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Lydia Bennet's union with George Wickham is arguably one of the most unsuitable marriages in the novel for both parties. Although their initial economic and social positions may appear well matched, their individual spending habits and circumstances surrounding their marriage contradict this appearance. Lydia's reputation is salvaged by her
family's insistence on legitimizing their union, allowing her to avoid damaging herself and her family. Mr. Darcy's generosity plays a crucial role in saving her from ruin. Austen critiques the societal imbalance between men and women, highlighting the pressure to formalize unions through marriage, as well as economic factors driving men's
intentions. Wickham's character and behavior suggest he had no intention of marrying Lydia, but she remained unaware of his reputation due to her youth and inexperience. Austen allows the reader insight into Elizabeth's thoughts, indicating that Lydia likely did not deliberately elope without intending marriage. In 19th-century society, such an
elopement was socially unacceptable for women, posing significant risks to their reputations and future marriage prospects. The family's relief at hearing of Lydia's return as Wickham's wife highlights the importance of formalized marriages during this time period. Once married, the "sentiment of shame" surrounding the elopement dissipated,
particularly for Mrs. Bennet. The transfer of legal responsibility from Mr. Bennet to Mr. Wickham also occurs, with Wickham's willingness to enter into the marriage largely driven by Mr. Darcy's generosity. The marriage of Lydia and Wickham appears to be ill-suited for both parties involved. Given their financial history - Lydia's extravagant spending
habits and Wickham's past debts - it seems unlikely they would achieve a state of tolerable independence. As seen in the novel, Lydia later writes that having a rich partner is a significant comfort, implying that she and Wickham relied heavily on family support (Austen 475, 585). This union not only challenges social norms but also raises questions
about economic stability within marriage. In fact, their relationship exemplifies the more unsavory side of marriage in this era, where women's reputations were often tied to their marital status and financial security. The couple's focus on passion and lust, rather than practical considerations like provision and protection, further underscores Austen's
critique of social expectations surrounding marriage (Austen 483). Through their portrayal, Austen highlights the societal pressures driving couples into unions based on financial and legal motivations rather than genuine compatibility.
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