «Like a Virgin» y «Material Girl».[71] En él, Benicio del Toro encarna a uno de los personajes. Se estrené mundialmente por MTV el 6 de marzo de 1987 y estuvo durante 20 semanas consecutivas como el mas
solicitado, un récord sin precedentes en aquel entonces.[72] Comienza con un grupo de latinos bailando en un barrio espaiiol, observados por Madonna desde una ventana. En el video, la artista interpreta a dos personajes: una mujer catodlica vestida con un estilo masculino y una bailarina de flamenco con trajes coloridos.[10] Los personajes son
opuestos y esto se enfatiza en los ambientes tan diferentes que rodean a ambos; en primer lugar, el video muestra una habitacién escasamente decorada con un altar e imagenes de hombres hispanos en la pared. Madonna interpreta a una chica piadosa, palida, con una enagua blanca y el pelo corto peinado hacia atras. Llora en su habitacién y hace
caso omiso a la invitacién de los latinos de la calle a unirse con ellos. La austeridad y la pasividad del primer personaje contrasta vivamente con la pasion y la actividad del segundo. Como bailarina, lleva un vestido rojo voluminoso y extravagante al estilo espafol y décollage, con una abertura en la falda que deja ver sus piernas y claveles rojos en el
pelo y, como complemento a esto, estd en una sala de color rojo brillante con velas y candelabros del mismo color. Mientras que la Madonna espiritual y sumisa observa a los latinos y reza en su habitacién, la Madonna apasionada baila y abandona su cuarto para unirse en la calle con ellos.[73] Si bien ambos escenarios sugieren que los personajes de
Madonna viven en el barrio y son latinos, la representacién de la cantante en los planos donde baila, donde se ve su «exuberante belleza, llamativa y colorida», contrastan con los latinos en la calle, vestidos con ropas gastadas. La artista baila y hasta coquetea con ellos, pero no se involucra realmente; en la tltima escena, Madonna baila fuera de la
pantalla.[74] El video muestra el vinculo entre la cultura latina y el catolicismo: los dos personajes simbolizan el lado sobrio y apasionado de la religion catdlica, que el autor Rettenmund ha descrito como la forma de Madonna de ver este tema.[75] Los latinos del video representan al estereotipo de las personas por quienes nadie en el mundo se
preocupa; adultos desempleados, niflos que no asisten a la escuela y un barrio que esta en la miseria.[76] Sin embargo, la critica aprecié el video por su utilizaciéon de la moda hispana como un icono de la belleza y el romanticismo. Collen McDanell, en el libro Material Christianity, sefalod el uso de objetos catolicos en el video, tales como portavelas y
relicarios.[77] El escritor Douglas Kellner comentd: «Tal "multiculturalismo" y sus acciones transculturales han resultado ser estrategias sumamente exitosas que la hardn ser querida por un publico joven muy diverso».[78] El estilo espanol de Madonna en el video se volvié popular y se reflejé en las tendencias de la moda de aquel entonces en la
forma de boleros, polleras con tablas y rosarios y crucifijos a modo de accesorios.[79] De Vanity Fair, Juan Sanguino la acusé de apropiacién cultural y sefialé que «parece mas una guiri borracha en la feria de abril que una bailaora, pero al menos tuvo el rigor de dejarse crecer las cejas».[80] Figuré en los recopilatorios The Immaculate Collection
(1990) y Celebration: The Video Collection (2009).[71][81] Véase también: Actuaciones en directo de Madonna Las actuaciones del tema en el Drowned World (arriba) y Confessions Tour (abajo) Madonna interpretd «La isla bonita» en siete de sus giras mundiales: Who's That Girl (1987), The Girlie Show (1993), Drowned World (2001), Confessions
(2006), Sticky & Sweet (2008-09), Rebel Heart (2015-2016) y Madame X Tour (2019-2020). También canté el tema en el concierto benéfico Live Earth en Londres. En su gira de 1987, Who's That Girl, «La isla bonita» se presenté en la parte del encore del concierto. Madonna sali6 al escenario con un brillante vestido flamenco de color rojo, como en el
video, y cantd el tema acompafiada de sus coristas Niki Haris, Donna De Lory y Debra Parson; también se incluyé un baile latino con Angel Ferreira. Se pueden encontrar dos actuaciones diferentes de esta gira en los videos Who's That Girl - Live in Japan, filmado el 22 de junio de 1987 en Tokio, Japdn,[82] y Ciao Italia: Live from Italy, rodado el 4 de
septiembre de 1987 en Turin, Italia.[83] En la gira The Girlie Show World Tour (1993), la cantante interpreté el sencillo tras «I'm Going Bananas», de I'm Breathless (1990). Vestia una camisa a rayas blancas y negras mientras que Haris y De Lory usaban un conjunto similar, pero en negro y rojo; uno de los musicos caminaba con el torso desnudo
tocando la guitarra acustica. El concierto en Sidney, Australia, fue grabado y la pista se incluy6 en el album en video The Girlie Show - Live Down Under.[84] Durante el Drowned World Tour (2001), la artista, que canté «La isla bonita» en el segmento latino del concierto, llevaba un vestido negro con un pantalén, cabello recogido y tocaba una
guitarra espanola. Le pedia al publico que se le uniese mientras cantaba «olé ola» con la cancién.[85] La actuacion del tema en el concierto del 26 de agosto en el Palace of Auburn Hills se incluy6 en el album en video Drowned World Tour 2001.[86] Madonna interpretando «La isla bonita» durante sus giras Sticky & Sweet (arriba) Y Rebel Heart Tour
(abajo) Durante el concierto benéfico Live Earth de 2007, Madonna interpretd el tema y se le unieron miembros del grupo de punk gitano Gogol Bordello para una versién «loca» de baile country.[87] Anteriormente, Gogol Bordello habia trabajado con ella en su gira Confessions Tour (2006), donde interpreté una remezcla dance y tribal del tema con
aportes de Eugene Hiitz y Sergey Ryabtsev, integrantes de la banda. En dicha gira, Madonna aparecio en el escenario con el pelo suelto, vestida con un leotardo blanco y purpura, y comenzé a cantar el tema. En mitad de la interpretacién, aparecieron sus bailarines, quienes caminaron junto a la artista a lo largo del escenario cantando el estribillo, y
al final la artista se acostaba en el escenario. Ademads, las pantallas mostraban un paraiso tropical semejante a la isla San Pedro mencionada en la cancién.[88] La actuacién en Londres se grabd y la pista se incluyd en su segundo album en vivo The Confessions Tour.[89] El tema se agreg6 al repertorio de la gira Sticky & Sweet Tour (2008-09) como
parte del segmento gitano del espectaculo, junto con la banda Arkady Gips y la cancion folk romani-gitana «Lela Pala Tute». En la presentaciéon, Madonna usé un vestido corto muy ajustado de color negro y botas de cafia alta con perlas rosas fluorescentes y un collar. Junto a «Lela Pala Tute», hubo una fiesta callejera mediterranea con bailarines
griegos, otro tema gitano llamado «Doli, Doli» y una interpretacién flamenca solista.[90] Uno de los conciertos en Buenos Aires, Argentina se grabd y el sencillo se incluyé en su tercer album en vivo Sticky & Sweet Tour.[91] Madonna canté una version de estilo flamenco de la cancién en su gira Rebel Heart Tour (2015-2016); para la actuacion,
contact6 a una empresa de sastreria espafola de Zaragoza, para que le fabricaran dos trajes de luces, una capa y trajes espanoles de estilo torero para el resto de sus bailarines.[92] En su resefia del concierto en la ciudad de Montreal, Jordan Zivitz del Montreal Gazette elogio la actuacion por ser «una de las pocas [canciones] que conservo su forma
original».[93] La actuacion de «La isla bonita» en esta gira se incluy6 en el quinto album en directo de Madonna, Rebel Heart Tour, publicado en 2017.[94] E1 27 de julio de 2017, la canté en la gala anual de recaudacion de fondos del actor Leonardo DiCaprio en Saint-Tropez, Francia.[95][96] Para la gira de 2019-2020 Madame X Tour, Madonna canté
un mashup de estilo chachachéa de «La isla bonita» y «Crazy», de su decimocuarto album de estudio Madame X.[97]1[98] Antes de comenzar la actuacién, se quité un guante como homenaje a Rita Hayworth en la pelicula Gilda (1946) y dijo: «Este es mi estriptis. Es lo més extremo que haré esta noche».[98] Véanse también: Anexo:Albumes tributo a
Madonna y Canciones de Madonna interpretadas por otros artistas. El tema ha sido versionado por artistas como Alizée (izquierda) y Ricky Martin (derecha) «La isla bonita» ha sido versionada por numerosos artistas. La banda System of a Down interpreté partes del tema con la guitarra en sus conciertos.[99] Ademas, en 1999, Deetah us6 elementos
de la cancién en su sencillo «El paraiso rico».[100] Por otro lado, se utilizaron samples de «La isla bonita» en la cancién «Spanish Fly» (2000) de Black Rob con Jennifer Lopez y se incluy6 en su dlbum Life Story (2000).[101] En 2004, el rapero Mase interpolé partes de un sample del estribillo en su cancién «My Harlem Lullaby».[102] La cantante
francesa de pop Alizée interpretd «La isla bonita» durante sus primeras giras promocionales por Europa en 2003. En 2008, se grabd una nueva version de estudio y figuroé en la versién especial de su tercer album de estudio, Psychédélices (2007), en México. Asimismo, ha llegado a convertirse en el primer sencillo de Alizée en llegar a los diez
primeros puestos en el airplay de la lista nacional mexicana, mientras que alcanzé la segunda posicién en su pais nativo, Francia.[103] Fue interpretada por la banda finlandesa de power metal Twilight Guardians para su cuarto dlbum de estudio Sin Trade, de 2006, y el cantautor estadounidense de acid folk Jonathan Wilson grabo una version para el
album recopilatorio y tributo a Madonna Through the Wilderness (2007).[104][105] En 2007 la banda argentina Kumbia Queers grabd «La isla con chicas», una versién en género tropipunk del tema para su primer album Kumbia Nena!.[106] Adema4s, la cantante estadounidense Britney Spears grabd una cancién titulada «Love 2 Love U», que contiene
muchos samples de «La isla bonita».[107] Esta version se filtr6 el 2 de diciembre de 2011.[107] Figurd una versién del tema en la serie estadounidense Glee, en el episodio «The Spanish Teacher», interpretada por el cantante puertorriqueino Ricky Martin y por la actriz estadounidense Naya Rivera, que encarna al personaje Santana Lopez.[108] Esta
version alcanzd los puestos 93 y 99 en las listas Canadian Hot 100 y Billboard Hot 100, respectivamente.[109][110] En el episodio «The Father, the Son, and the Holy Fonz» de la serie estadounidense Padre de familia, cuando se habla de Madonna al final, el personaje de Peter Griffin la llama mentirosa por cantar sobre un lugar inexistente («La isla
bonita») y dice que no lo podia encontrar en un mapa.[111] Por su parte, Perez Hilton realizé una parodia del tema en 2010.[112] Sencillo de 7"[113]N.°TituloDuraciéonl.«La isla bonita»4:012.«La isla bonita» (Instrumental Remix) 4:20 Maxisencillo de 12"[114]N.°TituloDuraciénl.«La isla bonita» (Extended Remix) 5:282.«La isla bonita» (Instrumental)
6:53 Posicionamiento en listas Pais (Lista 1987) Mejorposicién Alemania (GfK Entertainment Charts) 1[115] Australia (Kent Music Report) 6[116] Austria (O3 Austria Top 40) 1[65] Bélgica Flandes (Belgian VRT Top 30) 3[64] Canada (RPM) 1[53] Espafia (PROMUSICAE) 8[117] Estados Unidos (Billboard Hot 100) 4[47] Estados Unidos (Adult
Contemporary) 1[48] Estados Unidos (Hot Dance Music/Maxi Singles Sales) 1[51] Europa (European Hot 100 Singles) 1[62] Finlandia (Yleisradio) 18[118][A] Francia (SNEP) 1[60] Irlanda (Irish Singles Chart) 2[66] Islandia (RUV) 1[119] Italia (FIMI) 18[120] Nueva Zelanda (Recorded Music NZ) 5[67] Noruega (VG-lista) 5[67] Paises Bajos
(Dutch Top 40) 2[68] Reino Unido (UK Singles Chart) 1[56] Suecia (Sverigetopplistan) 3[69] Suiza (Swiss Hitparade) 1[63] [~ A]: Ingresoé a la lista en 2009 debido a las descargas digitales. Pais (Lista 1987) Posicién Austria (O3 Austria Top 40) 6[121] Canadda (RPM) 22[55] Estados Unidos (Billboard Hot 100) 58[122] Estados Unidos (Adult
Contemporary) 34[123] Estados Unidos (Hot Dance Music/Maxi Singles Sales) 42[124] Paises Bajos (Dutch Top 40) 13[125] Italia (FIMI) 94[126] Suiza (Swiss Hitparade) 2[127] Certificacion de ventas Pais (organismocertificador) Certificacién Alemania (BVMI) Oro[128] Francia (SNEP) Oro[61] Japdn (RIAJ) Oro[129] Reino Unido (BPI) Oro[58]
Madonna: composicién, produccién, voz. Bruce Gaitsch: composicion, guitarras (espafiola y acustica) Patrick Leonard: composicién, produccién, programacion de tambor, teclado. Johnathan Moffett: tambores. Paulinho da Costa: percusién. Michael Verdick: mezcla, ingeniero. Adaptado de las notas del album.[130] Sencillos nimero uno de los anos
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American singer Madonna from her third studio album True Blue (1986). Patrick Leonard and Bruce Gaitsch created it as an instrumental demo and offered it to singer Michael Jackson, who turned it down. When Leonard met Madonna to start working on True Blue, he played the demo for her. Madonna came up with the title, wrote the lyrics and
produced the song with Leonard. It is her first song with Latin influences. Its instrumentation features flamenco guitar, Latin percussion, maracas, and includes four lines sung in Spanish. The lyrics talk of an island named San Pedro, whose location has been debated. Madonna said the song was her tribute to Latin Americans. Upon its release as the
fifth and final single from True Blue on February 25, 1987, "La Isla Bonita" received generally positive reviews from music critics, who praised its Latin-inspired sound. Retrospective reviewers ranked the song as one of Madonna's best, and it features on her compilation albums The Immaculate Collection (1990) and Celebration (2009). Influence of
the song has been noted in the work of contemporary artists. "La Isla Bonita" was commercially successful, becoming her eleventh top-five single on the Billboard Hot 100, and second Adult Contemporary number one. It topped the charts in Canada and several countries in Europe, including the United Kingdom, France, West Germany, and Austria. In
the accompanying music video, directed by Mary Lambert, Madonna portrays two opposite characters: A young Catholic woman and a flamenco dancer. The clip received mixed reviews from authors and contemporary critics; some saw the use of Hispanic imagery as a successful marketing strategy, while others accused the singer of cultural
appropriation. Madonna has performed "La Isla Bonita" on eight of her concert tours, the most recent being the Celebration Tour (2023-2024). Additionally, it has been covered by multiple artists, including Ricky Martin, Alizée, and The Bright Light Social Hour. The instrumental demo of "La Isla Bonita" was first offered to Michael Jackson (pictured
in 1988), who turned it down. In the fall of 1985, Madonna began writing and recording songs for her third studio album, True Blue.[1] For the project, she brought back Stephen Bray —with whom she had worked on her previous album Like a Virgin (1984)— and the Virgin Tour's musical director, producer Patrick Leonard.[1][2][3] Prior to working
with Madonna, Leonard had worked on the Jacksons' 1984 Victory Tour.[4][5] After the tour concluded, he kept in touch with Michael Jackson and his producer Quincy Jones, who contacted him and asked him to write "something sort of Sade-like" for Jackson.[6] "La Isla Bonita" was one of the instrumental demos Leonard created for Jackson's
approval.[6] According to musician Bruce Gaitsch, who collaborated on the track, it started out as an instrumental without any lyrics or even a title, and it was Leonard's idea to incorporate Latin sounds.[7] When he presented the demo to Jackson and Jones, however, they did not like it and turned it down.[6][8] After meeting with Madonna to start
working on True Blue, Leonard presented her the demo and she began working on it.[6] She came up with the title "La Isla Bonita", which roughly translates to "The Beautiful Island", and wrote the lyrics while in Hong Kong filming Shanghai Surprise (1986).[9][10] Gaitsch was not fond of the title, fearing it to be "uncommercial".[10] Madonna went
on to describe the song as a tribute to the "beauty and mystery of Latin American people", further adding: "I'm very influenced by Spanish music. When I lived in New York for so many years I was constantly listening to salsa and merengue. I mean, that stuff was constantly blaring out of everybody's radio on the street".[11][12] She also said: "[Patrick
and I] both think that we were Latin in another life [...] [because] Latin rhythms often dominate our uptempo compositions".[11][13] They would go on to work together on other Latin-inspired songs, such as "Who's That Girl"—from the film of the same name—and "Spanish Eyes"—from Like a Prayer (1989).[8] "La Isla Bonita" was released as the fifth
and final single from True Blue on February 25, 1987.[14] The sleeve cover of the single shows Madonna wearing a Spanish-styled embroidered bolero jacket.[15] "La Isla Bonita" was also included on the compilation albums The Immaculate Collection (1990) and Celebration (2009).[16][17] It was further added as bonus track to the Japanese edition
of 1995's Something to Remember.[18] "La Isla Bonita" was written and produced by Madonna and Leonard, with additional lyrics by Gaitsch.[19] Personnel working on the song included Leonard on keyboard arrangement and programming, Gaitsch on guitars, and Paulinho da Costa as percussionist. Background vocals were performed by Siedah
Garrett and Edie Lehmann.[19] The song has been described as a "Latino-pop dance ballad", while its sound has been compared to Bossa nova.[20][21] Author Mary Cross pointed out that "La Isla Bonita" marked a departure in Madonna's sound, as it combines flamenco guitar, Latin percussion, electronic sounds, maracas, and includes four lines sung
in Spanish.[1][22][13] To get the correct translations, Leonard and Madonna talked over the phone with a Hispanic housekeeper.[23] According to the sheet music published by Alfred Publishing Inc. on Musicnotes.com, "La Isla Bonita" is set in the key of C# minor (with the bridge in F# minor) and was set in the time signature of common time with a
tempo of 100 beats per minute. Madonna's voice spans between G#3 to C#5.[24] "La Isla Bonita" 20-second sample of "La Isla Bonita". It is a song that features Latin-inspired instrumentation from flamenco guitar, Latin percussion, and maracas. In one verse, Madonna specifically mentions the island San Pedro by name. Problems playing this file? See
media help. Lyrically, "La Isla Bonita" talks about a "humble observer, captured by the rhythm of an imagined island" named San Pedro, with mentions of "tropical breeze" and "nature wild and free".[8][21][25] Madonna is a tourist who "prays that the days would last/they went so fast", while the island's inhabitants are referred to as people with
"beautiful faces" and "no cares in this world".[26] The song starts with an introduction performed on bongos, before descending into castanets.[27] Madonna then utters the phrase "¢Cémo puede ser verdad?" ("How can it be true?").[13] In one line, she specifically sings, "Last night, I dreamt of San Pedro/Just like I'd never gone, I knew the song".[21]
The geographic location of said place has been debated, with Cuba, Belize, Puerto Rico, and the Dominican Republic being cited as possibilities.[28] Certain authors have speculated that San Pedro Town in Ambergris Caye, Belize, is the actual place mentioned on the song.[25][29][30] On its official website, the island's Victoria House Resort & Spa
posted that the town has been nicknamed "La Isla Bonita" because of the song.[28] During an interview with Rolling Stone, Madonna admitted to not knowing where San Pedro was: "At that point, I wasn't a person who went on holidays to beautiful islands. I may have been on the way to the studio and seen an exit ramp for San Pedro".[31] Authors
Eduardo Vinuela, Igor Paskual and Lara Gonzalez, noted that although the song features characteristic elements of Spanish music, such as flamenco guitar, its lyrics make mention of Brazilian music genre samba. The authors held that this "complicates" the location of the island, thereby making it a fictitious "utopic" place rather than an actual one.
[32] Similarly, Daniel Garran from Spanish radio station Los 40 argued that the lyrics are a "tribute to the Latin community from New York [Madonna] has always been close to", and do not talk about a real place.[30] In 2014, while working on her thirteenth studio album Rebel Heart (2015) with producer Diplo, Madonna recorded a dubplate of "La
Isla Bonita".[33] This version replaces the original's Latin beats with "vaguely dancehall" ones, and includes lyrics such as "Last night, I dreamed of Major Lazer, a sound I never thought I heard before/Sound Boy, your sound is so over, your sound is like yesterday, so far away".[34][35] It premiered in March 2015 on BBC Radio 1Xtra.[35] "La Isla
Bonita" is an effectively enigmatic Latin fantasy that recalls Steely Dan. Its melody is so sturdy [that] you could imagine Ruben Blades covering it to satisy his crossover dreams. Yet there's also such a stream-lined elegance to [it] that you could hear a doo-wop group interpreting it as a street-corner symphony. — Newsday's Wayne Robins commenting
on the song.[36] Critical reception towards "La Isla Bonita" has been generally positive. It has often been referred to as one of Madonna's best and most romantic songs.[a] John Leland from Spin deemed it "spunky", while Jan DeKnock from the Chicago Tribune said it was "charming".[42][43] For Creem's Ken Barnes, "['La Isla Bonita'] is no 'Open
Your Heart', but its lilting (yet reflective) quality transcends the south-of-the-border cliches".[44] William McKeen, author of Rock and Roll is Here to Stay, deemed the song "tranquil", and compared its lyrical theme of an "imaginary escape from the big city" to that of the Drifters' "Up on the Roof" (1962).[45] Similarly, Stephen Thomas Erlewine,
writing for The A.V. Club, applauded its "breezy charm" that "creates a fantasy of an extended tropical vacation".[38] Dawn Keetley in Public Women, Public Words, said it was "smooth [and] transparent", as well as one of Madonna's "most perfect" songs.[46] For Entertainment Weekly's Chuck Arnold, it's "one of the loveliest tunes [Madonna] has
ever done".[47] Daryl Easlea, author of Madonna: Blond Ambition, wrote that "La Isla Bonita" and the other singles are "so strong that they overshadow the reminder of [True Blue]".[48] AllMusic's Stewart Mason named "La Isla Bonita" True Blue's "most prescient" track.[49][22] The song's production and Latin influence were singled out for praise.
[b] Of the production, Paul Schrodt from Slant Magazine said it "gave a dynanism to [Madonna's] music that finally perished the thoughts, based on her earliest hits, that she was simply a Danceteria pop tart".[53] By his part, David Browne from Entertainment Weekly added that Leonard and Bray's input turned the song into a "perfectly conceived
pop record".[52] Both Stuart Mason and Billboard's Bianca Gracie referred to Madonna's vocals as the best part of the song.[22][37] Author Matthew Rettenmund wrote: "Madonna's voice is always laced with immediacy and unimpeachable emotion. She imbues even her most pedestrian lyrics with a sense of purpose", citing "La Isla Bonita" as an
example.[49] In more mixed reviews, Stereogum's Tom Breihan deemed the single "pure risible kitsch [...] [a] clumsy fetishization of [an] exoticized culture”, but nonetheless felt it was "one of the swooniest jams in a career full of swoony jams".[54] From the Observer-Reporter, John Quayle felt the song was more suited for Sade rather than Madonna.
[55] In his book The Complete Guide to the Music of Madonna, Rikky Rooksby wrote: "This is one of those songs where you just know the [music] video is going to be marginally more interesting".[27] The HuffPost's Matthew Jacobs opined that, "you have to be in the right mood for ['La Isla Bonita'] - its middling tempo can feel like a slog".[56] Wendy
Tuohy from Australian newspaper The Age referred to "La Isla Bonita" as a "commercial sleeping pill [rather] than a 'Spanish lullaby'".[57] Eleni P. Austin writing for The Desert Sun said it was cheesy.[58] More negative was David Bauder from the Associated Press, who deemed the song forgettable and criticized its inclusion on The Immaculate
Collection.[59] "La Isla Bonita" was noted by Chuck Arnold a song that explored Latin pop "long before it became trendy".[47] Influence has been perceived in later Latin-tinged songs, such as "Viva Forever" (1998) by Spice Girls, Geri Halliwell's "Mi Chico Latino" (1999), Lady Gaga's "Alejandro" (2010), and "Despacito" (2016) by Luis Fonsi and
Daddy Yankee.[c] Judy Cantor-Navas, writing for Billboard, said that "La Isla Bonita" was a precursor to the "Ricky Martin-led 'Latin Pop Explosion' of the late 1990s.[62] Echoes of "La Isla Bonita", "pop up more than once" on J.Lo (2001), the second studio album by American singer Jennifer Lopez, as noted by Natalie Nichols from the Los Angeles
Times.[63] "La Isla Bonita" was included on Bruce Pollock's Rock Song Index: The 7500 Most Important Songs for the Rock & Roll Era (2005).[64] On March 21, 1987, "La Isla Bonita" debuted at number 49 on the Billboard Hot 100, becoming Madonna's eleventh consecutive single to be named the week's top new entry -a streak that began with
"Lucky Star" in 1984.[65][66] By April 25, "La Isla Bonita" became Madonna's twelfth consecutive top-ten single, a record shared with Michael Jackson.[67] "La Isla Bonita" was the fifth top-ten single from True Blue, making it the second album by a female artist to score five top-tens, the other being Janet Jackson's Control (1986).[67] On May 2, the
song reached its peak at number 4, becoming Madonna's eleventh single to reach the chart's first five spots, a feat surpassed at the time only by the Beatles and Elvis Presley.[68][69] On the Adult Contemporary chart, the single debuted at number 31 on the week of April 4, peaking at number one more than a month later.[70][71] It was Madonna's
second Adult Contemporary chart-topper after "Live to Tell" the previous year.[71] "La Isla Bonita" also reached number one on the 12-inch Singles Sales chart.[72] Billboard reported that 75,000 copies of the 12-inch single had been sold by July 1987.[73] "La Isla Bonita" came in at number 58 on Billboard's Hot 100 year-end chart for 1987, and at 34
of the Adult Contemporary year-end chart.[74][75] As of October 2024, it is Madonna's 23rd most successful song on the Hot 100.[76] In Canada, the single debuted in the 58th position of RPM's 100 Singles chart on the week of April 4.[77] After ten weeks on the chart, it reached the top position on June 6, 1987.[78] "La Isla Bonita" placed at number
22 on the RPM Year-end chart for 1987.[79] The song reached the fourth spot in Panama, and the first spot in Chile.[80][81] In the United Kingdom, "La Isla Bonita" debuted at the fifth position of the singles chart on April 4; it reached the first position three weeks later on April 25, spending two weeks at number one and eleven on the chart overall.
[82] It was Madonna's fourth number one in the country.[83] The Hull Daily Mail reported that on the week the song reached number one, it had sold a mere 50,000 copies, making it the country's lowest-selling number one in five years.[84] "La Isla Bonita" was certified gold by the British Phonographic Industry (BPI) for shipment of 400,000 copies.
[85] According to Music Week magazine, 421,760 copies had been sold in the United Kingdom as of 2008.[86] "La Isla Bonita" was Madonna's first number one song in France, where it spent three weeks at the top spot in July 1987, and was certified gold by the Syndicat National de I'Edition Phonographique (SNEP) for shipment of 500,000 copies.
[871[88] It remains one of Madonna's highest-selling singles in the country, with reported sales exceeding 620,000 units.[89] The song was successful across Europe as well, topping the charts in Switzerland, West Germany, and Austria.[90][91][92] "La Isla Bonita" also topped the European Hot 100 Singles chart the week of June 20, 1987.[93] It
reached the top-eight in Spain,[94] and the top-five in Ireland,[95] Norway,[96] the Netherlands,[97][98] and Sweden.[99] One of the two characters Madonna plays in the music video is that of a "flamboyant" flamenco dancer, as noted by author Mark Bego.[100] The music video for "La Isla Bonita" was directed by Mary Lambert, who had previously
worked with Madonna in the videos for "Borderline" and "Like a Virgin" (1984).[101] Filming took place in Los Angeles and lasted over three days.[9][102] According to Sharon Oreck, in her book Video Slut (2010), it was a very "simple" shooting.[102] Over 500 extras of Hispanic descent participated in the visual. One of them was a then-unknown
Benicio del Toro, who portrayed a teenager sitting on a car hood, and received a payment of $150.[9][102][103] Percussionist Paulinho da Costa appears in the video's opening sequence playing bongo drums.[104] The clip shows Madonna in two different sequences, playing different characters: A short-haired Catholic woman and a "flamboyant"
flamenco dancer.[9] In one scene, she is in a New York City apartment dressed in white, lighting candles at a living room altar, reminiscing about the song's titular island.[100][105] She cries as she watches a group of latinos dance in the street, and reluctantly ignores the invitation to join them.[26] In the memory sequence, she is seen in an
apartment filled with lit candles, donning the flamenco dress.[100] Still in the dress, she dances, writhes on the floor, and leaves the place to join the dancers.[26] "La Isla Bonita" had its world premiere on MTV on March 6, 1987, and became the most requested video in the channel's history for a record-breaking 20 consecutive weeks.[106] In
Europe, it was the year's most heavily rotated video on television.[107] It can be found on Madonna's video compilations The Immaculate Collection (1990) and Celebration: The Video Collection (2009).[108][17] Both author Victoria Chow and Juan Sanguino, from the Spanish edition of Vanity Fair, pointed out that the video for "La Isla Bonita" marked
the moment Madonna began borrowing elements from other cultures, but the latter also accused her of cultural appropriation: "[She] looks more like a drunken tart at the Feria de Abril than a [flamenco] dancer [...] but at least she had the decency to grow her eyebrows", Sanguino wrote.[109][110] In his book Media Culture: Cultural Studies,
Identity, and Politics Between the Modern and the Postmodern, Douglas Kellner noted that Madonna's use of "fantasy images of Hispanic fashion as an icon of beauty and romanticism", helped her successfully appeal to a larger, more varied audience.[111] Lucy O'Brien concluded that the image of Madonna in the red flamenco dress is, "as iconic as
the boy toy or the black corseted siren".[112] This opinion was shared by People's Cara Lynn Shultz and Aaron Parsley, who named the flamenco look one of the singer's "most unforgettable".[113] Santiago Fouz-Hernandez and Freya Jarman-Ivens, authors of Madonna's Drowned Worlds, noted a contrast between the singer's characters: The
"austerity and the passivity" of the Catholic character, and the "passion and activity" of the flamenco dancer.[26] The staff of Rolling Stone described it as one of the singer's most "theatrical" clips.[31] By contrast Ryan Murphy, writing for the Miami Herald, panned it for being "lame, overdone, [and] almost absurd". He went on to compare it
negatively to the previous True Blue videos, further noticing a "pervading sense of humor [that is] not supposed to be there", specifically in the scene when Madonna dances out in the street.[114] On his review of The Immaculate Collection video compilation, Colin Jacobson from website DVD Movie Guide also reacted negatively towards "La Isla
Bonita", referring to it as a "bland and uninteresting video, especially compared with the gems that preceded and followed it".[108] "La Isla Bonita" was named Madonna's 34th and 20th best music video by Louis Virtel from TheBacklot, and Sal Cinquemani from Slant Magazine, respectively.[115][116] As of April 2025, it is her most viewed music
video on YouTube, having surpassed 1 billion views.[117] The performances of "La Isla Bonita" on the Confessions (top) and Sticky & Sweet tours (bottom). "La Isla Bonita" has been included on eight of Madonna's concert tours: Who's That Girl (1987), the Girlie Show (1993), Drowned World (2001), Confessions (2006), Sticky & Sweet (2008-2009),
Rebel Heart (2015-2016), Madame X (2019-2020), and Celebration (2023-2024).[118] On the first one, she wore a Spanish cabaret dress and was surrounded by dancers dressed as matadors, with the stage set up as a "Spanish fantasy", as noted by authors Carol Benson and Allen Metz.[119][120][121] From The New York Times, Jon Pareles opined
that Madonna resembled a "tropical temptress" during the number.[122] A performance of the song can be found on the video Ciao Italia: Live from Italy (1988).[123] On the Girlie Show, Madonna performed the song decked in horizontal stripes and a bandana, while the dancers were dressed as sailors.[124][125] The number also included a bit
where the singer pretended to fall and had to be dragged from the stage.[124] The Baltimore Sun's J. D. Considine praised Madonna's "musical chemistry" with "her first-rate backing band" during the song.[126] The performance from one of the Sydney concerts was recorded and included on The Girlie Show: Live Down Under home video release
(1994).[127][128] "La Isla Bonita" was one of only two of Madonna's 1980s singles performed on the Drowned World Tour.[129] Decked out in black slacks and backless dress, and surrounded by a "gaggle of percussionists and dancers", she played acoustic guitar in an "unplugged flamenco" version of the song.[130] Reviewing one of the London
concerts, NME's Alex Needham pointed out that, "by the time 'La Isla Bonita' rolls around, the relief in the audience is palpable and Madonna also finally seems relaxed".[131] The performance on August 26, 2001, at Detroit's Palace of Auburn Hills, was recorded and released on the live video album Drowned World Tour 2001.[132] Madonna sang a
"disco-enhanced" version of "La Isla Bonita" on her Confessions Tour.[133] She wore a white leotard while the backdrop screen showed colored images of a tropical island that mirrored the "voluptuousness of [her] dancing", according to Slant Magazine's Ed Gonzalez.[134][135][136] The performance from the August 15-16 London concerts was
included on the singer's second live album, The Confessions Tour (2007).[137] Madonna singing the song on the Rebel Heart (top) and Celebration tours (bottom) On July 7, 2007, Madonna and gypsy punk band Gogol Bordello performed a "crazed hoedown" version of "La Isla Bonita" at the London Live Earth concert.[138] For the Sticky & Sweet
Tour, it was given a gypsy theme and mashed up with Gogol Bordello's "Lela Pala Tute".[139][140] It featured instrumentation from fiddles and accordions.[141] Madonna wore a Givenchy gypsy-inspired black dress embellished with colored ribbons, gripped a rose in her teeth and was joined by Romani musicians and dancers, including the Ukrainian
group Kolpakov Trio.[142][143]1[139] The Denver Post's Ricardo Baca considered the number, "the show's brightest, boldest, most daring moment — a triumph of reinvention, like Madonna herself".[144] The performance was included on the Sticky & Sweet Tour live album release (2010), recorded in Buenos Aires.[145] On the Rebel Heart Tour,
Madonna did a flamenco rendition of the song complete with "stomps, claps and shouts".[146] She wore matador-inspired pants made from black tulle, with transparent beaded side paneling, and a black and fuchsia jacket covered in Swarovski crystals, adorned with the letter M.[147] Pitchfork's T. Cole Rachel noted that "La Isla Bonita" was one of



the tour's numbers that, "resulted in nearly deafening arena-sized sing-alongs".[148] The song's performance at the March 19-20, 2016 shows in Sydney's Allphones Arena was recorded and released on Madonna's fifth live album, Rebel Heart Tour (2017).[149][150] On July 27, 2017, Madonna sang "La Isla Bonita" at Leonardo DiCaprio's annual
fundraising gala in Saint-Tropez, France.[151] A guitar cha-cha-chd mashup of "La Isla Bonita" and a song titled "Welcome to My Fado Club" was performed on the singer's Madame X Tour.[152][153] The stage was set up as a Lisbon nightclub, and Madonna —who portrayed a "beguiling hostess"— changed the lyrics to "my Portuguese lullaby".[153]
[154][155] At one point, she took off one of her gloves and said, "this is as X-rated as it's gonna get tonight".[152] For the Los Angeles Daily News, Kelli Skye Fadroski opined that Madonna "soared" through the number.[156] The performance was included on the film that chronicled the tour, Madame X (2021).[157] On October 9, 2021, Madonna gave
an "intimate performance" in the basement of Marcus Samuelsson's Harlem restaurant Red Rooster, and sang lounge renditions of "La Isla Bonita", Madame X album tracks "Dark Ballet" and "Crazy" (2019), and Cape Verdean coladeira song "Sodade".[158] She was dressed in a black cocktail dress with a "dramatic leg slit", lace gloves, and a long
blonde wig.[158][159] "La Isla Bonita" was then included on Madonna's Celebration Tour, where it was mashed up with "Don't Cry for Me Argentina" (1996).[160] Her son David Banda played guitar as she sang.[161] Reviewing the opening night at London, Variety's Mark Sutherland highlighted the number's "sheer, irresistible pizazz".[162] See also:
List of cover versions of Madonna songs and List of Madonna tribute albums Ricky Martin (left, pictured in 2014) and Alizée (right, pictured in 2007) are among the artists who have covered "La Isla Bonita". Between 1986 and 1987, Madonna signed a $3-million deal with Mitsubishi Motors. As part of this deal, she made a TV commercial dancing to
"La Isla Bonita".[163] In December 1986, before the song was officially released as a single, Italian singer Micaela released a cover, which peaked at number 25 in the Netherlands.[164][165] Music & Media magazine gave a positive review of the rendition: "Although the vocals are sometimes too hasty and the sophistication that Madonna puts into
this stack is lost, the track is so commercial, one can hardly spoil it".[164] In July 1987, a cover by Mexican singer Byanka reached number 45 on the Billboard Hot Latin Songs chart.[166] In 1989, when she was just 13 years old, Colombian singer Shakira appeared on Colombian television show De los Suefios... Hasta Hoy and sang the song.[167] Ten
years later, "La Isla Bonita" was sampled by Chilean singer Deetah on "El Paraiso Rico", a track from her album Deadly Cha Cha.[168] Also in 1999, salsa singer Corrine covered "La Isla Bonita" in both English and Spanish for her second studio album Un Poco Mas. This cover was produced by Wyclef Jean.[169] American rapper Black Rob's song
"Spanish Fly", included on his album Life Story (2000), features Jennifer Lopez singing a chorus based on "La Isla Bonita".[170] In 2004, American actor David Hasselhoff included a rendition of "La Isla Bonita" on his album Sings America, which was criticized for being "decidedly karaoke" by the BBC's Jake Jakeman.[171][172] That same year,
American rapper Mase sampled the song's hook for his own "My Harlem Lullaby", found on the album Welcome Back.[173] In early June 2008, French singer Alizée posted a cover of the song on her official MySpace page.[174] The cover was then included on the Mexican Tour Edition of her third studio album, Psychédélices, and reached the first ten
spots of the charts in Mexico.[175][176] On his review of a concert Alizée offered in Mexico City, Arturo Cruz Barcenas from La Jornada was not impressed with the cover: "[She] dreams of being like Madonna [...] but [her rendition of 'La Isla Bonita'] only shows how far she is from that goal".[177] In May 2010, American blogger Perez Hilton released
"Gagalupe", a parody of "La Isla Bonita" with lyrics that mock Madonna's "New Age beliefs".[178] The next year, "Love 2 Love U", an unreleased song by American singer Britney Spears that heavily sampled "La Isla Bonita", leaked online. It was described as having a "Jamaican-dance rhythm" by the staff of Los 40, who also noted that the melody and
structure is the same as "La Isla Bonita".[179] Aired on February 7, 2012, the twelfth episode of the third season of American television series Glee, "The Spanish Teacher", had guest star Ricky Martin singing the song with actress Naya Rivera, who played the character Santana Lopez.[180][181] From Digital Spy, Catriona Wightman highlighted the
"stonking" performance.[181] This cover peaked at number 99 on the US Billboard Hot 100 and number 93 on the Canadian Hot 100 chart.[182][183] American band Deerhoof named their twelfth studio album (2014) after the song. Band member Greg Saunier explained the album was a homage to Madonna and Janet Jackson, describing it as the
band's "rawest, punkiest" work since their 1997 debut.[184] "Mamacita", a 2020 song by American group Black Eyed Peas and Puerto Rican singer Ozuna, samples "La Isla Bonita".[185] According to producer Johnny Goldstein, it was will.i.am's idea to sample the song.[186] In 2022, American psychedelic rock band The Bright Light Social Hour
released a cover of the song, featuring backing vocals from American singer Israel Nash, and "searing slide guitar, reggaeton percussion and pulsating synth bass", as noted by the staff of OrcaSound.[187] US 7-inch single[188] "La Isla Bonita" - 4:03 "La Isla Bonita" (instrumental remix) - 4:20 UK 7-inch single[188] "La Isla Bonita" (7-inch remix) -
4:01 "La Isla Bonita" (instrumental remix) - 4:20 US and German 12-inch maxi-single[189] "La Isla Bonita" (extended remix) - 5:28 "La Isla Bonita" (instrumental) - 5:14 1992 Australian and Japanese CD Super Mix; 2019 Record Store Day exclusive green vinyl[190][191][192] "La Isla Bonita" (extended remix) - 5:28 "Open Your Heart" (extended
version) - 10:38 "Gambler" - 3:58 "Crazy for You" - 4:12 "La Isla Bonita" (instrumental) - 5:21 Digital single (2023)[193] "La Isla Bonita" - 4:05 "La Isla Bonita" (remix edit) - 4:06 "La Isla Bonita" (extended remix) - 5:33 "La Isla Bonita" (instrumental extended remix) - 5:23 Credits are adapted from the True Blue album and 12-inch single liner notes.
[19][189] Madonna - songwriter, producer, vocals Bruce Gaitsch - guitar (Spanish and acoustic guitar), songwriter Patrick Leonard - drum programming, keyboard, songwriter, producer Jonathan Moffett - drums Paulinho da Costa - percussion Siedah Garrett, Edie Lehmann - background vocals Michael Verdick - audio mixing, engineer Herb Ritts -
photography Jeri McManus - design 1987 weekly chart performance for "La Isla Bonita" Chart (1987) Peakposition Australia (Kent Music Report)[194] 6 Austria (O3 Austria Top 40)[92] 1 Belgium (Ultratop 50 Flanders)[195] 3 Canada Top Singles (RPM)[78] 1 Canada Adult Contemporary (RPM)[196] 1 European Hot 100 Singles (Music & Media)[93] 1
Finland (Suomen virallinen lista)[197] 3 France (SNEP)[87] 1 Iceland (RUV)[198] 2 Ireland (IRMA)[95] 2 Italy (Musica e dischi)[199] 18 Japan (Oricon Singles Chart)[200] 38 Netherlands (Dutch Top 40)[98] 2 Netherlands (Single Top 100)[97] 3 New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[201] 5 Norway (VG-lista)[96] 5 Portugal (AFP)[197] 2 Sweden
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Island" in Spanish. In the song, Madonna sings about the beautiful island of San Pedro, where she longs to be.San Pedro is not a real island. In a 2009 interview with Rolling Stone, Madonna said, "I don't know where that came from. I don't know where San Pedro is. At that point, I wasn't a person who went on holidays to beautiful islands. I may have
been on the way to the studio and seen an exit ramp for San Pedro."It's not the only hit song named after a made-up place: "China Grove" and "Kokomo" are others.This song provided yet another look and sound for Madonna, as it has a Latin theme. In an interview with the New York Times, she called the song, "A tribute to the beauty and mystery of
Latin American people."The song was written by producer Patrick Leonard and guitarist Bruce Gaitsch. Leonard offered it to Michael Jackson, but Jackson claimed he didn't like the title and turned down the song. Leonard then offered it to Madonna, who rewrote some of the lyrics in her style. Leonard worked with Madonna on many of her other hits
including: "Live To Tell," "Who's That Girl," "The Look Of Love," "Like A Prayer," "Cherish," "Oh, Father," "Frozen" and "Nothing Really Matters."Leonard produced the song with Madonna, played keyboards on the track and did the drum programing. Bruce Gaitsch played the guitars, both Spanish and acoustic.Madonna was a hit-making machine
when "La Isla Bonita" was released on her third album, True Blue, in 1986. The album was the follow-up to her culture-shifting Like A Virgin, which was issued in 1984 and was cranking out singles into 1985.The first two singles from True Blue were the ballad "Live To Tell" and the somewhat controversial "Papa Don't Preach," where Madonna plays
the part of a young woman pressured to get an abortion. Both songs were #1 hits in the summer of 1986. The next single was the title track, followed by another #1 hit, "Open Your Heart," which hit the top spot in February 1987. "La Isla Bonita" was the fifth and final single from the album, peaking at #4 in May 1987.In the '80s, Madonna didn't let
up, keeping a fresh supply of music coming with lots of different looks and styles. She was also an actress, and in the summer of 1987 starred in the film Who's That Girl. She also sang the title song, another #1 hit. Like "La Isla Bonita," that one includes some Spanish. In the chorus, Madonna sings the title in Spanish: "Quien es esta nina?"In the
music video, Madonna plays dual roles as a devout Catholic woman and a vibrant flamenco dancer who really loves candles. The action takes place not on a tropical island but in Los Angeles. Madonna had a very busy schedule that made it hard to shoot at exotic locales.The video was directed by Mary Lambert, who also helmed Madonna's
"Borderline" and "Like A Prayer" videos."La Isla Bonita" is Madonna's most-memed song, showing up in scads of TikTok videos, often to create a carefree island vibe. Thanks to all those memes, the song found a huge audience with Gen Z that made it one of her most heavily streamed songs even though it was far from her biggest hit.On April 21,
2025, the "La Isla Bonita" video crossed a billion views on YouTube, almost doubling the 531 million for her next closest video, "Hung Up." If you asked fans who grew up with Madonna which of her videos would be the first to cross the billion mark, classics like "Material Girl," "Vogue" or "Ray Of Light" would come to mind, as would controversial
clips like "Like A Prayer" and "Justify My Love,"but "La Isla Bonita" has tremendous multigenerational global appeal that pushed the counter.



