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The origin of the term "tora" lies in the Japanese language, where it literally means "tiger". However, it is believed to be an abbreviation for a two-syllable codeword "totsugeki raigeki”, meaning "lightning attack". This phrase was used to indicate that the attack had commenced. The term gained popularity due to its use in the 1970 blockbuster movie
Tora! Tora! Tora!, which portrayed the use of propeller-driven fighter planes, mostly from World War II era models. The surprise attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan was marked by the use of the code phrase "tora tora." This term, which means "tiger" in Japanese, has multiple meanings and is also an abbreviation for the term "lightning attack." During
the attack, the Japanese military used the word "tora" three times in a row to signify their success. The destruction of Pearl Harbor was declared by Franklin D. Roosevelt as a "date which will live in infamy," and the use of the phrase "tora tora" became a symbol of Japan's victory.
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