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Philosophy	&	Religion	Religious	Personages	&	Scholars	Jesus	(born	c.	6–4	bce,	Bethlehem—died	c.	30	ce,	Jerusalem)	was	a	religious	leader	revered	in	Christianity,	one	of	the	world’s	major	religions.	He	is	regarded	by	most	Christians	as	the	Incarnation	of	God.	The	history	of	Christian	reflection	on	the	teachings	and	nature	of	Jesus	is	examined	in	the
article	Christology.	Ancient	Jews	usually	had	only	one	name,	and,	when	greater	specificity	was	needed,	it	was	customary	to	add	the	father’s	name	or	the	place	of	origin.	Thus,	in	his	lifetime	Jesus	was	called	Jesus	son	of	Joseph	(Luke	4:22;	John	1:45,	6:42),	Jesus	of	Nazareth	(Acts	10:38),	or	Jesus	the	Nazarene	(Mark	1:24;	Luke	24:19).	After	his	death	he
came	to	be	called	Jesus	Christ.	Christ	was	not	originally	a	name	but	a	title	derived	from	the	Greek	word	christos,	which	translates	the	Hebrew	term	meshiah	(Messiah),	meaning	“the	anointed	one.”	This	title	indicates	that	Jesus’	followers	believed	him	to	be	the	anointed	son	of	King	David,	whom	some	Jews	expected	to	restore	the	fortunes	of	Israel.
Passages	such	as	Acts	of	the	Apostles	2:36	show	that	some	early	Christian	writers	knew	that	the	Christ	was	properly	a	title,	but	in	many	passages	of	the	New	Testament,	including	those	in	the	letters	of	the	Apostle	Paul,	the	name	and	title	are	combined	and	used	together	as	Jesus’	name:	Jesus	Christ	or	Christ	Jesus	(Romans	1:1;	3:24).	Paul	sometimes
simply	used	Christ	as	Jesus’	name	(e.g.,	Romans	5:6).	Although	born	in	Bethlehem,	according	to	Matthew	and	Luke,	Jesus	was	a	Galilean	from	Nazareth,	a	village	near	Sepphoris,	one	of	the	two	major	cities	of	Galilee	(Tiberias	was	the	other).	He	was	born	to	Joseph	and	Mary	sometime	between	6	bce	and	shortly	before	the	death	of	Herod	the	Great
(Matthew	2;	Luke	1:5)	in	4	bce.	According	to	Matthew	and	Luke,	however,	Joseph	was	only	legally	his	father.	They	report	that	Mary	was	a	virgin	when	Jesus	was	conceived	and	that	she	“was	found	to	be	with	child	from	the	Holy	Spirit”	(Matthew	1:18;	cf.	Luke	1:35).	Joseph	is	said	to	have	been	a	carpenter	(Matthew	13:55)—that	is,	a	craftsman	who
worked	with	his	hands—and,	according	to	Mark	6:3,	Jesus	also	became	a	carpenter.	Luke	(2:41–52)	states	that	Jesus	as	a	youth	was	precociously	learned,	but	there	is	no	other	evidence	of	his	childhood	or	early	life.	As	a	young	adult,	he	went	to	be	baptized	by	the	prophet	John	the	Baptist	and	shortly	thereafter	became	an	itinerant	preacher	and	healer
(Mark	1:2–28).	In	his	mid-30s	Jesus	had	a	short	public	career,	lasting	perhaps	less	than	one	year,	during	which	he	attracted	considerable	attention.	Sometime	between	29	and	33	ce—possibly	30	ce—he	went	to	observe	Passover	in	Jerusalem,	where	his	entrance,	according	to	the	Gospels,	was	triumphant	and	infused	with	eschatological	significance.
While	there	he	was	arrested,	tried,	and	executed.	His	disciples	became	convinced	that	he	rose	from	the	dead	and	appeared	to	them.	They	converted	others	to	believe	in	him,	which	eventually	led	to	a	new	religion,	Christianity.	The	early	life	of	Jesus	Christ	is	mostly	shrouded	in	mystery,	but	you'll	discover	that	what	we	do	know,	makes	an	insightful
Bible	study	lesson.	Please	read	Luke	2:21-40	before	starting	GraspingGod.com's	free	Bible	study	lessons,	#2.03.Previous	lesson:	Mary	Mother	Of	Jesus	#2.02.Preliminary	Bible	Study	Questions:1)	Was	Jesus	a	Jew?2)	In	what	town	was	Jesus	raised?3)	What	language	did	Jesus	speak?The	early	life	of	Jesus	is	a	tad	mysterious	because	of	the	near	silence
of	the	Scriptures.	A	possible	reason	for	this	is	that	Christians	are	called	to	focus	on	the	nature	and	work	of	Christ,	and	not	on	the	details	of	his	humanity.	I'll	do	my	best	to	collect	what	little	information	is	known	to	us	about	the	childhood	of	Jesus	and	put	it	together	in	this	Bible	study.	Was	Jesus	a	Jew?	We'll	start	a	study	on	the	early	life	of	Jesus	by
answering	a	question	about	his	heritage.	Was	Jesus	a	Jew?	The	Christ	child	was	a	Jew,	yes,	both	in	blood	and	religion.	I	once	had	a	news	reporter	ask,	"Jesus	wasn't	a	Jew,	was	he?"	I	responded	by	saying,	"Yes,	and	that	Jew	lived	the	greatest	love	story	ever	known	to	mankind."	It	turned	out	that	the	reporter	was	a	Jew.	He	found	the	information
intriguing.	Mary,	the	mother	of	Jesus,	was	in	the	line	of	King	David	of	Israel.	Jesus'	biological	father,	of	course,	was	the	Holy	Spirit,	therefore	Jesus'	paternal	genetics	are	unclear.	I	guess	it's	possible	that	the	Holy	Spirit	could	have	used	Joseph's	seed,	but	only	after	supernaturally	removing	the	sin	nature.	Let's	ponder	that	for	a	moment,	but	then	move
on	to	what	we	do	know.	The	answer	is	that	Jesus'	mother	and	step-father,	Joseph	were	fully	Jewish	and	they	firmly	educated	him	in	the	religion	of	Judaism,	as	well.	Please	keep	in	mind,	though,	that	Jesus	is	the	Savior	of	ALL	mankind,	not	only	the	Messianic	Jews.	Jesus'	Hometown	We	do	know	some	things	about	Jesus'	neighborhood	that	we	can	share.
Nazareth	was	a	small	town	despised	by	mostly	everyone	during	this	time.	For	instance,	"Philip	found	Nathanael	and	said	to	him,	“We	have	found	Him	of	whom	Moses	in	the	Law	and	also	the	Prophets	wrote	—	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	the	son	of	Joseph.”	Nathanael	said	to	him,	“Can	any	good	thing	come	out	of	Nazareth?”	Philip	said	to	him,	“Come	and	see”
(John	1:45-46).	Is	it	any	surprise	that	the	early	life	of	Jesus	was	lived	in	a	humble	town	(Philippians	2:6-8).	The	Nazarites	were	also	dangerous	and	violent,	as	noted	here	in	Luke	4:28-29,	where	Jesus	was	first	preaching	to	them,"When	they	heard	this,	the	people	in	the	synagogue	were	furious.	Jumping	up,	they	mobbed	him	and	forced	him	to	the	edge
of	the	hill	on	which	the	town	was	built.	They	intended	to	push	him	over	the	cliff,	but	he	passed	right	through	the	crowd	and	went	on	his	way."	It's	no	small	wonder	Jesus	said,	"A	prophet	is	honored	everywhere	except	in	his	own	hometown	and	among	his	relatives	and	his	own	family."	(Mark	6:4.	Nazareth	was	a	tough	neighborhood	to	grow	up	in,	I'm
sure.	God	the	Father	used	this	Roman	military	outpost	for	the	childhood	of	Jesus	Christ	in	order	to	expose	him	to	the	sinful,	hurting,	common	people	of	the	day	-	those	who	he	came	to	save.	Relating	to	the	common	people	of	the	day	came	naturally	to	him	during	his	ministry.	He	was	compassionate	to	all	people,	partly	because	of	his	upbringing	in
Nazareth.	King	Herod	ruled	during	the	time	of	Jesus'	birth	and	he	had	heard	about	the	Christ	child.	The	thought	of	a	Jewish	king	being	born	in	his	domain	terrified	him,	so	he	passed	an	edict	to	have	all	male	children	under	two	years	of	age	killed.	The	early	life	of	Jesus	was	lived	with	certain	levels	of	tempered	fear	because	of	the	political	threats.
Joseph	was	told	in	a	dream	to	take	Mary	and	baby	Jesus	to	Egypt	to	escape	the	slaughter.	God's	sovereignty	would	not	let	any	harm	come	to	the	Christ.	They	obeyed	and	lived	there	until	King	Herod	died	and	then	returned	to	Nazareth.	Jesus'	Education	The	early	life	of	Jesus	is	capsulized	in	this	single	passage	from	Luke	2:40,	"There	the	child	grew	up
healthy	and	strong.	He	was	filled	with	wisdom	and	God's	favor	was	on	him."	There	would	have	been	nothing	odd	about	Jesus.	He	would	have	looked	similar	to	the	other	neighborhood	kids.	Well,	he	was	sinless,	which	was	a	LOT	different	than	the	other	kids!	We	can	only	imagine	the	ribbing	he	took	from	his	brothers,	sisters	and	friends	because	of	his
incessant	obedience.	The	peer	pressure	had	to	be	enormous	on	the	young	Jesus!The	lack	of	sin's	blinding	effects	on	Jesus'	heart	and	mind	allowed	him	to	learn	the	Hebrew	Scriptures	at	an	accelerated	rate.	Normal	humans	deal	with	effects	of	the	sin	nature	on	the	mental	and	sensory	systems	in	our	lives.	Jesus	didn't	have	such	issues.	Jewish	children
studied	and	memorized	the	Scriptures	from	the	ages	of	6-11	years	old.	The	early	life	of	Jesus	was	filled	with	memorization	and	much	learning.	The	kids	attended	schools	where	the	rulers	of	the	local	synagogue	were	his	teachers.	Joseph	and	Mary	could	possibly	have	acquired	a	scroll	with	the	Scriptures,	as	well,	giving	Jesus	extra	teaching	at	home.
When	Jesus	reached	age	12	he	would	have	become	a	Son	of	the	Law,	meaning	he	was	a	responsible	free	moral	agent.	What	Language	Did	Jesus	Speak?	What	language	did	Jesus	speak	when	he	was	young?	That	is	such	a	great	question	and	we	have	a	solid	answer	for	you.	He	didn't	only	read	and	speak	in	Hebrew,	which	was	his	native	tongue.	Aramaic
had	been	spoken	since	the	Babylon	captivity	days,	so	many	Jews	spoke	Aramaic	and	we	know	for	a	fact	Jesus	did,	as	well.	Nazareth	was	in	the	land	of	Galilee,	which	had	a	huge	Greek	presence.	Therefore,	Jesus	learned	the	Greek	language,	too.	The	early	life	of	Jesus	found	him	proficient	in	three	major	languages	of	his	day	-	Hebrew,	Aramaic,	and
Greek.	Learning	so	many	languages	also	lends	to	the	growth	and	development	of	a	person's	mind.	Jesus	Was	a	Carpenter	Jesus	learned	carpentry	from	his	step-father,	Joseph.	You	may	have	seen	the	bumper-stickers,	it's	true,	Jesus	was	a	carpenter!	Records	from	Justin	Martyr,	who	lived	soon	after	Jesus	Christ,	revealed	that	Jesus	was	an	outstanding
craftsman	of	wooden	farming	tools.	What	would	you	expect	from	such	a	gifted	and	gracious	young	man?	Many	people	came	to	him	for	yokes	and	plows.	This	physical	trade	would	have	formed	the	young	Jesus	into	a	strong	man.	He	also	acquired	much	of	his	wisdom	and	relational	skills	from	his	line	of	work.	The	plan	of	God	had	Jesus	settle	into	this
community	with	this	occupation,	in	order	to	humble	him.	Because	of	all	these	things	in	the	early	life	of	Jesus,	he	was	prepared	for	his	future	ministry.	Don't	you	enjoy	learning	about	Jesus	Christ?	Studying	his	personal	growth	is	just	one	way	of	knowing	him	better	and	loving	him	more.	I	hope	you	enjoy	hearing	about	the	early	life	of	Jesus,	as	well.
Grasp	This!	The	early	life	of	Jesus	instilled	many	things	into	his	life,	which	would	be	beneficial	to	a	successful	ministry.	He	grew	up	amongst	common	folks	and	could	thereby	relate	to	them.	He	had	a	strong	religious	education,	which	developed	his	understanding	and	wisdom.	He	learned	three	languages	so	he	could	personally	communicate	with	many
different	people.	He	also	learned	how	to	work	hard	in	a	trade,	which	toughened	him	and	prepared	him	physically	for	a	brutal	ministry.	Not	one	thing	in	the	early	life	of	Jesus	was	an	accident.	Every	moment	of	his	existence	was	under	God's	sovereign	care.	The	same	is	true	of	you	and	me.	We	were	born	to	our	special	parents,	which	God	orchestrated.
We	were	raised	in	a	certain	parenting	style,	with	many	experiences	along	the	way.	Our	education	and	development	led	us	to	where	we	stand	right	now.	God	wants	to	meet	us	right	where	we	are.	Our	lives	are	under	his	sovereign	care	and	he	wants	us	to	join	his	family	through	faith.	You	can	help	God's	kingdom	grow,	too,	just	like	Jesus	Christ	did.	The
early	life	of	Jesus	gives	parents	a	wonderful	model	in	which	to	raise	their	children.	We	need	to	offer	our	Christian	children	a	strong	education,	with	much	Scripture	learning.	Memorization	work	is	essential,	so	that	a	child's	mind	is	strengthened	and	expanded.	Children	need	to	be	raised	with	firm	discipline	and	strong	morals.	They	need	good	exercise
and	physical	strength-building	activities.	Jesus'	life	is	a	great	example	for	us	to	follow,	even	his	early	life	for	raising	our	kids.	Join	our	next	lesson:	Jesus'	Family	#2.04Bible	Study	Questions:1)	Notice	the	care	given	to	Jesus	from	both	God	and	his	family.	Does	the	supernatural	intervention	in	protecting	the	Messiah-King	grow	your	faith	in	Jesus	Christ?
2)	I	struggle	with	two	prophecies	that	discuss	the	Messiah's	physical	appearance,	Psalm	45:2	and	Isaiah	53:2.	Read	and	discuss.3)	In	learning	the	Jewish	teaching	methods	that	were	employed	for	children	in	Jesus'	era,	how	can	we	better	educate	the	Christian	children	of	today?Inspirational	Bible	Verses:When	they	couldn’t	find	him,	they	went	back	to
Jerusalem	to	search	for	him	there.	Three	days	later	they	finally	discovered	him	in	the	Temple,	sitting	among	the	religious	teachers,	listening	to	them	and	asking	questions.	All	who	heard	him	were	amazed	at	his	understanding	and	his	answers.His	parents	didn’t	know	what	to	think.	“Son,”	his	mother	said	to	him,	“why	have	you	done	this	to	us?	Your
father	and	I	have	been	frantic,	searching	for	you	everywhere.”“But	why	did	you	need	to	search?”	he	asked.	“Didn’t	you	know	that	I	must	be	in	my	Father’s	house?”	But	they	didn’t	understand	what	he	meant.Then	he	returned	to	Nazareth	with	them	and	was	obedient	to	them.	And	his	mother	stored	all	these	things	in	her	heart.Jesus	grew	in	wisdom	and
in	stature	and	in	favor	with	God	and	all	the	people.	Luke	2:48-52Faith	Quotes!Remember,	Christ	was	not	a	deified	man,	neither	was	he	a	humanized	God.	He	was	perfectly	God	and	at	the	same	time	perfectly	man.	Charles	Spurgeon	QuotesThe	soul	is	exceedingly	ravished	when	it	first	looks	on	the	beauty	of	Christ.	It	is	never	weary	of	Him.	Jonathon
Edwards	QuotesJesus	was	God	spelling	himself	out	in	language	humanity	could	understand.	S.D.	GordonPrayers	of	Thanksgiving:Dear	Jesus,You	came	and	lived	like	we	livebut	perfectly.You	fought	temptations	like	we	fightbut	prevailed.You	were	human	in	every	waybut	sinless.You	grew	and	learned	and	lovedbut	were	despised.You	have	taken	our	sin
upon	youbut	ignored	by	most.Father,	forgive	us.	Please	show	us	our	error,	and	lead	us	to	repentance.Amen.	After	sharing	this	Bible	study	lesson	on	Facebook	or	Twitter	below	download	your	FREE	printable	Bible	Study	Lessons	(pdf	version):	The	Early	Life	Of	Jesus,	Lesson	2.03.	Please	Donate	to	GG.com.Return	to	Life	of	Jesus	Christ	page.	Return	to
GraspingGod.com	Homepage.Special	Note:	I'm	grateful	to	Big	Book	Media	&	Free	Bible	Images	for	the	use	of	their	photos	for	The	Early	Life	of	Jesus	Bible	study	lesson.	Chart	-	The	Life	of	Jesus	in	Chronological	Order	The	Birth	of	John	the	Baptist	October,	7	B.C.	Jerusalem	Gabriel	Announces	John's	Birth	(Lk	1:5-25)	The	History	of	the	Birth	of	Jesus
The	Genealogy	of	Jesus	(Mat	1:1-17;	Lk	3:23-38).	Nazareth	July,	6	B.C.	Gabriel	Announces	to	Mary	(Lk	1:26-38).	Mary's	Visits	Elizabeth	(Lk	1:39-56).	An	Angel	Comes	to	Joseph	(Mat	1:18-25).	Bethlehem	The	Decree	of	Augustus	Caesar	and	the	Birth	of	Christ	(Lk	2:1-7).	The	First	Visitors	-	Shepherds	(Lk	2:8-20).	The	Second	Visitors	-	Magi	(Mat	2:1-12).
Jerusalem	April,	5	B.C.	Jesus	is	Circumcised	and	Presented	in	the	Temple	(Lk	2:21-38).	Egypt	March,	4	B.C.	Out	of	Egypt	(Mat	2:13-23).	Herod	the	Great	Dies	Nazareth	Jesus'	Early	Years	Jerusalem	April,	8	A.D.	The	Boy	Jesus	at	the	Temple	(Lk	2:41-52).	The	Beginning	of	His	Ministry	The	Jordan	September,	25	A.D.	Jesus	is	Baptized	in	the	Jordan	(Mat
3:13-17;	Mk	1:9-11;	Lk	3:21-23).	The	Wilderness	The	Temptation	in	the	Wilderness	(Mat	4:1-11;	Mk	1:12,	13;	Lk	4:1-13).	The	Eternal	Word	(Jn	1:1-18).	Bethabara	The	Testimony	of	John	(Jn	1:19-34).	The	First	Disciples	(Jn	1:35-51).	Cana	Turning	Water	to	Wine	(Jn	2:1-12).	Jesus	Visits	Jerusalem	The	First	Passover	Jerusalem	April,	26	A.D.	Jesus	was	30
Years	of	Age,	A	House	of	Merchandise	(Jn	2:13-25).	Unless	One	is	Born	Again	(Jn	3:1-21).	Jesus	Baptizes	(Jn	3:22,	with	4:2).	Galilee	He	Departed	Again	to	Galilee	(Mat	4:12;	Mk	1:14;	Lk	4:14;	Jn	4:1-3).	Samaria	The	Woman	at	the	Well	(Jn	4:4-42).	Jesus'	Ministry	in	Galilee	Galilee	He	Taught	in	Their	Synagogues	(Mt	4:17;	Mk	1:14,15;	Lk	4:14,15;	Jn
4:43-45).	Nazareth	A	Certain	Nobleman	(Jn	4:46-54)	Physician,	Heal	Yourself!	(Mat	4:13-16;	Lk	4:16-31).	Sea	of	Galilee	Peter,	Andrew,	James,	and	John	(Mat	4:18-22;	Mk	1:16-20;	Lk	5:1-11).	Galilee	And	Jesus	Went	About	All	Galilee	.	.	Teaching	(Mat	4:23-25;	Mk	1:35-39,	Lk	4:42-44).	A	Man	With	an	Unclean	Spirit	(Mk	1:21-28;	Lk	4:31-37).	Capernaum
Simon's	Wife's	Mother	Lay	Sick	(Mat	8:14-17;	Mk	1:29-34;	Lk	4:38-41).	Then	a	Leper	Came	to	Him	(Mat	8:2-4;	Mk	1:40-45;	Lk	5:12-16).	They	Brought	to	Him	a	Paralytic	(Mat	9:2-8;	Mk	2:1-12;	Lk	5:17-26).	Capernaum	Matthew	the	Tax	Collector	(Mat	9:9;	Mk	2:13,	14;	Lk	5:27,	28).	The	Second	Passover	April,	27	A.D.	Jerusalem	Healing	at	the	Pool	of
Bethesda	on	the	Sabbath	day	(Jn	5:1-47).	Healing	in	the	Synagogue	on	the	Sabbath	day	(Mat	12:9-14;	Mk	3:1-6,	Lk	6:6-11).	And	in	His	Name	Gentiles	Will	Trust	(Mat	12:15-21;	Mk	3:7-12)	Then	He	Appointed	Twelve	(Mat	10:2-4;	Mk	3:13-19;	Lk	6:	12-19).	The	Sermon	on	the	Mount	(Mat	5-7;	Lk	6:20-49).	A	Certain	Centurion's	Servant	(Mat	8:5-13;	Lk
7:1-10).	Nain	Raises	the	Dead	Son	at	Nain	(Lk	7:11-17).	Are	You	the	Coming	One?	(Mat	11:2-19;	Lk	7:18-35).	My	Yoke	is	Easy	and	My	Burden	is	Light	(Mat	11:20-30).	Capernaum	The	Woman	With	the	Alabaster	Flask	(Lk	7:36-50).	Mary	Called	Magdalene	(Lk	8:1-3).	The	Blasphemy	of	the	Holy	Spirit	(Mat	12:22-37;	Mk	3:	19-30;	Lk	11:14-20).	Teacher,
We	Want	to	See	a	Sign	From	You	(Mat	12:38-45;	Lk	11:16-36).	Woe	to	You,	Scribes	and	Pharisees,	Hypocrites	(Lk	11:37-54).	He	Began	to	Say	to	His	Disciples	(Lk	12:1-59).	Parable	of	the	Fig	Tree	(Lk	13:6-9).	Parable	of	the	Sower	(Mat	13:1-23;	Mk	4:1-25;	Lk	8:4-18).	Many	Such	Parables	(Mat	13:24-53;	Mk	4:26-34).	Sea	of	Galilee	Jesus	Rebukes	the
Storm	(Mat	8:18-27;	Mk	4:35-41;	Lk	8:22-25).	The	Herd	of	Many	Swine	(Mat	8:28-33;	Mk	5:1-21;	Lk	8:26-40).	Nazareth	He	Came	Again	to	His	Own	City	(Mat	9:1;	Mk	5:21	Lk	8:40).	The	Parable	of	the	Wineskins	(Mat	9:10-17;	Mk	2:15-22;	Lk	5:29-39).	Jairus'	Daughter	and	the	Woman	With	the	Flow	of	Blood	(Mat	9:18-26;	Mk	5:22-43;	Lk	8:41-56).	The
Blind	and	the	Mute	(Mat	9:27-34).	A	Prophet	is	Not	Without	Honor	Except	.	.	(Mat	13:53-58;	Mk	6:1-6).	He	Was	Moved	With	Compassion	For	Them	(Mat	9:35-38)	Sent	His	Disciples	Out	With	Power	and	Authority	(Mat	10;	Mk	6:6-13,	Lk	9:1-6).	Machaerus	John	the	Baptist	is	Beheaded	(Mat	14:1,	2,	6-12,	Mk	6:14-16,	21-29;	Lk	9:7-9).	Near	Bethsaida	The
Disciples	Return,	Feeding	Five	Thousand	(Mat	14:13-21;	Mk	6:30-44;	Lk	9:10-17,	Jn	6:1-14).	Sea	of	Galilee	They	Saw	Him	Walking	on	the	Sea	(Mat	14:22-36;	Mk	6:45-56;	Jn	6:15-21).	Capernaum	I	Am	the	Bread	of	Life	(Jn	6:22-65).	Do	you	also	want	to	go	away?	(Jn	6:66-71).	Unwashed	Hands	(Mat	15:1-20;	Mk	7:1-23).	A	Woman	of	Canaan	(Mat	15:21-
28;	Mk	7:24-30).	Then	Great	Multitudes	Came	to	Him	(Mat	15:29-31,	Mk	7:31-37).	Feeding	Four	Thousand	(Mat	15:32-39;	Mk	8:1-9).	Seeking	From	Him	a	Sign	From	Heaven	(Mat	16:1-4;	Mk	8:10-12).	The	Leaven	of	the	Pharisees	and	Sadducees	(Mat	16:4-12;	Mk	8:13-21).	Bethsaida	Heals	a	Blind	Man	at	Bethsaida	(Mk	8:22-26).	Caesarea	Philippi	He
Must	Go	to	Jerusalem	and	Be	Killed	(Mat	16:21-28;	Mk	8:31-38;	9:1;	Lk	9:21-27).	And	He	Was	Transfigured	(Mat	17:1-13;	Mk	9:2-13;	Lk	9:28-36).	And	Jesus	Rebuked	the	Demon	(Mat	17:14-21;	Mk	9:14-29;	Lk	9:37-43).	Speaks	Again	of	His	Death	(Mat	17:22,	23;	Mk	9:30-32;	Lk	9:43-45).	Capernaum	Miracle	of	the	Coin	in	the	Fish's	Mouth	(Mat	17:24-
27).	Which	One	is	the	Greatest?	(Mat	18:1-35;	Mk	9:33-50;	Lk	9:46-50).	He	Who	is	Not	Against	Us	is	On	Our	Side	(Mk	9:38,	39;	Lk	9:49,	50).	September,	27	A.D.	The	Feast	of	Tabernacles	Jerusalem	Set	His	Face	to	Go	to	Jerusalem	(Lk	9:51-62;	Jn	7:2-11).	The	Lord	Appointed	Seventy	Others	(Lk	10:1-16).	The	Ten	Lepers	(Lk	17:11-19).	Teaches	in	the
Temple	at	the	Feast	of	Tabernacles	(Jn	7:14-53;	8:1-59).	The	Parable	of	the	Good	Samaritan	(Lk	10:25-37).	The	Report	of	the	Seventy	(Lk	10:17-24).	Bethany	The	House	of	Mary	and	Martha	(Lk	10:38-42).	Jesus	Teaches	His	Disciples	to	Pray	(Lk	11:1-13).	December,	27	A.D.	The	Feast	of	Dedication	Jerusalem	I	Was	Blind,	Now	I	See	(Jn	9:1-41).	My
Sheep	Hear	My	Voice	(Jn	9:39-41;	10:1-21).	They	Picked	Up	Stones	To	Stone	Him	(Jn	10:22-39).	Bethabara	Beyond	the	Jordan	(Jn	10:40-42;	11:3-16).	Bethany	Jesus	Raises	Lazarus	from	the	Dead	(Jn	11:1-46).	Ephraim	The	Declaration	of	Caiaphas	(Jn	11:47-54).	Judea	The	Woman	Who	Was	Bent	Over	(Mat	19:1,	2;	Mk	10:1;	Lk	13:10-35).	Take	the
Lowest	Seat	(Lk	14:1-24).	Count	the	Cost	(Lk	14:25-35).	More	Parables,	Prodigal	Son	(Lk	15:1-32;	16:1-13).	Exposes	the	Hypocrisy	of	the	Pharisees	(Lk	16:14-18).	The	Rich	Man	and	Lazarus	(Lk	16:19-31).	Increase	Our	Faith	(Lk	17:1-10).	Teaches	the	Pharisees	About	the	Coming	of	the	Kingdom	(Lk	17:20-37).	The	Pharisee	and	the	Tax	Collector	(Lk
18:1-14).	Marriage	and	Divorce	(Mat	19:3-12;	Mk	10:2-12).	Let	the	Little	Children	Come	to	Me	(Mat	19:13-15;	Mk	10:13-16;	Lk	18:15-17).	Rich	Young	Ruler	(Mat	19:16-22;	Mk	10:17-22;	Lk	18:18-24).	The	Parable	of	the	Vineyard	(Mat	20:1-16).	Again	Foretelling	His	Death	(Mat	20:17-19;	Mk	10:32-34;	Lk	18:31-34).	Can	I	Sit	at	Your	Right	Hand?	(Mat
20:20-28;	Mk	10:35-45).	Jericho	Blind	Bartimaeus	(Mat	20:29-34;	Mk	10:46-50;	Lk	18:35-43).	Zacchaeus	who	was	a	Chief	Tax	Collector	(Lk	19:1-10).	The	Parable	of	the	Minas	(Lk	19:11-28).	Bethany	Mary	Anoints	the	Feet	of	Jesus	(Jn	12:1-9).	Jerusalem	Triumphal	Entry	into	Jerusalem	(Mat	21:1-11;	Mk	11:1-11;	Lk	19:29-44;	Jn	12:12-19).	Jesus	Enters
the	temple	(Mat	21:12,	Mk	11:11;	Lk	19:45).	Drives	the	Vendors	Out	of	the	Temple	(Mat	21:12,	13;	Lk	19:45,	46).	The	Blind	and	Lame	Came	to	Him	(Mat	21:14).	He	Was	Teaching	Daily	in	the	Temple	(Lk	19:47,	48).	The	Withered	Fig	Tree	(Mat	21:17-22;	Mk	11:12-14,	20-22).	The	Parable	of	the	Two	Sons	(Mat	21:28-31);	The	Parable	of	the
Vinedressers	(Mat	21:33-46;	Mk	12:1-12;	Lk	20:9-19);	The	Parable	of	the	Great	Supper	(Mat	22:1-14;	Lk	14:16-24).	Tested	By	the	Pharisees	(Mat	22:15-22;	Mk	12:13-17;	Lk	20:20-26).	Tested	By	the	Sadducees	(Mat	22:23-33;	Mk	12:18-27;	Lk	20:27-40);	Tested	By	a	Lawyer	(Mat	22:34-40;	Mk	12:28-34).	Beware	of	the	Scribes	and	the	Pharisees	(Mat
23;	Mk	12:38-40;	Lk	20:45-47).	A	Certain	Poor	Widow	(Mk	12:41-44;	Lk	21:1-4).	The	Prophecy	of	Isaiah	About	their	Blindness	(Jn	12:37-50).	Foretells	the	Destruction	of	the	Temple	and	Jerusalem	(Mat	24;	Mk	13;	Lk	21:5-36).	He	Saw	the	City	and	Wept	Over	It,	(Mat	23:37;	Lk	19:41-44).	The	Parables	of	the	Ten	Virgins	and	The	Talents	(Mat	25:1-30).
The	Sheep	and	the	Goats	(Mat	25:31-46).	Anointed	with	the	Flask	of	Spikenard	(Mat	26:6-13;	Mk	14:3-9;	Jn	12:1-8).	The	Third	and	Final	Passover	April,	28	A.D.	Jerusalem	The	Last	Passover	(Mat	26:17-30;	Mk	14:12-25;	Lk	22:7-20).	Began	to	Wash	the	Disciples'	Feet	(Jn	13:1-17).	The	Hand	of	My	Betrayer	is	With	Me	(Mat	26:23;	Mk	14:18-21;	Lk	22:21;
Jn	13:18).	What	You	Do	.	.	Do	Quickly	(Mat	26:21-25;	Mk	14:18-21;	Lk	22:21-23;	Jn	13:21-30).	Teaches	About	the	Holy	Spirit	(Jn	14;	15;	16).	Jesus'	Intercession	(Jn	17).	The	Prayer	in	Gethsemane	(Mat	26:30,	36-46;	Mk	14:26,	32-42;	Lk	22:39-46;	Jn	18:1).	Betrayed	and	Taken	(Mat	26:47-56;	Mk	14:43-54,	66-72;	Lk	22:47-53;	Jn	18:2-12).	The	Trial	(Mat
26:57,	58,	69-75;	Mk	14:53,	54,	66-72;	Lk	22:54-62;	Jn	18:13-18,	25-27).	Delivered	to	Pilate	(Mat	27:1,	2,	11-14;	Mk	15:1-5;	Lk	23:1-5;	Jn	18:28-38).	He	Sent	Him	to	Herod	(Lk	23:6-12).	Tried	Before	Pilate	(Mat	27:15-26;	Mk	15:6-15;	Lk	23:13-25;	Jn	18:39,	40;	19:1-16).	Mocked	by	the	Soldiers	(Mat	27:27-31;	Mk	15:16-20).	Crucifixion	Led	Him	Away	to
be	Crucified	(Mat	27:31-34;	Mk	15:20-23;	Lk	23:26-32;	Jn	19:16,	17).	Crucified	(Mat	27:35-56;	Mk	15:24-41;	Lk	23:33-49;	Jn	19:18-30).	Joseph	of	Arimathea	(Mat	27:57-66;	Mk	15:42-47;	Lk	23:50-56;	Jn	19:31-42).	The	Resurrection	He	is	Risen	(Mat	28:2-15,	Mk	16:1-11	Lk	24:1-12;	Jn	20:1-18).	Has	Appeared	to	Simon	(Lk	24:34;	1Cor	15:5).	Road	to
Emmaus	Appears	to	Two	Disciples	on	the	Road	to	Emmaus	(Mk	16:12,	13:	Lk	24:13-35).	Chart	of	the	Life	of	Jesus	Maps	Map	of	Israel	in	the	Time	of	Jesus	Israel	in	New	Testament	Times	The	Kingdom	of	Herod	the	Great	The	Divisions	of	Herod's	Kingdom	The	Baptism	of	Jesus	The	Flight	into	Egypt	Nazareth	and	the	Sea	of	Galilee	The	Beginning	of
Christ's	Ministry	Jesus	Ministers	in	Galilee	Jesus	Comes	to	Jerusalem	Jerusalem	in	the	Time	of	Jesus	Jesus	goes	to	Jerusalem	for	Passover	Jesus	Passes	Through	Samaria	Jesus	Journeys	from	Nazareth	to	Jerusalem	The	Final	Journey	of	Jesus	to	Jerusalem	Jerusalem	in	the	Time	of	Christ	The	Story	of	the	Bible	It	is	thought	that	Jesus	Christ	was	born
around	4	–	6	BC	in	Bethlehem,	about	six	miles	from	Jerusalem.	His	parents,	Joseph	and	Mary,	took	him	to	Egypt	to	avoid	a	massacre	of	infant	boys	ordered	by	King	Herod.	The	family	returned	to	their	home	in	Nazareth	in	what	is	now	northern	Israel	after	King	Herod’s	death.	Jesus	lived	in	Nazareth	until	he	was	about	30	when	he	began	travelling
around	the	area	teaching	people	about	God	and	urging	them	to	change	the	way	they	lived.	He	also	healed	people	of	a	huge	range	of	illnesses.	At	the	start	of	this	period,	he	recruited	12	men	–	known	as	disciples	-	to	follow	him.	Dozens	of	other	men	and	women	also	followed	him.	Two	disciples,	Matthew	and	John,	later	wrote	about	what	happened.	Their
eyewitness	accounts	are	in	the	Bible.	Jesus’	teachings	were	radical	and	counter-cultural.	Thousands	of	people	heard	him	speak.	He	inspired	and	challenged	the	people	who	heard	him	but	antagonised	most	of	the	Jewish	religious	leaders.	They	conspired	with	one	of	Jesus’	closest	followers	to	have	him	arrested	for	blasphemy.	Jesus	was	put	on	trial	and
executed	by	crucifixion	in	around	30AD.	Christians	believe	that	Jesus	rose	from	the	dead.	He	appeared	to	more	than	500	people	in	the	weeks	after	his	resurrection.	He	then	ascended	to	heaven,	going	up	into	the	sky	in	front	of	his	followers.	Most	of	the	information	about	the	birth,	life,	death	and	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ	comes	from	Bible	books
known	as	the	gospels	-	Matthew,	Mark,	Luke	and	John.	These	accounts	are	not	exhaustive.	They	are	not	chronological.	They	do	not	have	identical	accounts	of	many	events	and	they	record	them	in	a	different	order.	This	makes	piecing	together	an	exact	timeline	impossible.	There	are	non-Christian	sources	too,	including	the	historians	Flavius	Josephus
and	Tacitus,	who	was	a	Roman	senator.	Academics	have	used	ancient	Greek	and	Roman	documents	and	also	studied	astronomical	calendars	to	try	to	work	out	the	chronology	of	Jesus’	life.	‘But	you	Bethlehem…	out	of	you	will	come	a	ruler	who	will	be	the	shepherd	of	my	people	Israel…’	4	-	6BC	approx.	Jesus’	birthAncient	Hebrew	writings,	dating	from
hundreds	of	years	before	Jesus’	birth,	foretold	the	arrival	of	a	Messiah	who	would	lead	his	people	to	freedom.	The	Bible	book,	Micah,	says	‘But	you	Bethlehem…	out	of	you	will	come	a	ruler	who	will	be	the	shepherd	of	my	people	Israel…’Jesus’	conception	was	unique.	Christianity	teaches	that	his	mother,	Mary,	is	a	virgin	and	falls	pregnant	at	the
inspiration	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Mary	and	her	husband,	Joseph,	travel	to	his	family’s	home	town	of	Bethlehem	to	register	in	a	census	ordered	by	the	Romans,	who	occupied	the	region	at	the	time.	Jesus	is	born	while	they	are	in	Bethlehem.	Shepherds	visit	the	baby	and	bow	down	in	praise.	When	he	is	eight	days	old,	Jesus	is	circumcised	as	is	traditional	for
Jewish	boys.	When	he	is	just	over	a	month	old,	Mary	and	Joseph	take	Jesus	to	Jerusalem	to	present	him	at	the	temple	where	they	offer	sacrifices	to	God	(another	tradition).Continued	below...	4	BC	approx.	Wise	men	visit	and	Jesus	escapes	to	EgyptWise	men	arrive	in	Jerusalem	from	eastern	lands.	They	are	looking	for	an	infant	who	has	been	born	‘King
of	Jews’.	King	Herod	–	disturbed	at	the	idea	of	a	rival	–	asks	the	wise	men	to	tip	him	off	when	they	find	the	boy.	The	wise	men	find	Jesus	and	worship	him	but	return	home	by	another	route	without	telling	Herod.	Furious,	Herod	orders	the	massacre	of	all	boys	aged	two	or	under	in	Bethlehem.	But,	warned	in	a	dream,	Joseph,	Mary	and	Jesus	flee	to
safety	in	Egypt.	They	stay	until	Herod	dies.	Historians	believe	this	was	in	4	BC.8	AD	approx.	Jesus’	childhood	–	left	behind	in	JerusalemJoseph,	Mary	and	Jesus	return	from	Egypt	to	their	home	at	Nazareth	in	Galilee.	Aged	12,	Jesus	goes	to	Jerusalem	with	his	parents	for	the	Jewish	festival	of	Passover.	Mary	and	Joseph	head	home	mistakenly	leaving
Jesus	behind.	They	return	to	look	for	him.	After	three	days	they	find	him	in	the	temple,	talking	to	the	religious	teachers.	The	Bible	book,	Luke,	says	‘Everyone	who	heard	him	was	amazed	at	his	understanding	and	his	answers’.	When	Mary	challenges	him	about	his	absence,	Jesus	replies,	‘Didn’t	you	know	I	had	to	be	in	my	Father’s	house?’	–	the	first
indication	he	knows	of	his	divinity.	This	is	the	only	Bible	story	about	Jesus’	childhood,	adolescence	and	early	adulthood.28	AD	approx.	Jesus	is	baptised	and	tempted	by	the	devilRadical	teacher	John	the	Baptist	–	a	relative	of	Jesus	–	is	attracting	crowds	out	into	the	desert.	He’s	urging	them	to	give	up	their	bad	behaviour	and	attitudes.	He	says	he	is
preparing	the	way	for	a	greater	teacher.	Jesus	leaves	Nazareth	and	goes	out	into	the	desert.	John	says	this	is	the	teacher	he’d	been	talking	about.	The	Bible	book,	John,	quotes	John	saying,	‘Look,	the	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world…	this	is	one	I	meant…’	He	baptises	Jesus	in	the	River	Jordan	at	Bethany.	The	Bible	book,	Matthew,
says	that	as	Jesus	prayed,	‘...heaven	was	opened	and	the	Holy	Spirit	descended	on	him	in	bodily	form,	like	a	dove.	And	a	voice	came	from	heaven:	“You	are	my	Son	whom	I	love;	with	you	I	am	well	pleased”’.	Immediately	Jesus	goes	into	the	Judean	desert	for	40	days	without	food.	The	devil	tempts	him	three	times	but	Jesus	resists.	The	devil	departs.
Jesus	returns	to	Galilee	and	makes	Capernaum	his	home	base.‘...heaven	was	opened	and	the	Holy	Spirit	descended	on	him	in	bodily	form,	like	a	dove.	And	a	voice	came	from	heaven:	“You	are	my	Son	whom	I	love;	with	you	I	am	well	pleased”’.	28	AD	approx.	Jesus	recruits	disciples	and	performs	first	miracle	Jesus	recruits	his	first	followers:	Andrew
and	his	brother	Simon	(who	Jesus	calls	Peter).	Then	he	recruits	two	more	brothers,	James	and	John.	All	four	are	fishermen	on	the	Sea	of	Galilee.	Next	he	recruits	Philip	and	Nathanael.	At	a	wedding	in	Cana	Jesus	turns	water	into	wine	–	his	first	miracle.28AD	–	30AD	approx.	Jesus	begins	teaching	and	miraculous	healingsJesus	clears	the	temple	in
Jerusalem	of	rogue	merchants	and	money-changers.	He	begins	to	teach	and	heal	sick	people	who	come	to	him.	He	meets	a	senior	Jewish	leader,	Nicodemus,	in	secret	and	tells	him	he	must	be	‘born	again’	if	he	wants	to	have	a	close	relationship	with	God.Jesus	teaches	in	synagogues	across	Galilee.	He	is	rejected	in	Nazareth	where	people	threaten	to
throw	him	off	a	cliff.	He	continues	to	teach	and	miraculously	heal	sick	people,	including	Simon	Peter’s	mother-in-law.	Matthew,	a	tax	collector	despised	for	collaborating	with	the	occupying	Romans,	becomes	a	follower.	Jesus	chooses	12	men	to	be	his	closest	followers	(disciples).Huge	crowds	are	now	following	Jesus.	Overlooking	the	Sea	of
Galilee,Jesus	sets	out	a	Christian	manifesto,	teaching	on	a	range	of	life’s	issues	including	loving	enemies,	retaliation,	anger,	lust,	divorce,	worry,	giving	to	the	needy	and	criticising	others.	More	healings	follow.	Samaritans	and	a	Roman	centurion	believe	in	his	teachings.	Jesus	raises	a	widow’s	son	and	a	young	girl	from	the	dead.	He	uses	simple	stories,
known	as	parables,	to	teach	deep	spiritual	truths.Religious	leaders	are	antagonised	by	his	teaching	and	apparent	breach	of	laws	about	the	Jewish	Sabbath.	They	begin	to	challenge	him.	Jesus	miraculously	calms	a	storm.	He	sends	out	the	12	disciples	to	heal	the	sick.	Jesus	begins	to	predict	his	death	and	resurrection.	Religious	leaders	question	his
authority.	Jesus	condemns	their	hypocrisy.	They	begin	to	plot	to	kill	him.	Spring	30	AD	approx.	Jesus’	arrest,	crucifixion	and	resurrectionJesus	and	his	followers	head	to	Jerusalem	for	the	annual	Passover	festival.	Crowds	welcome	him	as	the	long-awaited	Messiah.	Jesus	infuriates	the	religious	authorities	by	overthrowing	tables	in	the	temple	and
condemning	the	leaders’	hypocrisy.	A	disciple,	Judas,	agrees	to	betray	Jesus.	After	celebrating	the	Passover	meal	with	his	disciples,	Jesus	is	arrested.	He	goes	before	Jewish	and	Roman	authorities	charged	with	blasphemy.	The	Jewish	authorities	demand	the	death	penalty.	Jesus	is	crucified	on	(Good)	Friday.	His	body	is	laid	in	a	tomb.	When	his
followers	go	to	retrieve	it	on	(Easter)	Sunday,	the	body	has	gone.	They	are	told	Jesus	has	risen	from	the	dead.	Jesus	appears	to	his	disciples	and	more	than	500	other	followers	over	the	next	six	weeks.	Then,	on	the	top	of	the	Mount	of	Olives,	Jesus	rises	up	to	heaven	in	front	of	his	followers	and	disappears	from	view.	Read	Jesus'	life	story	for	yourself,	as
recorded	in	the	Gospel	of	Mark,	and	decide	for	yourself	-	who	is	this	Jesus?	Topics	covered:	Mary	and	Joseph	hide	in	Egypt,	Herod	the	Great	dies,	Mary	and	Joseph	return	to	Israel	and	choose	to	go	to	Nazareth,	Jesus	at	the	temple	at	the	age	of	twelve	years	old.	Primary	scriptures:	Matthew	2:13	-	23,	Luke	2:40	-	52Mid-October	5	B.C.Mary	and	Joseph,
along	with	baby	Jesus,	flee	to	Egypt	to	avoid	the	wrath	of	Herod	the	Great.	They	will	stay	in	the	country	until	the	angel	who	told	Joseph	to	flee	revisits	him.	Now	after	they	had	departed,	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	Joseph	in	a	dream,	saying,	"Arise	and	take	the	little	Child	and	His	mother,	and	escape	into	Egypt,	and	remain	there	until	I
shall	tell	you;	for	Herod	is	about	to	seek	the	little	Child	to	destroy	Him."	(Matthew	2:13).Related	Study	Materials	Mid-February	toSpring	4	B.C.Herod	the	Great	dies	in	4	B.C.	during	the	week	of	February	11	to	17.	At	the	time	of	his	death	he	ruled	as	king	over	the	areas	of	Galilee,	Samaria,	Judea,	Idumea,	Auranitis	and	Batanea.	Herod's	death	is	made
public	and	his	will,	read	in	Jericho,	names	his	son	Herod	Archelaus	as	his	successor	(Antiquities	of	the	Jews	by	Josephus,	17.8.2).	Archelaus	begins	to	rule	as	king	over	all	the	lands	his	father	controlled	even	though	Emperor	Augustus	has	yet	to	confirm	this	position	(Antiq.	17.8.4,	17.9.3	and	17.9.5).	Related	Study	Materials	At	an	unknown	time	after
Herod's	death	an	angel	is	again	sent	to	Joseph.	This	time	the	angelic	messenger	tells	him	Herod	has	died	and	that	he	can	return	to	the	land	of	Israel.	Now	when	Herod	had	died,	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	Joseph	in	Egypt	in	a	dream,	saying,	"Arise	and	take	the	little	Child	and	His	mother,	and	go	into	the	land	of	Israel;	for	those	who	were
seeking	the	life	of	the	little	Child	have	died."	(Matthew	2:19	-	20).	Mary	and	Joseph,	along	with	their	baby	Jesus,	make	the	long	journey	back	to	Israel	with	plans	to	return	and	live	in	the	Judean	city	of	Bethlehem	(Matthew	2:22).Shortly	after	entering	Israel,	likely	through	the	city	of	Beersheeba,	Joseph	discovers	that	Herod	Archelaus	now	rules	Judea.
This	discovery	stops	him	and	his	family	in	their	tracks	as	they	wonder	what	to	do	next.	And	he	arose	and	took	the	little	Child	and	His	mother,	and	came	into	the	land	of	Israel.	But	when	he	heard	that	Archelaus	was	reigning	over	Judea	instead	of	Herod	his	father,	he	was	afraid	to	go	there	.	.	.	(Matthew	2:21	-	22,	HBFV).Why	was	Joseph	afraid	of	living
in	Judea?	It	was	almost	certainly	due	to	learning	about	Archelaus'	brutal	suppression	of	"seditious"	Jews	during	the	Passover	and	Feast	of	Unleavened	Bread	in	Jerusalem	(Antiquities	of	the	Jews	by	Josephus,	17.9.3).	The	troops	Archelaus	sent	to	insure	a	peaceful	and	non-seditious	keeping	of	the	Feast	(April	11	to	18)	ended	up	killing	3,000	men!
DetourThe	Lord,	while	Joseph	pondered	what	to	do	next,	contacted	him	again	to	inform	him	that	he	should	live	in	Nazareth	instead	of	Bethlehem..	.	.	and	after	being	divinely	instructed	in	a	dream,	he	(Joseph)	went	into	the	parts	of	Galilee.	And	after	arriving,	he	dwelt	in	a	city	called	Nazareth	.	.	.	(Matthew	2:22	-	23).Related	Study	MaterialsSpring	9
A.D.	Three	of	the	four	Gospel	writers	are	silent	regarding	Jesus'	life	from	the	age	of	about	six	months	until	he	turns	thirty.	We	have	Luke	to	thank,	however,	for	offering	us	a	glimpse	into	his	early	life	(Luke	2:40	-	52).Jesus	is	twelve	years	old	in	9	A.D.	He	travels	with	his	parents,	relatives	and	acquaintances	to	Jerusalem	to	celebrate	the	spring	Holy
Days.	Mary	and	Joseph,	after	the	Feast	ends	(April	5),	leave	the	city	assuming	Jesus	is	among	family	also	departing.	They	are	soon	shocked	to	discover	that	he	is	nowhere	to	be	found.Related	Study	Materials	Unbeknownst	to	his	parents,	Jesus	did	not	leave	Jerusalem	(like	the	rest	of	his	family)	after	keeping	the	Passover	and	the	Days	of	Unleavened
Bread	(Luke	2:41	-	45).	He	stayed	behind	in	the	temple	carefully	listening	to	what	the	priests	said	and	asking	questions.	He	also	offered	profound	answers	that	amazed	and	astonished	all	those	who	heard	him	(verse	27)!	Jesus'	parents,	after	rushing	back	to	Jerusalem,	find	him	at	the	temple	engrossed	in	theological	discussions.	Mary	then	chides	her
son	for	the	panic	he	caused.	Son,	why	have	You	dealt	with	us	in	this	manner?	Look,	Your	father	and	I	have	been	very	distressed	while	searching	for	You	(Luke	2:48).	Jesus	responds	to	the	correction	by	questioning	his	parents'	behavior.	Why	is	it	that	you	were	looking	for	Me?	Don't	you	realize	that	I	must	be	about	My	Father's	business?	(Luke
2:49).Revealing	Facts	The	events	Luke	records	when	Christ	was	twelve	reveal	several	fascinating	facts.	They	tell	us	Jesus	fully	understood,	at	a	young	age,	that	God	(not	Joseph)	was	his	true	Father.	He	also	was	aware,	certainly	as	a	basic	level,	why	he	was	born	and	what	was	his	mission.	He	knew	the	purpose	of	his	life	was	to	fulfill	God's	will	for	him.
This	peek	into	Jesus'	early	life	also	highlights	that	Mary	and	Joseph,	even	after	more	than	a	decade,	had	yet	to	fully	grasp	their	son's	true	identity	or	their	part	in	God's	plan	of	salvation.	Luke	2	also	shows	Joseph	lived	to	Christ's	twelfth	birthday	but	died	sometime	before	the	Lord	turned	thirty.Related	Study	Materials	Previous				-				Next	Timeline	of
Jesus'	Life	and	MinistrySeries	ReferencesAMG	Concise	Bible	DictionaryAppointed	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahBarnes'	Notes	on	the	New	TestamentBible	Knowledge	CommentaryHarmony	of	the	Gospels	in	Modern	EnglishHoly	Bible,	a	Faithful	VersionNew	Manners	and	Customs	John	21:25	tells	us	that	there	were	so	many	remarkable	incidents	in	the
life	of	Jesus	Christ,	that	if	they	were	all	written	down,	the	number	of	volumes	would	be	beyond	measure.	What	He	accomplished	in	the	3½	years	of	His	ministry	is	astounding.	Thankfully,	we	have	four	Gospel	writers	who	record	a	great	deal	of	what	took	place,	including	specific	details	surrounding	His	birth.	These	glimpses	are	provided	that	we	“may
believe	that	Jesus	is	the	Christ,	the	Son	of	God,	and	that	believing	[we]	may	have	life	in	His	name”	(John	20:31).	The	Gospel	accounts	provide	rich	details	regarding	the	ministry	of	Jesus	Christ.	However,	many	have	questions	about	the	life	of	Jesus	before	His	ministry.	Where	did	Jesus	grow	up?	What	was	Jesus	like	as	a	young	child	and	as	a	boy	growing
toward	adulthood?	Did	Jesus	have	siblings	and	friends?	Was	Jesus	a	carpenter?	While	answers	to	many	of	these	questions	remain	shrouded,	the	biblical	narrative	provides	some	clues	about	these	missing	years.	Jesus	as	a	child	The	environment	in	which	Jesus	grew	up	was	complicated	by	religious	and	political	forces	at	work	in	Judea	and	the
surrounding	territories.	Many	acknowledge	Jesus’	birthplace	was	Bethlehem	(Luke	2:4-7),	a	city	long	associated	with	the	family	of	David.	Jesus	would	not	stay	long	in	His	ancestral	city.	Shortly	after	His	birth,	Joseph	and	Mary	brought	Jesus	to	the	temple	in	Jerusalem	(Luke	2:22-38).	Within	months,	the	family	would	journey	by	night	to	Egypt	to	escape
the	murderous	rampage	of	King	Herod	(Matthew	2:13-18).	In	Egypt,	the	family	found	safe	haven	until	Herod’s	death,	when	the	family	returned	home.	But	Jesus	did	not	grow	up	in	the	area	of	Bethlehem	or	Jerusalem.	Instead,	Jesus’	childhood	home	was	in	Nazareth,	a	city	of	Galilee	(Matthew	2:19-23;	Luke	2:39).	Luke	2:40	gives	a	summary	statement
describing	Jesus’	development	from	infancy	to	age	12:	“And	the	Child	grew	and	became	strong	in	spirit,	filled	with	wisdom;	and	the	grace	of	God	was	upon	Him.”	Jesus’	family	life	Jesus	grew	up	in	a	bustling,	growing	family.	Matthew	makes	clear	that	Joseph	and	Mary	did	not	have	children	before	Jesus’	birth	(Matthew	1:24-25).	However,	the	Bible	tells
us	Jesus	had	several	younger	half-siblings,	children	of	Joseph	and	Mary.	Matthew	names	four	brothers—James,	Joses,	Simon	and	Judas	(Matthew	13:55).	There	were	also	at	least	two	sisters	(verse	56).	Thus,	Jesus	was	the	oldest	of	at	least	seven	children.	His	stepfather,	Joseph,	was	a	carpenter	(verse	55).	This	occupation	is	generally	understood	to	be
someone	who	works	with	wood.	However,	The	Expositor’s	Bible	Commentary	explains	this	word	“can	mean	‘carpenter’—one	who	works	with	wood—or	perhaps	even	‘builder,’	in	a	time	and	place	when	most	homes	were	made	of	mud	brick”	(Revised	Edition,	2010,	Vol.	9,	p.	384).	This	occupation	would	require	skill,	patience	and	hard	work—all	traits
Jesus	would	have	observed	during	His	childhood.	Was	Jesus	a	carpenter?	Mark	records	that	Jesus	Himself	was	referred	to	as	“the	carpenter”	(Mark	6:3).	During	His	life,	it	was	customary	for	boys	to	be	apprenticed	in	the	occupation	of	their	father.	Thus,	as	the	oldest	son	in	the	household,	it	seems	probable	that	Jesus	would	have	been	trained	and
employed	as	a	carpenter.	While	the	biblical	narrative	does	not	expound	on	this	point,	it	is	perhaps	likely	that	Jesus	used	His	carpentry	skills	to	support	Himself	until	beginning	His	ministry.	Jesus	was	raised	in	a	religious	home	In	addition	to	telling	us	of	Jesus’	numerous	siblings	and	Joseph’s	occupation,	the	Bible	also	shows	that	Jesus	was	reared	in	a
devoutly	religious	home.	His	family	faithfully	followed	God’s	instructions	concerning	the	annual	religious	festivals.	Luke	records	that	Jesus’	family	made	annual	pilgrimages	to	Jerusalem	for	the	feast	of	Passover	and	Days	of	Unleavened	Bread	(Luke	2:41-42).	Interestingly,	social	scientists	today	have	confirmed	the	benefits	for	children	growing	up	in	a
religious	environment.	Dr.	Pat	Fagan	is	the	director	of	the	Center	for	Research	on	Marriage	and	Religion	and	senior	fellow	at	the	Marriage	and	Religion	Research	Institute	in	Washington,	D.C.	After	compiling	the	findings	of	over	100	independent	social	scientists	over	the	last	two	decades	on	the	effect	that	church	attendance	has	on	the	lives	of	kids,	he
said,	“When	policymakers	consider	America’s	grave	social	problems,	including	violent	crime	and	rising	illegitimacy,	substance	abuse,	and	welfare	dependency,	they	should	heed	the	findings	in	the	professional	literature	of	the	social	sciences	on	the	positive	consequences	that	flow”	from	faithful	church	attendance	(Rob	Kerby,	“Church	Kids	Less	Likely
to	Divorce	or	Live	in	Poverty,”	beliefnet.com).	Learning	at	an	early	age	that	there	is	a	God	and	that	each	person	is	made	in	His	image	provides	a	healthy	atmosphere	for	well-adjusted	children.	Joseph	and	Mary	furnished	a	home	centered	on	God’s	love,	His	commandments	and	His	way	of	life,	which	is	undoubtedly	one	reason	God	selected	them	to
provide	His	Son’s	early	childhood	development.	Jesus	was	an	exceptional	Child	Jesus	experienced	a	natural	maturing	process	similar	to	any	growing	boy,	but	He	was	especially	endowed	with	God’s	Spirit	and	favor	from	birth	so	that	He	was	far	advanced	beyond	other	young	men	when	it	came	to	grasping	the	Word	of	God	and	spiritual	principles.
Interestingly,	Luke’s	account	of	Jesus’	life	tells	of	something	that	took	place	when	Jesus	was	12	years	of	age.	There	is	much	we	can	learn	from	this	fascinating	story,	which	is	only	found	in	the	Gospel	of	Luke.	Luke	2:43-44	begins	to	give	some	interesting	insight	into	the	dynamics	of	Jesus’	special	family.	After	the	festivals,	as	the	family	caravan	was	a
day’s	journey	from	Jerusalem	on	their	way	toward	home,	it	was	discovered	that	Jesus	was	not	with	the	group.	How	could	they	have	gone	so	far	without	realizing	this?	First	of	all,	Jesus	must	have	been	a	boy	who	had	earned	His	parents’	confidence	and	trust.	Joseph	and	Mary	were	obviously	relying	on	Jesus	to	act	in	a	responsible	manner	during	the	trip
home	from	Jerusalem.	They	had	learned	by	this	time	that	their	oldest	child	was	a	very	reliable,	capable	and	dependable	youth.	Had	He	been	unpredictable	or	immature,	then	they	would	have	felt	the	need	to	oversee	His	whereabouts	more	closely.	But	apparently	they	had	no	reason	to	expect	anything	out	of	the	ordinary.	They	were	startled	to	find	that
He	was	not	with	the	caravan.	Filled	with	concern,	they	spent	the	next	day	traveling	back	to	Jerusalem	with	great	consternation,	hoping	to	find	Him	safe.Joseph	and	Mary	assumed	He	was	traveling	with	another	family	or	relatives	and	didn’t	inquire	as	to	His	whereabouts	until	later	that	day.	This	was	understandable	behavior	on	their	part	since	there
was	no	way	they	could	have	envisioned	anything	other	than	reliable	conduct	from	their	Son	and	a	normal	trip	home	to	Nazareth	after	the	Passover	festival.	They	were	startled	to	find	that	He	was	not	with	the	caravan.	Filled	with	concern,	they	spent	the	next	day	traveling	back	to	Jerusalem	with	great	consternation,	hoping	to	find	Him	safe.	The	boy
Jesus	at	the	temple	It	appears	it	was	on	the	third	day	after	the	festival	that	they	found	Him	in	the	temple	area.	He	was	not	playing	with	other	boys,	lost	or	even	scared	to	be	on	His	own.	He	was	instead	involved	in	serious	discussions	with	some	of	the	learned	teachers	of	the	law	in	Jerusalem,	“both	listening	to	them	and	asking	them	questions”	(Luke
2:46).	Rather	than	being	annoyed	by	one	so	youthful,	these	intelligent	men	were	astounded	by	Jesus’	questions	and	responses	and,	most	importantly,	by	His	grasp	of	deep	theological	topics.	Luke’s	account	says,	“All	who	heard	Him	were	astonished	at	His	understanding	and	answers”	(verse	47).	Truly	they	were	in	the	presence	of	a	very	divinely	gifted
young	man.	Once	He	was	located,	Joseph	and	Mary	were	relieved	to	find	Jesus	safe.	Yet	at	the	same	time	they	were	bewildered	by	their	Son’s	surprising	behavior	and	seeming	lack	of	appreciation	for	the	anxiousness	He	had	caused.	Mary	took	the	lead	in	asking	what	it	all	meant.	It	seems	Joseph	remained	quiet	for	the	moment	and	allowed	her	to	speak
for	them	both.	Perhaps	it	was	because	Jesus	was	conceived	in	her	womb	or	because,	being	a	concerned	mother,	she	was	the	one	more	emotionally	distraught	after	the	days	of	searching,	but	Mary	now	sought	an	answer	from	her	Son.	Jesus’	mother	showed	wisdom	and	self-control	in	that	she	first	inquired	about	her	Son’s	intent.	She	asked	in	verse	48,
“Son,	why	have	You	done	this	to	us?	Look,	Your	father	and	I	have	sought	You	anxiously.”	Many	parents	would	automatically	allow	their	frustration	or	anger	to	dictate	their	action	and	might	lash	out	at	their	child	for	causing	such	distress,	but	she	apparently	knew	her	Son	had	never	been	irresponsible	or	rebellious	and	so	she	sought	an	honest
understanding	of	what	He	was	doing.	“I	must	be	about	My	Father’s	business”	Jesus	responded	to	His	mother’s	inquiry	by	saying,	“Why	did	you	seek	Me?	Did	you	not	know	that	I	must	be	about	My	Father’s	business?”	(verse	49).	Jesus	did	not	give	prior	warning	that	He	intended	to	remain	in	Jerusalem.	Perhaps	He	hoped	that	Joseph	and	Mary	would
conclude	that	He	had	important	work	to	accomplish	and	that	they	would	not	worry	when	He	turned	up	missing.	Spiritual	understanding	Jesus	must	have	had	some	very	profound	conversations	with	His	parents	growing	up.	His	mother	would	have	related	the	story	of	His	birth	and	what	Gabriel	said	when	he	appeared	to	her	nine	months	prior	to	His
birth.	Jesus	also	had	His	Father’s	Spirit	without	measure	(John	3:34).	He	had	a	strong	grasp	of	His	own	purpose	for	being	on	the	earth.	The	zeal	to	please	His	Heavenly	Father	and	do	the	work	of	God	would	have	burned	strongly	in	Him	even	at	this	time	in	His	young	life.	So,	perhaps	Jesus	felt	His	parents,	on	this	occasion,	would	consider	all	this	and
that	it	would	allay	any	anxiety	concerning	His	whereabouts.	Of	course,	parental	concern	for	their	12-year-old	was	so	strong	that	they	were	not	fully	able	to	understand	what	He	said	to	them	(Luke	2:50).	Now	that	His	parents	had	returned	for	Him,	Jesus	knew	He	would	later	launch	into	His	life’s	work	and	undertake	His	Father’s	business.	But	for	now
Jesus	determined	to	return	to	Nazareth	and	continue	to	be	subject	to	Joseph	and	Mary	(verse	51).	Jesus’	Heavenly	Father	did	not	intend	His	Son	to	begin	His	great	public	ministry	for	another	18	years.	By	then	He	would	be	ready	to	face	the	greatest	challenge	any	man	could	ever	face.	Why	did	Luke	record	the	story	of	Jesus	as	a	boy	in	the	temple?
There	is	a	reason	God	inspired	Luke	to	record	this	amazing	account	in	Jesus’	childhood.	We	see	from	this	circumstance	that	this	extraordinary	family	went	through	life	experiences	as	any	normal	family	does,	with	real	feelings,	emotions,	cares	and	sometimes	confusion	felt	by	family	members,	including	Jesus’	brothers	and	sisters	(see	John	7:3-4).	All
three	of	the	key	players	in	this	account	showed	godly	responses	to	the	circumstances	they	faced	and	ended	up	maturing	as	individuals.	Joseph	and	Mary	had	much	to	ponder	concerning	their	Son	and	His	special	gifts,	and	Jesus	grew	in	understanding	of	His	role	as	a	son	and	emerged	with	a	greater	grasp	of	God’s	will	for	Him.	Yet,	through	it	all,	no	one
sinned	and	the	parent-child	relationship	was	strengthened	not	damaged.	What	guided	these	three	individuals	are	the	principles	found	in	God’s	Word,	the	Bible.	They	were	also	helped	by	the	Holy	Spirit	that	came	from	our	Heavenly	Father.	If	you	would	like	to	learn	more	about	God’s	purpose	for	your	life	and	how	that	Spirit	and	truth	can	guide	your
life,	we	hope	you’ll	download	and	read	more	in	the	booklet	God’s	Purpose	for	You.	c.	6-4	BCE–30	CEJump	to:Jesus,	or	Jesus	Christ,	was	a	1st	century	preacher	and	religious	leader	who	is	revered	in	Christianity.	According	to	Christians,	Jesus	is	considered	the	incarnation	of	God,	and	his	teachings	are	followed	as	an	example	for	living	a	more	spiritual
life.	Christians	believe	he	died	for	the	sins	of	all	people	and	rose	from	the	dead.	Little	is	known	about	his	early	years,	but	his	life	and	ministry	are	recorded	in	the	New	Testament	of	the	Bible.	Beyond	this	theological	document,	ancient	texts	from	Jewish	and	Roman	scholars	also	make	mention	of	the	preacher.	Various	events	in	Jesus’	life	are
commemorated	in	Christian	holidays.	Christmas	celebrates	his	birthday,	Good	Friday	marks	his	crucifixion,	and	Easter	honors	his	resurrection.FULL	NAME:	Jesus	BORN:	circa	6-4	BCEDIED:	30	CEBIRTHPLACE:	Bethlehem	(modern-day	Palestine)Scholars	believe	Jesus	was	born	between	6	and	4	BCE	in	the	town	of	Bethlehem,	located	in	the	modern-
day	West	Bank.	The	Middle	Eastern	territory	is	located	in	what	is	now	Palestine,	though	Israel	has	occupied	the	area	since	1967.	His	exact	birth	date	is	unknown,	but	Christians	celebrate	Jesus’	birthday	on	December	25,	the	Christmas	holiday.	(Orthodox	Christmas	is	observed	on	January	7	due	to	a	13-day	difference	in	the	ancient	Julian	calendar
Eastern	Orthodox	churches	follow	and	the	more	widely	accepted	Gregorian	calendar.)According	to	the	Bible,	Jesus’	mother,	Mary,	was	a	virgin	who	was	betrothed	to	a	carpenter	named	Joseph.	Christians	believe	Jesus	was	conceived	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	unbodied	spirit	of	God.	The	Christian	doctrine	of	the	Trinity	explains	that	there	is
one	God	divided	into	three	parts:	the	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit.	Jesus	is	considered	the	son	and	physical	embodiment	of	God.	The	Gospel	of	Matthew	claims	that	Jesus	was	born	during	the	reign	of	Herod	the	Great,	who	upon	hearing	of	his	birth	felt	threatened	and	tried	to	kill	Jesus	by	ordering	the	execution	of	all	of	Bethlehem’s	male	children	under
age	2.	An	angel	warned	Joseph,	according	to	Scripture,	and	he	took	Mary	and	the	child	to	Egypt	until	Herod’s	death.	Joseph	then	brought	the	family	back,	and	they	settled	in	the	town	of	Nazareth,	in	Galilee,	located	in	northern	Israel.	Jesus’	relation	to	the	historic	town	is	why	he	is	also	referred	to	as	Jesus	of	Nazareth.	He	is	also	known	by	other	names,
including	his	Hebrew	name,	Yeshua.Most	of	Jesus’	life	is	told	through	the	four	Gospels	of	the	Bible’s	New	Testament,	known	as	the	Canonical	Gospels,	written	by	Matthew,	Mark,	Luke,	and	John.	These	are	not	biographies	in	the	modern	sense	but	accounts	with	allegorical	intent.	They	are	written	to	engender	faith	in	Jesus	as	the	Messiah	and	the
incarnation	of	God	who	came	to	teach,	suffer,	and	die	for	people’s	sins.	There	is	very	little	written	about	Jesus’	early	life.	The	Gospel	of	Luke	(2:41-52)	recounts	that	a	12-year-old	Jesus	had	accompanied	his	parents	on	a	pilgrimage	to	Jerusalem,	a	city	in	between	the	Dead	Sea	and	the	Mediterranean,	and	became	separated.	He	was	found	several	days
later	discussing	affairs	with	some	of	Jerusalem’s	elders	in	a	temple.	Throughout	the	New	Testament,	there	are	trace	references	of	Jesus	working	as	a	carpenter	as	a	young	adult.	It	is	believed	that	he	began	his	ministry	as	a	Jewish	preacher	at	age	30	when	he	was	baptized	by	John	the	Baptist,	who	upon	seeing	Jesus	declared	him	the	Son	of	God.Saint
John	the	BaptistAfter	his	baptism,	Jesus	went	into	the	Judean	Desert	to	fast	and	meditate	for	40	days	and	nights.	This	period	encompassed	the	Temptation	of	Christ,	as	chronicled	in	the	Gospels	of	Matthew,	Mark,	and	Luke	(known	as	the	Synoptic	Gospels).	The	Devil	appeared	and	tempted	Jesus	three	times:	once	to	turn	stone	to	bread,	once	to	cast
himself	off	a	mountain	where	angels	would	save	him,	and	once	to	offer	him	all	the	kingdoms	of	the	world.	All	three	times,	Jesus	rejected	the	Devil’s	temptation	and	sent	him	off.Jesus	returned	to	Galilee	and	made	trips	to	neighboring	villages.	During	this	time,	several	people	became	his	disciples.	One	of	these	was	Mary	Magdalene,	who	is	first
mentioned	the	Gospel	of	Luke	(8:1–3)	and	later	in	all	four	Gospels	at	the	crucifixion.	Although	she	isn’t	mentioned	in	the	context	of	the	12	apostles,	she	is	considered	to	have	been	involved	in	Jesus’	ministry	from	the	beginning	to	his	death	and	after.Mary	MagdaleneWhen	Jesus	was	beginning	his	ministry,	as	told	in	the	Gospel	of	John	(2:1-11),	he	and
his	disciples	traveled	with	his	mother,	Mary,	to	a	wedding	at	Cana	in	Galilee.	The	wedding	host	had	run	out	of	wine	and	Mary	came	to	him	for	help.	At	first,	Jesus	refused	to	intervene,	but	then	he	relented	and	asked	a	servant	to	bring	him	large	jars	filled	with	water.	He	turned	the	water	into	a	wine	of	higher	quality	than	any	served	during	the	wedding.
The	event	is	depicted	as	the	first	sign	of	Jesus’	glory	and	his	disciples’	belief	in	him.After	the	wedding,	Jesus,	Mary,	and	his	disciples	traveled	to	Jerusalem	for	the	Jewish	holiday	of	Passover.	At	the	temple,	they	saw	money	changers	and	merchants	selling	goods.	In	a	rare	display	of	anger,	Jesus	overturned	the	tables	and,	with	a	whip	made	of	cords,
drove	them	out,	declaring	that	his	Father’s	house	isn’t	a	house	for	merchants.The	Synoptic	Gospels	chronicle	Jesus	as	he	traveled	through	Judea	and	Galilee.	Along	the	way,	he	used	parables	and	miracles	to	explain	how	the	prophecies	were	being	fulfilled	and	that	the	kingdom	of	God	was	near.	As	word	spread	of	Jesus’	teaching	and	healing	the	sick
and	diseased,	more	people	began	to	follow	him.	At	one	point,	Jesus	came	to	a	level	area	and	was	joined	by	a	great	number	of	people.	There,	at	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount,	he	presented	several	discourses,	known	as	the	Beatitudes,	which	encapsulate	many	of	the	spiritual	teachings	of	love,	humility,	and	compassion.As	Jesus	continued	preaching	about
the	kingdom	of	God,	the	crowds	grew	larger,	and	they	began	to	proclaim	him	as	the	Messiah,	or	savior,	and	Son	of	David.	The	latter	is	a	Messianic	title	that	refers	to	Jesus	as	the	anointed	one:	a	descendant	of	King	David	prophesied	to	free	the	Israelites.	Experts	on	Jewish	law	and	tradition,	who	were	known	as	the	Pharisees,	heard	of	this	and	publicly
challenged	Jesus,	accusing	him	of	having	the	power	of	Satan.	He	defended	his	actions	with	a	parable,	then	questioned	their	logic	and	told	them	such	thinking	denied	the	power	of	God,	which	only	further	hardened	their	resolve	to	work	against	him.Near	the	ancient	city	of	Caesarea	Philippi,	now	known	as	Banias,	Jesus	talked	with	his	disciples.
According	to	the	Gospel	of	Matthew	(16:13),	he	asked,	“Who	do	you	say	that	I	am?”	The	question	confused	them,	and	only	Peter	responded,	saying,	“You	are	the	Christ,	the	Son	of	the	living	God.”	Jesus	blessed	Peter,	accepting	the	titles	of	the	“Son	of	God”	and	“Christ,”	which	means	Messiah,	and	declared	the	proclamation	a	divine	revelation	from
God.	Jesus	then	proclaimed	Peter	to	be	the	leader	of	the	church.	Jesus	also	warned	his	disciples	of	the	Pharisees’	conspiracy	against	him	and	of	his	fate	to	suffer	and	be	killed	only	to	rise	from	the	dead	on	the	third	day.	Saint	BartholomewSaint	ThomasSaint	MarkLess	than	a	week	later,	Jesus	took	three	of	his	disciples	to	a	high	mountain	where	they
could	pray	alone.	According	to	the	Synoptic	Gospels,	Jesus’	face	began	shining	like	the	sun	and	his	entire	body	glowed	with	a	white	light.	Then,	the	prophets	Elijah	and	Moses	appeared,	and	Jesus	talked	to	them.	A	bright	cloud	emerged	around	them,	and	a	voice	said,	“This	is	my	beloved	Son,	with	whom	I	am	well	pleased;	listen	to	him.”	This	event,
known	as	the	Transfiguration,	is	a	pivotal	moment	in	Christian	theology.	It	supports	the	identity	of	Jesus	as	the	Christ,	the	Son	of	the	living	God.Jesus	arrived	in	Jerusalem,	the	week	before	Passover,	riding	on	a	donkey.	Great	numbers	of	people	took	palm	branches	and	greeted	him	at	the	city’s	entry.	They	praised	him	as	the	Son	of	David	and	as	the
Son	of	God.	The	priests	and	Pharisees,	fearful	of	the	growing	public	adulation,	felt	he	must	be	stopped.All	four	Gospels	describe	Jesus’	final	week	in	Jerusalem.	During	this	time,	Jesus	raised	Lazarus	from	the	dead,	confronted	money	changers	and	merchants	in	the	temple,	and	debated	with	the	high	priests	who	questioned	his	authority.	He	told	his
disciples	about	the	coming	days	and	that	Jerusalem’s	temple	would	be	destroyed.	Meanwhile,	the	chief	priests	and	elders	met	with	high	priest	Caiaphas	and	set	plans	in	motion	to	arrest	Jesus.	One	of	the	disciples,	Judas,	met	with	the	chief	priests	and	told	them	how	he	would	deliver	Jesus	to	them.	They	agreed	to	pay	him	30	pieces	of	silver.Jesus	and
his	12	disciples	met	for	the	Passover	meal,	and	he	gave	them	his	final	words	of	faith.	He	also	foretold	of	his	betrayal	by	one	of	the	disciples	and	privately	let	Judas	know	it	was	him.	Jesus	told	Peter	that	before	a	rooster	crowed	the	next	morning,	he	would	have	denied	knowing	Jesus	three	times.	At	the	end	of	the	meal,	Jesus	instituted	the	Eucharist,
which	in	the	Christian	religion	signifies	the	covenant	between	God	and	humans.After	the	Last	Supper,	Jesus	and	his	disciples	went	to	pray	in	the	Garden	of	Gethsemane	at	the	foot	of	Mount	Olivet	in	East	Jerusalem.	Jesus	asked	God	to	spare	him	the	suffering	and	death	that	awaited	him.	He	implored	a	group	of	his	disciples	to	pray	with	him,	but	they
kept	falling	asleep.	Then,	soldiers	and	officials	appeared,	and	Judas	was	with	them.	He	gave	Jesus	a	kiss	on	the	cheek	to	identify	him,	and	the	soldiers	arrested	Jesus.	One	disciple	tried	to	resist	the	arrest,	brandished	his	sword,	and	cut	the	ear	off	one	of	the	soldiers.	But	Jesus	admonished	him	and	healed	the	soldier’s	wound.Judas	IscariotAfter	his
arrest,	many	of	the	disciples	went	into	hiding.	Jesus	was	taken	to	the	high	priest	and	interrogated.	He	was	hit	and	spat	upon	for	not	responding.	Meanwhile,	Peter	had	followed	Jesus	to	the	high	priests’	court.	As	he	hid	in	the	shadows,	three	house	servants	asked	if	he	was	one	of	Jesus’	disciples,	and	each	time	he	denied	it.	After	each	denial,	a	rooster
crowed.	Jesus	was	then	led	out	of	the	house	and	looked	directly	at	Peter,	who	remembered	how	Jesus	had	said	Peter	would	deny	him	and	wept	bitterly.	Judas,	who	was	watching	from	a	distance,	became	distraught	by	his	betrayal	of	Jesus	and	attempted	to	return	the	30	pieces	of	silver.	The	priests	told	him	his	guilt	was	his	own.	He	threw	the	coins	into
the	temple	and	later	hanged	himself.The	next	day,	Jesus	was	taken	to	the	high	court	where	he	was	mocked,	beaten,	and	condemned	for	claiming	to	be	the	Son	of	God.	He	was	brought	before	Pontius	Pilate,	the	Roman	governor	of	Judea.	The	priests	accused	Jesus	of	claiming	to	be	the	king	of	the	Jews	and	asked	that	he	be	condemned	to	death.Pontius
PilateAt	first,	Pilate	tried	to	pass	Jesus	off	to	King	Herod,	but	he	was	brought	back.	Pilate	next	told	the	Jewish	priests	he	could	find	no	fault	with	Jesus.	The	priests	reminded	him	that	anyone	who	claimed	to	be	a	king	speaks	against	Caesar.	Pilate	publicly	washed	his	hands	of	responsibility	yet	ordered	the	crucifixion	in	response	to	the	demands	of	the



crowd.	The	Roman	soldiers	whipped	and	beat	Jesus,	placed	a	crown	of	thorns	on	his	head,	and	led	him	off	to	Mount	Calvary.Jesus	was	crucified	alongside	two	thieves,	one	at	his	left	and	the	other	at	his	right.	Above	his	head	was	the	charge	against	him,	“King	of	the	Jews.”	At	his	feet	were	his	mother,	Mary,	and	disciple,	Mary	Magdalene.	The	Gospels
describe	various	events	that	occurred	during	the	last	three	hours	of	his	life,	including	the	taunting	by	the	soldiers	and	the	crowd,	Jesus’	agony	and	outbursts,	and	his	final	words.	While	Jesus	was	on	the	cross,	the	sky	darkened.	Immediately	upon	his	death,	an	earthquake	erupted,	tearing	the	temple’s	curtain	from	top	to	bottom.	A	soldier	confirmed	his
death	by	sticking	a	spear	into	his	side,	which	produced	only	water.	He	was	taken	down	from	the	cross	and	buried	in	a	nearby	tomb.Many	scholars	argue	Jesus	died	in	30	CE,	though	some	religious	experts	and	believers	say	his	death	happened	in	the	year	33.	Given	this,	Jesus	was	likely	in	his	30s	or	perhaps	40	years	old	when	he	died.	His	crucifixion	is
commemorated	on	the	Christian	holiday	of	Good	Friday.Three	days	after	his	death,	Jesus’	tomb	was	found	empty.	He	had	risen	from	the	dead	and	appeared	first	to	Mary	Magdalene,	per	the	Gospels	of	Mark	and	John,	then	to	his	mother,	Mary.	They	both	informed	the	disciples,	who	were	in	hiding,	and	later,	Jesus	appeared	to	them	and	told	them	not	to
be	afraid.	During	this	brief	time,	he	beseeched	his	disciples	to	go	into	the	world	and	preach	the	gospel	to	all	humanity.	Today,	Christians	celebrate	Jesus’	resurrection	on	the	Easter	holiday.After	40	days,	Jesus	led	his	disciples	to	Mount	Olivet	and	spoke	his	final	words	to	them,	saying	they	would	receive	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	before	he	ascended
into	heaven.	While	there	is	no	physical	or	archeological	evidence	that	Jesus	existed,	he	has	been	written	about	in	non-Christian	texts	dating	back	50	to	70	years	after	his	death.	Jewish	historian	Flavius	Josephus	made	two	references	to	Jesus	in	his	history	of	Judaism,	The	Antiquities	of	the	Jews,	circa	93	CE,	calling	him	the	“so-called	Christ.”	Nearly	20
years	later,	Roman	historian	and	politician	Publius	Cornelius	Tacitus	mentioned	the	crucifixion	of	“Christus”	in	Annals	of	Imperial	Rome,	while	Roman	Governor	Pliny	the	Younger	also	made	references	to	early	Christians	worshipping	Jesus	in	a	letter	to	the	Emperor	Trajan.	Put	your	sword	back	into	its	place;	for	those	who	live	by	the	sword,	die	by	the
sword.	[Matthew	26:52]“Blessed	are	the	meek,	for	they	shall	inherit	the	earth...	Blessed	are	the	merciful,	for	they	shall	obtain	mercy...	Blessed	are	the	peacemakers,	for	they	shall	be	called	sons	of	God.	[Matthew	5:5-9]But	I	say	to	you	that	hear,	Love	your	enemies,	do	good	to	those	who	hate	you,	bless	those	who	curse	you,	pray	for	those	who	abuse
you.	If	you	love	those	who	love	you,	what	credit	is	that	to	you?	For	even	sinners	love	those	who	love	them.	And	if	you	do	good	to	those	who	do	good	to	you,	what	credit	is	that	to	you?	For	even	sinners	do	the	same.	[Luke	6:27-32]Blessed	are	you	who	are	poor	for	yours	is	the	kingdom	of	God.	[Luke	6:20-21]Come,	you	that	are	blessed	by	my	Father,
inherit	the	kingdom	prepared	for	you	from	the	foundation	of	the	world;	for	I	was	hungry	and	you	gave	me	food,	I	was	thirsty	and	you	gave	me	something	to	drink,	I	was	a	stranger	and	you	welcomed	me,	I	was	naked	and	you	gave	me	clothing,	I	was	sick	and	you	took	care	of	me,	I	was	in	prison	and	you	visited	me.	[Matthew	25:34-36]You’re	blessed
when	you’re	at	the	end	of	your	rope.	With	less	of	you	there	is	more	of	God	and	His	rule.	[Matthew	5:3]There’s	no	“ifs”	among	believers.	Anything	can	happen.	[Mark	9:23]Are	you	tired?	Worn	out?	Burned	out	on	religion?	Come	to	me.	Get	away	with	me	and	you’ll	recover	your	life.	I’ll	show	you	how	to	take	a	real	rest.	Walk	with	me	and	work	with	me—
watch	how	I	do	it.	Learn	the	unforced	rhythms	of	grace.	I	won’t	lay	anything	heavy	or	ill-fitting	on	you.	Keep	company	with	me	and	you’ll	learn	to	live	freely	and	lightly.	[Matthew	11:28-30]Embrace	this	God-life.	Embrace	it	and	nothing	will	be	too	much	for	you.	[Mark	11:22]Repent	for	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	at	hand.	[Matthew	4:17]Do	not	think	that
I	am	come	to	destroy	the	law,	or	the	prophets.	I	am	not	come	to	destroy,	but	to	fulfill.	[Matthew	5:17]And	if	a	kingdom	be	divided	against	itself,	that	kingdom	cannot	stand.	[Mark	3:24]Fact	Check:	We	strive	for	accuracy	and	fairness.	If	you	see	something	that	doesn’t	look	right,	contact	us!Biography.com	EditorsStaff	Editorial	Team	and
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