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False	claims	act	violation	examples

Falsifying	records,	altering	billing	codes,	or	submitting	incorrect	information	can	secure	payments	in	healthcare	settings.	Healthcare	providers	must	adhere	to	federal	regulations	to	avoid	False	Claims	Act	(FCA)	violations.	Submitting	false	claims	is	a	serious	offense,	including	medically	unnecessary	services	like	extra	laboratory	tests	or	durable
medical	equipment.	Improper	remuneration	also	occurs	through	anti-kickback	statute	and	Stark	Law	violations,	where	providers	receive	improper	payments	for	patient	referrals.	Companies	misusing	government	funds	related	to	contracts	or	misrepresenting	costs	during	the	bidding	process	can	face	penalties	under	the	FCA.	Those	responsible	for
submitting	false	claims	are	liable,	including	those	who	cause	such	claims	to	be	submitted.	Examples	of	False	Claims	Act	Violations	include	billing	for	services	not	provided	and	misrepresenting	the	quality	of	care.	For	instance,	a	hospital	might	bill	Medicare	for	extended	patient	stays	that	didn’t	happen	or	charge	for	home	health	services	that	were
never	provided.	Kickbacks	for	patient	referrals	are	another	common	FCA	violation.	A	healthcare	provider	receiving	payments	for	referring	patients	to	a	particular	specialist	or	facility	can	be	liable	under	the	FCA.	Notable	examples	of	FCA	violation	cases	include	Arriva	Medical	LLC	and	Alere	Inc.,	which	settled	for	$160	million	due	to	allegations	of
submitting	false	claims	to	Medicare	by	paying	kickbacks	to	patients	and	billing	for	glucometers	for	deceased	patients.	St.	Jude	Medical	was	fined	$27	million	for	overbilling	Medicare	and	selling	defective	heart	devices	without	disclosing	the	defects.	The	Archdiocese	of	New	Orleans	paid	over	$1	million	after	submitting	false	claims	to	FEMA	following
Hurricane	Katrina.	Precision	Lens	was	found	liable	for	paying	kickbacks	to	surgeons,	resulting	in	a	judgment	of	$12	million.	Whistleblowers	have	rights	under	the	False	Claims	Act	(FCA)	and	can	file	qui	tam	lawsuits	on	behalf	of	the	government.	They	may	receive	a	portion	of	recovered	funds	and	be	shielded	from	retaliation.	However,	understanding
the	legal	process	is	crucial,	so	consulting	with	a	qui	tam	lawsuit	attorney	is	recommended.	Violators	of	the	FCA	face	serious	consequences,	including	civil	fines,	treble	damages,	and	criminal	penalties.	If	your	company	is	violating	the	FCA,	it's	essential	to	take	the	right	steps	to	protect	yourself	and	notify	the	proper	authorities.	You	can	file	a	lawsuit
under	the	FCA's	qui	tam	provision	if	you	possess	evidence	of	fraudulent	activities.	If	you're	considering	blowing	the	whistle	on	fraudulent	activity,	understanding	your	rights	and	protections	under	the	FCA	and	other	laws	is	crucial.	Consulting	with	a	False	Claims	Act	lawsuit	attorney	can	help	ensure	your	rights	are	protected	and	maximize	your
potential	reward.	Protected	whistleblowers	should	report	suspected	fraud	to	the	relevant	authorities,	such	as	organizational	compliance	offices	or	inspector	generals.	It	is	advisable	not	to	discuss	this	with	unauthorized	parties	to	maintain	claim	integrity.	The	False	Claims	Act	(FCA)	is	a	powerful	federal	law	that	holds	individuals	and	organizations
accountable	for	defrauding	federal	programs	such	as	Medicare	and	Medicaid.	Individuals	and	companies	can	face	severe	penalties	for	violating	the	False	Claims	Act	(FCA)	when	seeking	government	funds.	Common	ways	people	violate	the	act	include:	Making	false	statements,	such	as	falsifying	records	or	altering	billing	codes	Submitting	false	claims
for	medically	unnecessary	services	Receiving	improper	payments	in	exchange	for	patient	referrals	through	the	anti-kickback	statute	and	Stark	Law	Those	directly	responsible	for	submitting	false	claims	are	liable,	but	so	are	those	who	cause	them	to	be	submitted.	If	someone	genuinely	doesn't	know	about	a	false	claim,	they	aren't	considered	liable.	The
responsibility	falls	on	the	party	who	knowingly	caused	the	false	claim.	Examples	of	FCA	violations	include:	Billing	for	services	not	provided	Misrepresenting	the	quality	of	care	to	secure	higher	reimbursements	Kickbacks	for	patient	referrals	Cases	like	Arriva	Medical	LLC	and	Alere	Inc.,	which	were	fined	millions	for	overbilling	Medicare,	highlight	how
fraud	against	the	government	can	be	uncovered	and	prosecuted.	A	whistleblower	named	Gregory	Goodman	exposed	a	company's	practice	of	billing	for	glucometers	for	deceased	patients	and	deceiving	patients	with	"free"	offers	while	waiving	copayments	to	increase	sales.	St.	Jude	Medical	was	fined	$27	million	for	overbilling	Medicare	due	to	selling
faulty	heart	devices	to	patients	covered	by	federal	programs,	despite	being	aware	of	the	defects.	The	Archdiocese	of	New	Orleans	settled	for	over	$1	million	after	submitting	false	claims	to	FEMA	following	Hurricane	Katrina,	including	inflated	damage	descriptions	and	non-existent	damages.	Precision	Lens	was	found	liable	for	paying	kickbacks	to
surgeons	and	ordered	to	pay	$12	million	in	treble	damages	and	penalties.	Whistleblowers	who	report	fraudulent	activities	are	protected	under	the	False	Claims	Act	and	other	laws,	and	may	receive	a	portion	of	the	recovered	funds	if	they	file	a	qui	tam	lawsuit.	Violators	of	the	False	Claims	Act	face	severe	consequences,	including	civil	fines,	treble
damages,	and	potential	criminal	penalties.	If	an	individual	believes	their	company	is	violating	the	FCA,	they	can	file	a	lawsuit	under	the	qui	tam	provision	and	should	consult	with	a	False	Claims	Act	lawsuit	attorney	to	navigate	the	process.	Whistleblowers	play	a	crucial	role	in	identifying	and	stopping	fraud	against	the	government,	and	securing	legal
support	is	essential	for	a	successful	case.	Companies	found	guilty	of	violating	the	FCA	may	be	ordered	to	repay	tens	of	thousands	of	dollars,	plus	additional	penalties,	making	it	essential	for	whistleblowers	to	take	action	and	report	fraudulent	activities.	Whistleblowing	is	a	crucial	step	in	holding	companies	and	individuals	accountable	for	defrauding
government	programs.	To	protect	your	rights,	report	through	proper	channels,	such	as	your	organization's	compliance	office	or	an	inspector	general.	Avoid	discussing	the	issue	with	unauthorized	parties	to	maintain	the	integrity	of	your	claim.	The	False	Claims	Act	is	intended	to	reach	all	fraudulent	attempts	to	cause	the	Government	to	pay	out	sums	of
money	or	to	deliver	property	or	services.	The	current	version	of	the	act	lists	seven	violations,	including	presenting	false	claims,	making	false	records	or	statements,	conspiring	to	violate	the	act,	converting	government	property,	making	false	receipts,	purchasing	public	property	from	unauthorized	employees,	and	making	reverse	false	claims.
Understanding	these	types	of	violations	and	the	legal	protections	available	can	help	you	make	an	informed	decision.	Whether	you're	uncovering	health	care	fraud,	improper	remuneration,	or	Medicaid	fraud,	you	play	a	vital	role	in	protecting	taxpayer	dollars	and	maintaining	public	trust.	You	can	check	examples	of	qui	tam	cases	on	our	website	and
consult	with	a	False	Claims	Act	attorney	for	guidance.	With	the	right	support,	you	can	navigate	the	complexities	of	qui	tam	lawsuits,	protect	your	rights,	and	make	a	positive	impact	in	the	fight	against	fraud.	False	Claims	Act	Prohibitions	in	Health	Care	A	false	claim	under	the	Medicare,	Medicaid,	or	similar	programs	refers	to	a	submission	for
reimbursement	that	contains	inaccurate	information.	It	also	includes	fraudulent	applications	for	government	loans	from	agencies	such	as	the	Agency	for	International	Development	or	the	Export-Import	Bank.	Additionally,	individuals	who	are	not	eligible	to	participate	in	these	programs	may	file	false	claims.	False	claims	can	be	made	through	various
means,	including	cashing	government	checks	that	were	obtained	mistakenly	or	through	fraud.	Furthermore,	attempting	to	pay	less	than	owed	for	goods	and	services	provided	by	the	government	is	also	considered	a	false	claim	under	the	act.


