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$ 109.99 / Person East Coast Road Trip: Self-Guided Driving & Walking Tours Bundle Buy Now IncludesMaine Tours(Acadia National Park,Bar Harbor,Mount Desert,Ocean Path Trailhead, Portland, Portland Maine.), New Hampshire Tours(Kancamagus Highway), Massachusetts Tours(Boston Freedom Trail, Bunker Hill, Boston Ghost, Boston Harbor,
Plymouth, Lexington & Concord, Salem Witch Trials, Cape Ann Harbor, Cape Cod, Provincetown, Martha’s Vineyard, ), Rhode Island Tours(Scenic Newport, Newport Cliffwalk), New York Tours(Battery Park, Brooklyn Bridge, Central Park, Grand Central Terminal, Manhattan, Wall Street, Niagara Falls, New York Celebrity Homes), Pennsylvania
Tours(Gettysburg Battlefield, Gettysburg Downtown, Gettysburg Ghost, Valley Forge, Seminary Ridge Gettysburg, Devil’s Den, Philadelphia), Maryland Tours(Baltimore, Antietam National Battlefield), North Carolina Tours(Clingmans Dome Trail, Blue Ridge Parkway, Outer Banks, Asheville), South Carolina(Charleston), Georgia(Savannah, Savannah
Ghost, Atlanta), Florida(Florida Keys, Everglades National Park, Big Cypress, Miami City, Florida State Road A1A, Saint Augustine, Tampa), Vermont Tour, Virginia Tours(New River Gorge, Shenandoah, Yorktown Battlefield, Colonial Williamsburg, Spooky Ghosts of Fredericksburg), Washington D.C. Tour. View Details The Best Neighborhoods in The
Outer Banks, North Carolina What are the best neighborhoods in the Outer Banks? Great question and we have you covered! The Outer Banks is a beautiful collection of barrier islands off of the coast of North Carolina. Known for its affordable laid-back beach towns and clean beaches, it is no wonder that the real estate market here is one of the
fastest-growing in the country. If you are moving to OBX and are wanting to find the best neighborhood that suits you, then you have come to the right place. We are here to help! Looking at a map, the Outer Banks is made up of 17 established towns. Our team has compiled a list of the most popular towns and neighborhoods in the area to make your
search easier. Each town and neighborhood on this list is conveniently located, safe, and provides an array of shopping, entertainment, and dining options. We just finished up a great article for those that are moving to the Outer Banksand we are here to assist if you have questions and you'd like toconnect with us. Now it's time to talk about the best
neighborhoods in the Outer Banks (OBX). 7Best Neighborhoods in the Outer Banks! Corolla Located on the north end of the Outer Banks, the beach town of Corolla has pristine and large sandy beaches. This town is the latest to be developed and still has areas that are untouched. Go off-roading to explore sand dunes and beaches with no roads. Even
have the chance to admire the wild mustangs that roam freely on the island. This quiet beach town comes to life in the summer since people can be seen returning to their vacation homes. In the wintertime, the locals can enjoy peaceful outings and a secluded atmosphere. The town of Corolla is unique since it has its own chain of grocery stores,
farmer’s markets, and restaurants. The waves here are smaller which means that this a great place to learn how to surf. The Currituck Beach Lighthouse and the Metrolopis shipwreck are located here as well. Make sure to also check out Corolla Village, featuring locally-owned shops and restaurants. Villas at Corolla Bay: This newest community
features four-bedroom homes in a quaint neighborhood. This community is gated and has bright street lights to keep it safe. Spend your day in the community pool and hot tubs. The Currituck Club: This community sits on a golf course and is a great place for a vacation home. Stay active at the fitness center and tennis courts. Soundfront at Corolla
Bay: The best place to watch the sunset and ride your bike. Featuring a pool, sidewalks, piers, and easy access to the beach. Local Favorites: Outer Banks Boil Company: Come here for all of your fresh, quality seafood needs. The best place to get crab legs, clams, and lobster tails. Mike Dianna’s Grill Room: A restaurant legendary for excellent seafood
and steaks using nothing but fresh ingredients. Duck If you have a dog then this is the place for you. The town of Duck was voted as one of the “Top 10 Dog-Friendly Beaches” by US Today. Known for its small boutique shops and lowkey restaurants and taverns, the town of Duck is cute and quiet. The uncrowded beaches make it easy to take a sea
stroll. There are no chain stores or establishments in the area making living here a personal experience. Make sure to visit the independent bookstore in town calledThe Island Bookstore. Located between the ocean and the sound, easily explore the area by using the bike paths and wooden boardwalk. If you want an authentic small-town beach
experience then living in Duck is the place for you - there's a reason it made our list of best neighborhoods in the Outer Banks! Bias Shores: In southern Duck, this neighborhood is small and has its own pier overlooking the Currituck Sound. Featuring a private beach, tennis courts, a pool, and a bike path. Living here is only a short walk away from
popular shops and dining options. Schooner Ridge: One of the most popular communities in Duck, enjoy gorgeous views of the sound and the Atlantic Ocean. This community includes a clubhouse with an indoor and outdoor pool. Ocean Crest: This community has three top-rated schools nearby if you have any school-age children. Located close to the
beach, Oceancrest has a pool and tennis courts as well as private beach access. Homes here are spacious and contemporary. Local Favorites: The Paper Canoe: Serving fresh seafood, homemade pasta, and wood oven favorites, this restaurant sits on the waterfront while delivering a high-quality dining experience. The Village Table and Tavern:
Featuring live music and a full bar, this ocean joint served pub food in a relaxing atmosphere. Kitty Hawk Normally the first town that people see when visiting the Outer Banks, there is a lot to do and see here. Go kayaking, boating, surfing, or look for shells on the beach. Most of the homes here are super close to the beach which means you can walk
or ride your bike. Fun Fact: The beaches here have more lifeguards than any other OBX beach! This neighborhood earned its spot on our list of best neighborhoods in the Outer Banks. Kitty Hawk Estates: This community is perfect for raising a family or for a vacation home. This neighborhood is the center of the community and is surrounded by
grocery stores, local schools, and quirky shops. Seascape: This community is centered around a golf course which makes this a great place to live if you are a golf lover. With beautiful views of the ocean and sound, Seascape has a pool and easy access to the beach. Martin’s Point: A gated neighborhood that is safe and private making this a great place
for families and retirees alike. Take an evening walk around the neighborhood and venture to the beach to catch those breathtaking views. Local Favorites: Rundown Cafe: Serving authentic Caribbean cuisine and Pacific Rim dishes. Try the coconut shrimp or the Calamari! High Cotton Barbeque: Grab North Carolina style barbeque, brisket, and fried
chicken at this casual eatery. Nags Head The town of Nags Head is one of the most famous sections of the Outer Banks and one of the most visited. The first early beach cottages were built here and were built on stilts. Some of these historical beach homes still stand today. Many attractions and famous restaurants are located here such asJockey’s
Ridge and Jennette’s Pier. This beach town is great for families, first-timers, and beach lovers. Nags Head is also a pet-friendly place so bring your dogs for a run on the beach. Known as the premier resort spot of the North Carolina coast, come here to tan, swim, kayak, and surf. Celebrated as a great place to live, enjoy local fresh seafood and a
welcoming community. There is a reason why Nags Head made our list of Best Neighborhoods in the Outer Banks. Seven Sisters: Located off of Engagement Loop right across from the water, this oceanside neighborhood was named after a group of sandhills called the Seven Sisters. The community pool and easy beach accessis just a few steps away.
These beach homes are multiple stories with driveways and decks to watch the sunset. Local shops, chain stores, a doctor, and grocery stores are next door making this neighborhood super convenient for residents. There is even a Duck Donuts! The Village at Nags Head: Be met with wonderful views of the sound and access to the beach. Homes on
this side of the sound are close to the Nags Head Golf Linksand living here provides priority tee times. Some homes feature private pools and even elevators. On the oceanside of this community, there is a community pool and bathhouse that residents love. Local Favorites: Tortugas Lie: This Caribbean restaurant serves burgers, seafood, and sushi in
a sports bar-like setting. Blue Moon Beach Grill: Dine on seafood and classic southern comfort food at this cozy grill. Southern Shores Sandwiched between the towns of Kitty Hawk and Duck, this residential neighborhood is in the perfect location to get around. Most homes are surrounded by trees making this a private place to live. The beaches here
are all private access which means there are rarely any crowds. Only residents and guests are allowed to use the beaches. Keep in mind there are strict rules here about dogs on the beach so if you have a dog they will sadly have to stay home. Southern Shores in the Outer Banks is great for families, if you want to live in a residential area, or if you
like the peace and quiet. This is an active community with an upscale vibe and a well-deserved spot on our list of the best neighborhoods in OBX! Seacrest Village: Perfect for families, this community is a short and safe walk away from the oceanfront. If you have kids this a great place to live since there is no through traffic. Chicahauk: This
subdivision is located in a peaceful neighborhood between the beach and the main road. Homes here have access to tennis courts and a parking area right next to the beach. The Dunes: Homes here have amazing views of both the ocean and the sound. Have fun at the community volleyball and basketball courts. Known to be great for families, there is
a playground nearby and beach parking available. Local Favorites: Southern Shores Pizza and Deli: Serving New York Style Pizza, subs, burgers, wine, and beer. Steamers Restaurant and Catering: Enjoy fresh seafood, sandwiches, and cocktails. Ocracoke Island Take a ferry to Ocracoke Island to explore 16 miles of breathtaking beaches which is a
big reason why it's on the list of the best neighborhoods in the Outer Banks. Bike ride to grab some ice cream or spend the day kite surfing. Legendary pirate Blackbeard would call Ocracoke Island his favorite hideout when he was sailing the waters of the Outer Banks. The beauty here is unmatched and so is the real estate. This historical town has
much to offer including kayak tours, fishing charters, the Ocracoke Island Lighthouse, and even a museum dedicated to the infamous pirate Blackbeard himself. There are ten neighborhoods in the area to choose from and one school for kindergarten through high school. Oyster Creek: Be on island time while living in the Oyster Creek neighborhood
right next to the canal. This secluded and relaxing neighborhood offers easy access to the beach and many docks to keep your boat. Cat Ridge Ocracoke Island: Home of the Ocracoke Island Lighthouse, this neighborhood is in a prime location right next to the water. There are a lot of vacation homes in this area which include a great view of the
sound. Down Creek: Located right next to Silver Lake Harbor, the neighborhood of Down Creek is great for families. The cool thing about this neighborhood is that there are also condos to choose from. Surrounded by local shops, an art gallery, and a medical center, this area is super convenient. Local Favorites: Dajio: Sit on the outdoor deck to dine
on southern seafood and new American fare. Howard’s Pub and Raw Bar: This 30-year-old family restaurant serves classic pub food and oysters in a fun eccentric atmosphere. Kill Devil Hills The Wright Brothers took their first flight here in Kill Devil Hills in the year 1903 making this a very historical town of the Outer Banks. The Wright Brothers
Memorial sits here as a reminder of such a historical event. The town is now a hub of shopping and popular restaurants which are mostly open year-round. This is a great town to consider for your vacation home or second home and there's a reason it made our best neighborhoods in The Outer Banks! First Flight Village: This neighborhood features
luxury ocean-side condos with amazing ocean views. Enjoy an easy walk to the beach as well as private pools, hot tubs, onsite watersport rentals, and a game room for all ages. There is so much to do here making this a perfect place for families and young couples. Avalon Beach: Known as the oldest neighborhood in the area, the neighborhood of
Avalon Beach is safe and has its own fishing pier. Homes here are decently priced and close to the beach. Whispering Pines: With less than 100 properties, homes in this neighborhood are secluded and surrounded by trees. Located in the heart of Kill Devil Hills, lots in this area are small but the homes are beautiful. Local Favorites: Kill Devil Grill:
Casual spot serving American fare in a diner-like setting. Make sure to get a dessert! Food Dudes Kitchen: In this surfer vibe eatery, chow down on some burgers and seafood mixed with Caribbean and Mexican flavors. #blog-moving-cta# #blog-best-neighborhoods-cta# Resources on Best Neighborhoods in the Outer Banks: The Outer Banks span
from the VA/NC line at False Cape State Park to the Core Banks, which begin at Portsmouth Island.This area is further divided into two main areas, the northern and southern beaches. Crossing the Oregon Inlet leads to the southern beaches, which include the towns of Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo, Avon, Buxton, Frisco, and Hatteras.When mentioning the
Outer Banks, most guests are referring to the northern beaches: Corolla, Duck, Southern Shores, Kitty Hawk, Kill Devil Hills, and Nags Head. This is home to the entirety of our OBX vacation rental inventory, and roughly 80% of visitors vacation here. With 6 different towns, all with their own unique energy and attractions, you are sure to find an OBX
destination that suits your family. While you really can't go wrong with any of the OBX towns, we'll describe what each of these towns is like, so that you know what to expect when looking for an Outer Banks vacation rental. We have put together a countdown of our favorite towns on North Carolina's Outer Banks. Feel free to let us know if we're spot
on or missed the mark with the countdown in the comments section below. This is just our opinion! 1. Nags Head Pros: Most accessible beaches with plenty of public accesses to choose from, many of which have a lifeguard on duty during the summer months. There are a few piers in Nags head to visit including the impressive Jennette's Pier at
milepost 16. Plenty of local shops and restaurants to try for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Many grocery stores to choose from, including Food Lion, Harris Teeter and The Fresh Market. Beaches have undergone several rounds of nourishment and are larger than many other portions of the Outer Banks. Cons: Can be crowded during the summer
months of June, July and August. 2. Corolla Pros: Chance of seeing a wild Spanish mustang wandering around the subdivision you are staying at. Currituck Beach Lighthouse and The Whalehead are both located in Corolla. Beach is very well-kept in Corolla and most spots have an ample amount of space between the dunes and the shore break. A
beautiful and most untouched place to see natural wildlife and enjoy a peaceful stroll under the shade of many native trees. Currituck Banks Coastal Estuarine Reserve is not to be overlooked! Plenty of vacation rental homes to choose from, everything from cozy three bedroom cottages to 20+ bedroom mansions. Very secluded and although there are
shops and restaurants, its very quiet in must portions of Corolla. Cons: It can take awhile to finally get to your vacation rental home on a Saturday during the summer, there is only one road in and one road out! Can be pricy to stay in Corolla, many of the rental homes are newer. 3. Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge Pros: Untouched as it is a
protected shoreline. Haven for sea turtles and many species of shorebirds. You can find your own slice of the beach and not see anyone else all day. Cons: Parking at the visitors center but other than that, you have to park alongside the road and hike over the sand dunes. No restaurants, shops or bathrooms. There is a grand total of zero rental homes
and condos to rent on Pea Island. 4. Ocracoke Island Pros: Sand is a beautiful white color Very remote and the beaches are not crowded Cons: Only accessible by ferry and it'll take a good 1.5 to 2 hours to get to the island from the central beaches. 5. Kill Devil Hills Pros: The most commercialized stretch of beach on the Outer Banks. Plenty of
vacation rental homes and condos to select from. More year-round residents live in Kill Devil Hills than any other Outer Banks town. Home to Kill Devil Grill which is quite possibly the best restaurant along the barrier islands. An array of putt-putt golf courses and more souvenir shops than you'll ever need to visit in one vacation. Avalon Fishing Pier is
located here. In the heart of the central islands of the Outer Banks. There are a number of different lifeguarded beaches and many public beach accesses and a few with substantial bath houses. Home to the Wright Brothers National Memorial and the site of the "First Flight" in 1903. Cons: The most commercialized stretch of beach on the Outer
Banks. Traffic can be tricky during the summer. Like the rest of the central Banks, there are two roads to travel along; NC 12 or "beach road" and the bypass. 6. Kitty Hawk Pros: Easiest to get in and out of, Kitty Hawk is the first town once you cross over the Wright Memorial Bridge that connects the Outer Banks to mainland NC. Hilton Garden Inn
is a really nice oceanfront hotel for visitors who just want to stay a few nights as opposed to a week instead of an entire week. A small collection of oceanfront cottages with plenty of character are available for rent. Be warned that availability is limited! Plenty of shops and restaurants to check out. Cons: Selection of rental homes and condos is
limited. Roads can be congested during the summer. Some portions of the beach are not very wide and can be crowded at times. 7. Duck Pros: Where Duck Donuts was founded! A rapidly growing franchise that may be or already has a location in a town near you. Duck Town Boardwalk is nearly a mile long and right along the sound waters. Enjoy
shopping, dining and activities. There are an array of extravagant vacation homes that you can book a week-long stay at. Cons: One of the more expensive towns on the Outer Banks to stay in. Traffic during June, July and August can be a pain in the neck. Limited number of restaurants in comparison to the number of vacationers. 8. Southern Shores
Pros: Lots of mature trees and a selection of well-appointed and well-secluded homes. It's very quiet with few commercial establishments. Cons: There are almost no public beach accesses and if you park alongside the road you're asking to have your vehicle towed. The beach really isn't accessible unless you walk to it from your rental property. 9.
Hatteras Island We've bundled Waves, Frisco, Rodanthe and Salvo into Hatteras Island. Pros: Some of the best surfing spots are found along Hatteras Island. Beaches are not crowded whatsoever, even during the summer. Cape Hatteras Lighthouse in Buxton is the tallest all-brick lighthouse in the United States. Plenty of shoreline which is ideal for
surf fisherman. Cons: Limited shops and restaurants to choose from. Beach parking is often limited to wherever you can fit alongside NC 12. There's not a wide-array of rental homes to choose from and even fewer condos and hotels. Each Outer Banks Town Ranked Nags Head Corolla Pea Island Ocracoke Island Kill Devil Hills Kitty Hawk Duck
Southern Shores Hatteras Island Honestly you are almost guaranteed to have a memorable and relaxing vacation, regardless of which town you decide to stay in! Looking for more in-depth comparisons between two different Outer Banks towns? We invite you to visit one of the posts below. Ranking Each Outer Banks Town | OBX Stuff The Best
Neighborhoods in The Outer Banks, North Carolina What are the best neighborhoods in the Outer Banks? Great question and we have you covered! The Outer Banks is a beautiful collection of barrier islands off of the coast of North Carolina. Known for its affordable laid-back beach towns and clean beaches, it is no wonder that the real estate market
here is one of the fastest-growing in the country. If you are moving to OBX and are wanting to find the best neighborhood that suits you, then you have come to the right place. We are here to help! Looking at a map, the Outer Banks is made up of 17 established towns. Our team has compiled a list of the most popular towns and neighborhoods in the
area to make your search easier. Each town and neighborhood on this list is conveniently located, safe, and provides an array of shopping, entertainment, and dining options. We just finished up a great article for those that are moving to the Outer Banksand we are here to assist if you have questions and you'd like toconnect with us. Now it's time to
talk about the best neighborhoods in the Outer Banks (OBX). 7Best Neighborhoods in the Outer Banks! Corolla Located on the north end of the Outer Banks, the beach town of Corolla has pristine and large sandy beaches. This town is the latest to be developed and still has areas that are untouched. Go off-roading to explore sand dunes and beaches
with no roads. Even have the chance to admire the wild mustangs that roam freely on the island. This quiet beach town comes to life in the summer since people can be seen returning to their vacation homes. In the wintertime, the locals can enjoy peaceful outings and a secluded atmosphere. The town of Corolla is unique since it has its own chain of
grocery stores, farmer’s markets, and restaurants. The waves here are smaller which means that this a great place to learn how to surf. The Currituck Beach Lighthouse and the Metrolopis shipwreck are located here as well. Make sure to also check out Corolla Village, featuring locally-owned shops and restaurants. Villas at Corolla Bay: This newest
community features four-bedroom homes in a quaint neighborhood. This community is gated and has bright street lights to keep it safe. Spend your day in the community pool and hot tubs. The Currituck Club: This community sits on a golf course and is a great place for a vacation home. Stay active at the fitness center and tennis courts. Soundfront
at Corolla Bay: The best place to watch the sunset and ride your bike. Featuring a pool, sidewalks, piers, and easy access to the beach. Local Favorites: Outer Banks Boil Company: Come here for all of your fresh, quality seafood needs. The best place to get crab legs, clams, and lobster tails. Mike Dianna’s Grill Room: A restaurant legendary for
excellent seafood and steaks using nothing but fresh ingredients. Duck If you have a dog then this is the place for you. The town of Duck was voted as one of the “Top 10 Dog-Friendly Beaches” by US Today. Known for its small boutique shops and lowkey restaurants and taverns, the town of Duck is cute and quiet. The uncrowded beaches make it
easy to take a sea stroll. There are no chain stores or establishments in the area making living here a personal experience. Make sure to visit the independent bookstore in town calledThe Island Bookstore. Located between the ocean and the sound, easily explore the area by using the bike paths and wooden boardwalk. If you want an authentic small-
town beach experience then living in Duck is the place for you - there's a reason it made our list of best neighborhoods in the Outer Banks! Bias Shores: In southern Duck, this neighborhood is small and has its own pier overlooking the Currituck Sound. Featuring a private beach, tennis courts, a pool, and a bike path. Living here is only a short walk
away from popular shops and dining options. Schooner Ridge: One of the most popular communities in Duck, enjoy gorgeous views of the sound and the Atlantic Ocean. This community includes a clubhouse with an indoor and outdoor pool. Ocean Crest: This community has three top-rated schools nearby if you have any school-age children. Located
close to the beach, Oceancrest has a pool and tennis courts as well as private beach access. Homes here are spacious and contemporary. Local Favorites: The Paper Canoe: Serving fresh seafood, homemade pasta, and wood oven favorites, this restaurant sits on the waterfront while delivering a high-quality dining experience. The Village Table and
Tavern: Featuring live music and a full bar, this ocean joint served pub food in a relaxing atmosphere. Kitty Hawk Normally the first town that people see when visiting the Outer Banks, there is a lot to do and see here. Go kayaking, boating, surfing, or look for shells on the beach. Most of the homes here are super close to the beach which means you
can walk or ride your bike. Fun Fact: The beaches here have more lifequards than any other OBX beach! This neighborhood earned its spot on our list of best neighborhoods in the Outer Banks. Kitty Hawk Estates: This community is perfect for raising a family or for a vacation home. This neighborhood is the center of the community and is surrounded
by grocery stores, local schools, and quirky shops. Seascape: This community is centered around a golf course which makes this a great place to live if you are a golf lover. With beautiful views of the ocean and sound, Seascape has a pool and easy access to the beach. Martin’s Point: A gated neighborhood that is safe and private making this a great
place for families and retirees alike. Take an evening walk around the neighborhood and venture to the beach to catch those breathtaking views. Local Favorites: Rundown Cafe: Serving authentic Caribbean cuisine and Pacific Rim dishes. Try the coconut shrimp or the Calamari! High Cotton Barbeque: Grab North Carolina style barbeque, brisket,
and fried chicken at this casual eatery. Nags Head The town of Nags Head is one of the most famous sections of the Outer Banks and one of the most visited. The first early beach cottages were built here and were built on stilts. Some of these historical beach homes still stand today. Many attractions and famous restaurants are located here such
asJockey’s Ridge and Jennette’s Pier. This beach town is great for families, first-timers, and beach lovers. Nags Head is also a pet-friendly place so bring your dogs for a run on the beach. Known as the premier resort spot of the North Carolina coast, come here to tan, swim, kayak, and surf. Celebrated as a great place to live, enjoy local fresh seafood
and a welcoming community. There is a reason why Nags Head made our list of Best Neighborhoods in the Outer Banks. Seven Sisters: Located off of Engagement Loop right across from the water, this oceanside neighborhood was named after a group of sandhills called the Seven Sisters. The community pool and easy beach accessis just a few steps
away. These beach homes are multiple stories with driveways and decks to watch the sunset. Local shops, chain stores, a doctor, and grocery stores are next door making this neighborhood super convenient for residents. There is even a Duck Donuts! The Village at Nags Head: Be met with wonderful views of the sound and access to the beach.
Homes on this side of the sound are close to the Nags Head Golf Linksand living here provides priority tee times. Some homes feature private pools and even elevators. On the oceanside of this community, there is a community pool and bathhouse that residents love. Local Favorites: Tortugas Lie: This Caribbean restaurant serves burgers, seafood,
and sushi in a sports bar-like setting. Blue Moon Beach Grill: Dine on seafood and classic southern comfort food at this cozy grill. Southern Shores Sandwiched between the towns of Kitty Hawk and Duck, this residential neighborhood is in the perfect location to get around. Most homes are surrounded by trees making this a private place to live. The
beaches here are all private access which means there are rarely any crowds. Only residents and guests are allowed to use the beaches. Keep in mind there are strict rules here about dogs on the beach so if you have a dog they will sadly have to stay home. Southern Shores in the Outer Banks is great for families, if you want to live in a residential
area, or if you like the peace and quiet. This is an active community with an upscale vibe and a well-deserved spot on our list of the best neighborhoods in OBX! Seacrest Village: Perfect for families, this community is a short and safe walk away from the oceanfront. If you have kids this a great place to live since there is no through traffic. Chicahauk:
This subdivision is located in a peaceful neighborhood between the beach and the main road. Homes here have access to tennis courts and a parking area right next to the beach. The Dunes: Homes here have amazing views of both the ocean and the sound. Have fun at the community volleyball and basketball courts. Known to be great for families,
there is a playground nearby and beach parking available. Local Favorites: Southern Shores Pizza and Deli: Serving New York Style Pizza, subs, burgers, wine, and beer. Steamers Restaurant and Catering: Enjoy fresh seafood, sandwiches, and cocktails. Ocracoke Island Take a ferry to Ocracoke Island to explore 16 miles of breathtaking beaches
which is a big reason why it's on the list of the best neighborhoods in the Outer Banks. Bike ride to grab some ice cream or spend the day kite surfing. Legendary pirate Blackbeard would call Ocracoke Island his favorite hideout when he was sailing the waters of the Outer Banks. The beauty here is unmatched and so is the real estate. This historical
town has much to offer including kayak tours, fishing charters, the Ocracoke Island Lighthouse, and even a museum dedicated to the infamous pirate Blackbeard himself. There are ten neighborhoods in the area to choose from and one school for kindergarten through high school. Oyster Creek: Be on island time while living in the Oyster Creek
neighborhood right next to the canal. This secluded and relaxing neighborhood offers easy access to the beach and many docks to keep your boat. Cat Ridge Ocracoke Island: Home of the Ocracoke Island Lighthouse, this neighborhood is in a prime location right next to the water. There are a lot of vacation homes in this area which include a great
view of the sound. Down Creek: Located right next to Silver Lake Harbor, the neighborhood of Down Creek is great for families. The cool thing about this neighborhood is that there are also condos to choose from. Surrounded by local shops, an art gallery, and a medical center, this area is super convenient. Local Favorites: Dajio: Sit on the outdoor
deck to dine on southern seafood and new American fare. Howard’s Pub and Raw Bar: This 30-year-old family restaurant serves classic pub food and oysters in a fun eccentric atmosphere. Kill Devil Hills The Wright Brothers took their first flight here in Kill Devil Hills in the year 1903 making this a very historical town of the Outer Banks. The Wright
Brothers Memorial sits here as a reminder of such a historical event. The town is now a hub of shopping and popular restaurants which are mostly open year-round. This is a great town to consider for your vacation home or second home and there's a reason it made our best neighborhoods in The Outer Banks! First Flight Village: This neighborhood
features luxury ocean-side condos with amazing ocean views. Enjoy an easy walk to the beach as well as private pools, hot tubs, onsite watersport rentals, and a game room for all ages. There is so much to do here making this a perfect place for families and young couples. Avalon Beach: Known as the oldest neighborhood in the area, the
neighborhood of Avalon Beach is safe and has its own fishing pier. Homes here are decently priced and close to the beach. Whispering Pines: With less than 100 properties, homes in this neighborhood are secluded and surrounded by trees. Located in the heart of Kill Devil Hills, lots in this area are small but the homes are beautiful. Local Favorites:
Kill Devil Grill: Casual spot serving American fare in a diner-like setting. Make sure to get a dessert! Food Dudes Kitchen: In this surfer vibe eatery, chow down on some burgers and seafood mixed with Caribbean and Mexican flavors. #blog-moving-cta# #blog-best-neighborhoods-cta# Resources on Best Neighborhoods in the Outer Banks: This post
may contain affiliate links. Please see my disclosure page for more details. I adore visiting the Outer Banks, but even after vacationing here over multiple summers, I haven’t gotten to stay in every town I would like to! So if you’'ve never been here before, it can be hard to know which are the best Outer Banks towns for your vacation. Can’t read now?
Pin for later! These are my favorite companies that I use on my own travels. Protect Your Trip via Safety Wing Find the best city tours, day tours, bus tours, & skip-the-line tickets on GetYourGuide and Viator. Find the best deals on hotels & vacation rentals on Booking.com. For English-speaking private airport transfers, book through Welcome
Pickups. For road trips and independent travel, rent a car through Discover Cars. Find information and cruise reviews on Cruise Critic. For packing and travel essentials order via Amazon. Book an affordable family or romantic photography session on your trip through Flytographer (Use the code HISTORYFANGIRL for 10% off your first photoshoot).
For travel guidebooks to have with you during your trip, I always pick one or two from Rick Steves and Lonely Planet. While every OBX town is charming in its own way, these are the best ones! Located on Hatteras Island, Buxton is home to the beautiful and historic Hatteras Lighthouse. And as far as lighthouses go, this one is kind of a big deal.
Literally, I might add, as it’s the tallest brick lighthouse in the United States. First built in 1802 and reconstructed in 1868, the lighthouse is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The National Park Service operates the Hatteras Island Visitor Center and Museum of the Sea in the old lighthouse keeper’s quarters. This is a great place to
learn about Outer Banks’ maritime history! The Best National Parks in NebraskaWhile you should visit the lighthouse, you can see it from Cape Point and the beaches in Buxton. As far as charming goes, there isn’t anything more charming than a view of a historic North Carolina lighthouse! Buxton is also great for anyone hoping to get some fishing
in, as Cape Point has some of the best fishing in the area. Corolla has a bit of a reputation as one of the more upscale places to stay in the Outer Banks. Its location as the second most northern town in the Outer Banks also helps keep it generally more secluded than the rest. The town also has more nice restaurants, boutique shopping, and luxury spas
compared to the rest. Corolla is one of the best OBX towns to stay in if you're interested in seeing the Outer Banks’ wild horses. The horses, which primarily stay in Corolla and Corova, are wild Colonial Spanish Mustangs. There are Corolla Horse Tours available during the tourist season that gets you up close with them. Because they are wild, you
should not approach them. Local guides will show you how to enjoy them with your safety and the horses’ safety in mind. You can also visit the Currituck Beach Lighthouse for gorgeous views of the shore below. Kill Devil Hills, beyond its simply outstanding name, is the oldest official town in the Outer Banks. So if you're looking to stay in a historic
beach town, this is the one for you! One of my favorite things to do here is going to the Wright Brothers National Monument. Even though their flight is famous for taking off from Kitty Hawk, it left from Kill Devil Hills. Which town is which here can get a bit confusing at times when you have so many lined up, one after the other, and at the time they
were practically indistinguishable. 17 Fabulous Lakes in Missouri for Your Next Outdoor GetawayA great photography spot in the Outer Banks is the Avalon Pier. If you're more into the outdoors and less into the Gram, you can pay a fee to fish off of the pier instead. The most famous name among the towns of the Outer Banks, Kitty Hawk is not the
home of the Wright Brother’s first flight, but it does have a fabulous coastal reserve, making it the perfect town for anyone who wants to spend time on beautiful nature walks or spend their time bird watching. The Kitty Hawk Coastal Reserve is over 1800 acres and has great trails to explore. Even though the OBX gets crowded in summer, you can
still expect to find some solitude here! From here, you’ll also have access to the great shopping in Duck and the Wright Brother’s National Monument in Kill Devil Hills, so you won’t have to go far to enjoy a little bit of everything. The Kitty Hawk Pier is a great photography spot any time of day, but it’s fabulous at sunrise! Manteo boasts a charming
town center and serious American history. What more could a girl want? There’s also a picturesque harbor and cute beach homes to drool over. Essentially, the town’s layout offers more options for a quintessential small-town feel than the townships in the Northern Beaches, so keep that in mind if you want a town you can stroll around that has
historic spots like its vintage movie theater. This is the best town to stay in if you want to visit Fort Raleigh National Historic Site where the lost colony of Roanoke was. Here you can see the earthworks of the fort, stroll the Elizabethan Gardens, and even watch an evening performance of The Lost Colony, an outdoor drama depicting the events.
Manteo even boasts its own lighthouse. While it’s not tall like some of the other ones mentioned here, the Roanoke Marshes Lighthouse is simply charming. One of my favorite places to stay in the Outer Banks, Nags Head is so much more charming than just its silly-sounding name. Here you can climb up Bodie Island Lighthouse and visit Jeanette’s
Pier. Both of these attractions have been newly reinvigorated by the tourists in Nags Head. From here you can also visit Jockey’s Ridge State Park, which is beloved by photographers for its gorgeous views of the town. The southernmost part of the Outer Banks, Ocracoke is on its own island and separated from the rest of the Outer Banks, so if you're
looking to truly getaway from it all, this is a great place to start! Especially since the island isn’t connected by a highway. You'll have to take a ferry to get here. Ocracoke is an animal lover’s dream. They have their own herd of wild ponies and great birdwatching. The lighthouse is the second oldest lighthouse that’s still being operated in the country
(and the oldest in North Carolina), so you get to enjoy a bit of history here as well. Many of the homes date back to the 1800s. Areas of Ocracoke, including the lighthouse and part of the town center, are listed on the National Register of Historic Places! I have always stayed in one of the Northern Beaches, switching between Nags Head and Southern
Shores. Though I love visiting Manteo and Kill Devil Hills and exploring their historic sites! If you're a large group or family, I'd suggest staying in the Northern Beaches so that you have access to tons of different kinds of activities. This way there’s something for everyone to enjoy. If you're a couple looking for a romantic getaway, I suggest Ocracoke.
Here you will feel like you're far away from stress and can just enjoy each other’s company. History lovers and anyone wanting a true small-town feel should head to Manteo, which is truly one-of-a-kind. Of course, they’re all fabulous, and you really can’t go wrong! If you're planning on renting a beach house, start looking early! Many of the most
popular places get rented by the same families year-after-year. Even our group of friends rented the same house more than once! Don’t overthink it. Your accommodations and your access to the water are what will have the biggest impact on your stay. If you want to see Hatteras but you find the perfect rental in Nags Head, take it! You can always
visit the other towns during your stay. I would rather have a great beach right outside and drive to a cute area then stay in a bad house to be closer. Pick out a few historic sites or tours you know you want to visit. Once you get here and start relaxing, you might find the time escapes you! I've missed a thing or two that I wanted to see here. Finally,
plan for gas to be a considerable part of your budget. Even if you plan on just enjoying your rental and not getting out much, it’s almost impossible not to end up driving around more than you anticipated. Packing for a North Carolina beach vacation shouldn’t be stressful! Just make sure you bring these five things: guidebook. It can be kind of a pain
to find the major guidebooks once you land, or you’ll find them overpriced. I always like to pick mine up ahead of time. Full-Sized Travel Towel This is the best travel towel in the world. It’s pretty enough for the beach, large enough that you forget it’s a microfibre towel, and quick-drying so you can enjoy it day after day. 17 Fabulous Things to Do in
Arkansas with KidsA Go Pro for underwater and action photography. Why go all the way to the beach and not be able to capture some of the most exciting parts of your trip? A Camera since OBX is super photogenic. I use a mix of my Nikon D810 and my Samsung8 smartphone these days. Backup Charging Bank for your cell phone since you’ll be
using it as a camera, GPS, and general travel genie. Coming soon! Before you leave for North Carolina make sure you have a valid Travel Insurance Policy because accidents happen on the road. I pay for World Nomads, and I happily recommend them. It’s especially important to get travel insurance if you’ll be hanging enjoying time at the beach.
Accidents happen, after all! I have been a paying customer of World Nomads for travel insurance for three years, and I happily recommend them. If you get sick, injured, or have your stuff stolen, you’ll be happy to have the ability to pay for your medical bills or replace what’s stolen or broken. Outer Banks is filled with cute towns to visit. Each offers
its own unique setting to enjoy the stunning beaches of North Carolina. With a ton of different options for where to stay, where to go, beaches, etc. you've gotta get the details on the best ones....Below I'll outline some of my favorites so you can get an idea of where you might want to go on your Outer Banks vacation!Okay, so to start off here is a full
list of towns from North to South in Outer Banks: Corolla, Duck, Southern Shores, Kitty Hawk, Kill Devil Hills, Nags Head, Manteo, Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo, Avon, Buxton, Frisco, Hatteras, and Ocracoke.With that out of the way - find out the best towns in Outer Banks below.If you’re a history lover like me you’ll find a surprising amount of history in
the Outer Banks! The history of Outer Banks dates back before American’s settled here with surprising stories of Native Americans, the first settlements by the English in America, the first airplane flight, and more.ManteoManteo is located on Roanoke Island, which is sandwiched in between the central Outer Banks beaches and the eastern North
Carolina mainland. Roanoke Island is home to the mysterious settlement of Jamestown that completely disappeared and was never found when people returned to the site in 1587 two years after it was settled. You'll also find the Elizabeth II, a replica of a 16th-century sailing ship similar to what the colonists arrived in 400 years before, was
constructed on a site at the Manteo waterfront. You’ll find all of this and more in Manteo.Plus, Manteo is seriously charming! It’s home to a cute little lighthouse, tons of local shops, and great parks. It is a fun place to add to your Outer Banks vacation.Cape Hatteras: Hatteras, Avon, Buxton, FriscoCape Hatteras was originally home to the Croatoan
Tribe and has a long history! Pirates (Black Beard was a regular visitor), military battles (Civil War), and boaters have been visiting the island for centuries. It has a beautiful lighthouse and is quite remote.Cape Hatteras has been a deadly trap for sailors that have entered over the centuries. The stretch of shore is home to more than 600 shipwrecks
off the shifting sandbars of the Hatteras Islands. It’s a legendary spot full of stories and history worth exploring!There are so many beautiful beaches in Outer Banks! The beaches have really pretty water and can provide the perfect spot for surfing if you’'re up for it.Kitty HawkIf you’re looking for a beach with plenty of easy access from free parking
lots and space for a full day of relaxing, Kitty Hawk is where to go. Waves further north tend to be smaller as well making the area more for swimming and less for surfing. White sand and open access throughout, it’s a great spot for you to check out the beach.BuxtonAs I mentioned in the history above, Cape Hatteras is famous for its waves. At
Buxton, which is where Cape Hatteras is located, there is a sharp bend to the southeast. That configuration means there is almost always a wind condition helping to create something to ride and, depending on where the swell is generated, there are almost always going to be waves for good surfing in the area.Subscribe to get my beach packing
list!On my most recent trip to Outer Banks, we stayed in Nags Head and I'm so glad we did. Nags Head is right in the middle of everything. You're basically a 15-minute drive from everything you might want to do on Outer Banks, besides Cape Hatteras, and so you’'ve got access to pretty much everything close by. I do mean everything - restaurants,
beaches, lighthouses, bars, state parks.We stayed at an Airbnb that was really adorable, with the ability to walk to the beach and Jockey’s Ridge State Park. I couldn’t recommend it enough!DuckDuck is another town that offers access to a lot of different things to do. It’s known as a very family-friendly area with plenty of restaurants, beaches, and
things to do that you can walk to. There is a local surf shop, Duck Village Outfitters (DVO), that offers bike rentals along with surfboard and paddleboard rentals. Duck also has lots of cute shops and restaurants that make it a good spot for a family or group trip.Planning a trip to Outer Banks? Explore the best towns to visit, each offering a unique
beach experience. Find your perfect getaway here. You are here: Home / States / 12 Best Towns In The Outer Banks, NC, You Must Visit If you're looking for the best towns in the Outer Banks of North Carolina, you've come to the right place! The Outer Banks is a stunning chain of barrier islands off the coast of North Carolina. Separated from the
mainland by a string of shallow sounds, the towns of the Outer Banks should be near the top of everyone’s North Carolina bucket list!The Outer Banks towns have a unique and fascinating history. The area off of the Outer Banks is known as the Graveyard of the Atlantic where more than 5,000 ships have gone down in the shallow waters. During the
1600s and 1700s, the Outer Banks were the stomping grounds for Blackbeard and other famous pirates. The barrier islands are also famous for being home to the lost Roanoke Colony which is one of America’s biggest mysteries!The Outer Banks is home to many lighthouses, amazing beaches, and the location of the Wright Brothers’ first flight. You
can find shops, delicious food, water sports, history, and much more on the Outer Banks! Let’s look at the best cities in the Outer Banks, North Carolina! If you are wondering when to plan your trip to the best towns in the OBX, here is a breakdown by season so you know what to expect. If you want to avoid the crowds, then winter is the time to visit
Outer Banks, NC. You will love the peace and quiet, but the solitude means many local restaurants and shops will be closed for the season. You’ll have to pack a coat since the temps will be in the 40s and 50s F. However, it rarely snows. With water temps in the 30s and 40s F, you won’t be able to swim. One of the best parts of visiting in the winter is
the low prices. Hotels and vacation rentals drop in price, sometimes by half. The Upside: No crowds, cheaper prices The Downside: Chilly weather, cold water, many restaurants and shops are closed In spring, the temps rise to the 60s and 70s F. As the season progresses, the water warms from the 40s to the 60s F. While more crowded than in winter,
the number of tourists remains low except for during spring break. If you want to avoid crowds, make sure to check the spring break schedule. Attractions, restaurants, and shops will start to open up around Easter weekend so there will be more to do than in winter. The Upside: Low crowds (outside of spring break), things start to open up, mild
weather The Downside: Water can still be chilly, spring break crowds Summer is the hottest time to visit the OBX with daytime temps in the 80s F. With water in the 70s F, this is the best time to swim. This is also the beginning of hurricane season. The great weather draws in the crowds and it is best to book accommodations in advance because
things will book up. Summer is a great time for water sports and there are many fun events such as the OBX Watermelon Festival and the Outer Banks Pirate Festival. The Upside: Warm water, many fun events The Downside: Very crowded, higher prices, hurricane season In fall, the crowds begin to diminish and the temps gradually drop from the
80s to the 60s. The water temps go from the 70s to the 40s F. Hurricane season extends until the end of November. There are also great fall festivals in the Outer Banks. You will love the Duck Jazz Festival and Outer Banks Seafood Festival. Prices will also begin to drop. The Upside: Low crowds, fun festivals, mild weather, cheaper prices The
Downside: Water temps drop late in the season, hurricane season The town of Ocracoke is located on Ocracoke Island. The most popular way to get to Ocracoke Island is via a drive-on ferry from Hatteras. The ferry ride is free and takes between 45 minutes to an hour. You can get out of your vehicle and walk around the ferry, head inside the air-
conditioned interior where you can sit down and enjoy the views from the windows, or you can head up to the top of the ferry to get a view 360-degree view of the sand bars that surround the ferry!Of the best beach towns in the Outer Banks, NC, Ocracoke has the most pirate history! In fact, just off the coast of the Ocracoke Village in Teach’s Hole is
where Blackbeard met his demise!If you love to lay on the beach you will find your own slice of heaven in Ocracoke. The Ocracoke Lifeguarded Beach has been ranked the #2 beach in the country! Don’t forget to check out our list of the Best Islands In North Carolina if you want to explore! You can also check out Ocracoke Lighthouse which holds the
record for being the shortest in all of North Carolina at just 75 feet. It also holds the record of being the lighthouse that has been operating the longest in North Carolina! Hatteras is one of the best OBX towns for water sports! Windsurfing, kite surfing, and stand-up paddle boarding are all popular in Hatteras. If water sports aren’t your thing, you can
still get out on the water on a fishing charter! This is truly one of the best beach towns in North Carolina!A trip to Hatteras is all about enjoying nature! You can enjoy a walk through the salt marshes and maritime forest on the boardwalk in Hatteras Village Park. The Sea Breeze Trail will take you out over the water where you can see herons, osprey,
and many other types of birds and wildlife.The Hatteras Island Ocean Center is a must when in Hatteras! You can stop in for some ice cream or smoothies, see their turtle exhibits, and get a kayak tour of the winding wetlands that lead out into the Pamlico Sound.The town of Hatteras is located on the southern end of Hatteras Island. The town is home
to The Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum and the ferry terminal that will take you down to the popular Ocracoke Island. Another one of the prettiest small beach towns in the Outer Banks is Manteo! Home to the mysterious Lost Colony, Manteo is an adorable little town located on Roanoke Island. Its central location makes it one of the best places to
vacation in the Outer Banks! To learn about the fascinating history of Manteo, you can head to Roanoke Island Festival Park. At the park, you can check out the Adventure Museum, explore the American Indian Town and the Settlement Site, and see one of the English Merchant vessels that came to Roanoke in the 1500s! Manteo is also home to a
unique lighthouse called the Roanoke Marshes Lighthouse. Unlike most lighthouses, the Roanoke Marshes Lighthouse wasn’t used for guiding vessels in the ocean. It was there to guide vessels through the estuaries and wetlands around Roanoke. You can walk out to the lighthouse which is at the end of a wooden pier. You can get amazing views from
the wrap-around deck and there is even a free museum underneath the lighthouse for you to explore! There are tons of clothing and souvenir stores, restaurants, candy shops, ice cream shops, and much more waiting for you in downtown Manteo! The downtown area is very walkable and full of history everywhere you look! Rodanthe is home to the
Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station. For years it was a station for maritime rescue. It has since been decommissioned and turned into a museum you can visit! The Rodanthe Pier is a great place to stop by when you're exploring the town. You can get snacks and drinks, rent fishing rods, and walk out to enjoy the views from the end of the pier!
Rodanthe is also home to parts of the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. The Wildlife Refuge has gorgeous beaches and houses more than 250 types of birds, making it a popular destination for bird watchers and photographers alike.You can also explore a part of the Hatteras National Seashore in Rodanthe. During the summer months, sea turtles
visit the Hatteras National Seashore and often lay their eggs on Outer Banks beaches! If you are looking for one of the best family towns in the Outer Banks, NC, this is it! Buxton is one of the most quaint Outer Banks towns! It’s located in the northern part of Hatteras Island. It’s in Buxton that you can find the popular Cape Hatteras Lighthouse. The
lighthouse measures nearly 200 feet tall and is the tallest in the United States! Its black and white stripes and red bottom are iconic. You can park at the visitors center where you only have a short walk to the lighthouse or you can get there via the six-mile Buxton Woods Trail. It’s perfect for those who love to be in nature. The trail will take you along
wooden boardwalks through marshes where you can see a variety of coastal wildlife!Just north of Buxton is the narrowest stretch of the Outer Banks where the only thing separating the Pamlico Sound from the Atlantic Ocean is a sand bar that is 150 yards wide! Driving across this section of the Outer Banks is such a cool experience!Windsurfing has
been one of the most popular things to do in the Outer Banks for decades and the sport is still thriving to this day. One of the most popular windsurfing locations is at Canadian Hole. The area got its name thanks to the thousands of Canadians that would make the long journey down to Buxton to experience the fantastic windsurfing conditions!Like
any awesome southern road trip, a trip to Buxton wouldn’t be complete without checking out the local cuisine. The Orange Blossom Cafe in Buxton is famous for its delicious “apple uglies” which are full of apples and cinnamon goodness! The cafe is a popular breakfast and lunch spot for locals and visitors. If you are looking for the best towns in the
Outer Banks where you can get out on the water to surf or kayak, Kitty Hawk is for you! There are so many fun things to do in Kitty Hawk! Kitty Hawk has rental shops and tour guides galore where you can go on stand-up paddleboard, kayak, and surfing adventures! If you would rather enjoy the water from afar, you can head to the Kitty Hawk Wood
Reserve where you can take a walk through the maritime forest. Another great option is Sandy Run Park. At the park, you can walk along wooden boardwalks and see turtles, river otters, and other wildlife! The Wright Brothers had their first flight in Kitty Hawk. You can learn about their first flight and other flight history at the Monument to a
Century of Flight in Kitty Hawk. While you are here, make sure to check out some of the best restaurants in the Outer Banks! Located just south of Kitty Hawk is the town of Kill Devil Hills. For those traveling on a budget, Kill Devil Hills is one of the best towns in the Outer Banks to stay in! The town has a very unique name that is said to come about
in a number of ways. Some say the name came from a popular rum called Kill Devil Rum that was strong enough to “kill the devil.” Others say it got its name because the waters around the town were so rough to navigate! You can explore the Outer Banks Arboretum and Teaching Garden in Kill Devil Hills. The arboretum is a free park where you can
enjoy the beauty of being in nature! If exploring nature is your thing, head to Run Hill State Natural Area. Here you can traverse over naturally formed sand dunes and get great views of the surrounding areas! Kill Devil Hills is home to the Wright Brothers National Memorial where you can learn all about the life of the Wright Brothers. You can also
check out the Avalon Pier! The beach surrounding the pier is stunningly clean and expansive. Outside of the summer months, you can obtain a permit to drive your vehicle onto the beach! Duck is located just 15 minutes north of Kitty Hawk next to the Currituck Sound. It is one of the best Outer Banks towns for families! One of the coolest things to do
in Duck is to walk along the Duck Town Boardwalk. The mile-long boardwalk is a great place to support local shops, stop for a bite to eat, grab some ice cream, or just enjoy the breathtaking views over the water! There are several different types of boat tours that leave from Duck, including vineyard and sunset tours! Visiting Duck Donuts is a must
when you’re in Duck! They now have hundreds of locations, but it’s such a cool experience to grab some of their delicious donuts in the town where they were first established. You can head inside to buy some of their sweet treats and enjoy them outside overlooking the water! Make sure to check out our list of the best restaurants in Duck you must
visit! Photo Credit: Sharkshock / Shutterstock.com Corolla is one of the northernmost Outer Banks towns. Loads of history and fun activities await you in Corolla! A must-visit when in Corolla, the Currituck Beach Lighthouse is the northernmost lighthouse in the Outer Banks. The lighthouse stands more than 160 feet high. If you dare the more than
200 steps to the top, you will be greeted by incredible views of the sound and Historic Corolla Park. The grounds of Historic Corolla Park are a beautiful place to walk around and explore the beauty of Corolla. You can launch kayaks and small boats, see the Whalehead Club, and walk over several beautiful wooden bridges in the park. Make sure to



take a walk out to the gazebo in the park for sunset and wildlife viewing! Corolla is also famous for the wild horses that roam the beaches. You can take your own four-wheel drive vehicle out onto the beach to see the wild horses up close. There are also places to rent four-wheel drive vehicles that you can take out onto the sand. If you would rather
have someone take you out to see the horses, there are wild horse tours available as well! If you want a unique experience, this is easily one of the best Outer Banks beach towns. Another one of the best towns in the Outer Banks is Nags Head. It is near the center of the Outer Banks, making it a perfect jumping-off point for all your Outer Banks
adventures!Nags Head is home to the Bodie Island Lighthouse! The lighthouse is beautiful and on the grounds is a long wooden boardwalk over the grass and marsh that takes you up to a viewing platform. The views from the platform are seriously breathtaking and a must-see when visiting Nags Head!One of the coolest things to do in Nags Head is
to visit Jockey’s Ridge State Park! The state park is home to the largest living sand dune on the east coast of the United States. It’s totally free and it’s a great place for flying kites, hang gliding, hiking, and watching the sunset or sunrise! If you’'ve never been hang gliding, you can rent gliders and take lessons at the park.If you want to enjoy the beach
and swimming in the ocean while in Nags Head, head to the beach at Jeanette’s Pier. The pier is the prettiest in all of the Outer Banks and makes for a fantastic view while sunbathing! Frisco is another town on Hatteras Island located between Buxton and Hatteras. This town in the OBX has a good mix of nature and history. Stop by the Frisco Native
American Museum & Natural History Center to learn about the tribes that originally made this area home. There are a ton of artifacts and cool exhibits. Frisco Beach is a beautiful place for some fun in the sun! Build sandcastles or search for seashells in the sand. Head into the waves to cool off and swim. The Frisco Pier has been left in shambles
after being hit by hurricanes. The skeletal structure makes a great subject for photography. When you aren’t having a beach day, bring the kids to Frisco Mini Golf & Go Karts. The Frisco Campground is a great place for camping in the Outer Banks. There are 127 sites with easy assess to the beach. Salvo is a quiet, family-friendly OBX town perfect
for relaxation and water sports. This is a beautiful area for jet skiing, kayaking, stand-up paddleboarding, or kiteboarding. The Salvo Day Use Area is a pretty, oceanside park with picnic tables, grills, and plenty of space to have fun. The beach is clean with shallow water, perfect for younger kids to explore. This is also one of the best places to watch
sunrise or sunset in the Outer Banks! If you want to find some unique art to bring home, check out Pea Island Art Gallery or Returning Tide Giftshop. Salvo is where to stay in the Outer Banks if you want to get away from the crowds of the more popular OBX towns. The natural wonders, beaches, lighthouses, and wild horses of the Outer Banks play
such a beautiful role in the history and the beauty of North Carolina. The Outer Banks is one of the most popular weekend getaways in North Carolina! Whether you want to go lighthouse hunting, looking for amazing beaches in North Carolina, or just a tranquil place to sit by the water, the Outer Banks has you covered. There are so many places to go
in the Outer Banks, NC. Which of these pretty Outer Banks towns will you visit next? When you choose the OBX for your vacation, choosing your Outer Banks town is a big part of your decision-making process. Each town on the Outer Banks is unique and has its own charm. While each town on the OBX are all pretty much within minutes of each
other, which town you decide to vacation in depends on what activities you’re looking to do. So whether you’'re a beach bum or a barfly, we’ve got the perfect town for you to vacation in on the Outer Banks! If you're more of a laid-back, beach-focused, water-sports-heavy type of vacationer, Hatteras Island is the dream for your vacation. The Outer
Banks towns of Hatteras Island are Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo, Avon, Frisco, Buxton, and Hatteras Village. You won’t find any chain restaurants on Hatteras Island but what you will find are fun, unique, and rare locally-owned businesses and shops. Hatteras Island is also home to some of the best kiteboarding and surfing on the east coast and with
access to local sounds and canals, it’s the perfect place to kayak and stand up paddle board. Hatteras Island is no frills but nothing short of thrills for the vacationer that likes laid back and basic. Calling all beach lovers and nightlife enthusiasts, your vacation lies in the towns of Nags Head, Kitty Hawk, and Kill Devil Hills. Nags Head, Kitty Hawk, and
Kill Devil Hills are all within short driving distance of each other. It only takes about 15 minutes to get from Nags Head to Kill Devil Hills and about 10 minutes to get from Kill Devil Hills to Kitty Hawk. In these 3 Outer Banks towns, you’ll find plenty of public beach accesses with parking as well as fun bars, restaurants, and nightlife. In these 3 towns,
you’ll also be close to Manteo, a hidden gem full of history. For the person who prefers Pat and Charlie to 4 Wheels, the town of Duck is perfect for you. Duck is a small and quaint Outer Banks town that allows you to walk or bike to most restaurants and shops from your rental home. Duck is home to some of the most pristine beaches on the Outer
Banks plus, the original Duck Donuts stands in the middle of town. Even more of a reason to treat yourself to a Duck vacation. Duck, much like Hatteras Island doesn’t have many chain stores or fast food restaurants; however, it’s only about a 20-minute drive to Kitty Hawk and Kill Devil Hills. The simplicity and charm of this small town is what keeps
people coming back. Oh, Corolla. The perfect Outer Banks town for those who love wide open beaches, have 4-wheel drive capability, and love the idea of spotting true, blue Corolla natives galloping on the beach. Corolla is home to the wild horses of the Outer Banks so during a beach day, you might see them roaming around in the dunes or splashing
in the sea. You can read more about the wild horses of Corolla here. Plus, Corolla is home to one of the best 4WD beaches on the Outer Banks so if beach driving is your jam, Corolla is the place to vacation. Corolla is also very similar to Duck and Hatteras Island that there are no chain stores and fast food restaurants. Corolla does have a Harris Teeter
and a Food Lion but if you're looking for a McDonald’s or Burger King, you’ll have to head south to Kill Devil Hills. But with so many great, local dining options, you’ll want to spend all of your time in this historic town. Really, no matter what Outer Banks town you choose for your vacation, you’ll be sure to have a blast on the OBX! Resort Realty has a
wide array of vacation homes for you to choose from so find the town you want to call home for a week (or two) and plan your stay with Resort Realty!



