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Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the
license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply
legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions
necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. If you have a disability and experience difficulty accessing this content, contact CVM-DigitalAccessibility@osu.edu Puppies aren’t born knowing how they’re expected to behave. This is why you may find some of
their behaviours problematic. Don’t worry - this is normal and puppies simply need to be taught in a careful and positive way. That way, they learn what they can and can’t do.To help, here’s a list of behavioural issues alongside the solutions. These will help you to understand your dog’s behaviour and deal with any problems.Solution: It’s normal for
dogs to bark. But, if they do it constantly - or always at something in particular - it can be problematic. It’s important to act early. Doing so will prevent normal barking (or the reasons for barking) from developing into something more serious.The key to reducing and even preventing barking is to understand why your dog is barking in the first place.
Then remember:don’t tell your puppy off for barkingignore them and wait until they stopreward them when they remain calm and quiet, not only as soon as they stop barkingif they bark because they are scared, try and avoid the triggers for thisshow your pup there’s a calmer way to tell you what they wantmake sure they are getting enough exercise
and don’t get bored.You need to teach your pooch to be confident and calm from when they’re a puppy. Your pup should experience the hustle and bustle of life early on, in a positive and gradual way. This includes learning to be calm when alone and getting used to people coming in and out of the house.This will give them the best chance of coping
well in future unusual and unexpected situations. 2. Frequently seeking attentionSolution: Dogs are social creatures. But, is your pooch clingy? Do they follow you around the house? Are they constantly seeking attention? Then you need to teach them how to spend time alone. This is important to avoid separation anxiety from developing.You could use
a baby gate to do this, so you can introduce time apart while allowing them to still know you are there. Make sure they have a cosy bed and a long-lasting treat with them. Then, gradually move further away from the gate and slowly start to increase the time you leave them for. 3. Unsure when being handledSolution: Your pup will need to interact
with, and be handled by, various people throughout their life. But, whether it’s a vet or a dog groomer, it can be worrying or confusing. This is why you need to teach them to feel comfortable when being handled.To do this:Handle your pup on parts of their body they are comfortable with.Keep an eye on their body language to ensure they remain
comfortable. If they stay calm and relaxed, move your hand away and then reward them with a treat. Gradually increase the length of time you handle them for. Stop if they move away, use their mouth on your hand or show signs of worry. Once they are comfortable, move to other parts of their body such as ears, tails and paws. Over time, you can
introduce grooming equipment and new people. You can also do it in different environments. Touch their collar (increase the time you hold it for and reward them.) Plus, teach them to wear a harness. Solution: If your pup appears to lack confidence or is a little shy, don’t worry! There are lots of things you can do to help: learn to recognise when
your pup is feeling worried and avoid things they find scaryif your pup is worried, don’t force them to interact and give them spaceprovide a cosy den at home so your pup has the option to hide away for some quiet time should they choose toreward bravery and don’t be tempted to coax your pup into a scary situation train your pup using kind, reward-
based methods, and avoid telling them off have fun with your dog and engage them in things they enjoy. This will build up a bank of positive experiences that boost their confidence.Solution: It’s not unusual for dogs to pull but you need to teach them to walk calmly and on a loose lead. Firstly, continue to use the comfortable collar or harness you
already have, to do this.Now, start the training at home, rewarding and praising your pup for being close by. Then start to walk around, continuing to reward your pooch for staying by your side.By this point, your pup should be walking nicely next to you. But, if they happen to pull, it’s important they don’t find this behaviour reinforcing. If they do,
they’ll be more likely to do it again.If the lead tightens, stop walking. Stand still, keep quiet and don’t move forward again until the lead is slack. Don’t jerk the lead back or tell your dog off - just stand and wait calmly and quietly. If your pup doesn’t turn back to you, try walking a couple of steps in the opposite direction to get their focus back.Then,
reward your dog when they walk nicely by your side again. Solution: Mouthing, biting and chewing are all normal behaviours. But, some pups can start doing it to you (or your furniture!) Although they won’t mean to hurt you, their little teeth can be very sharp. Here’s some do’s and don’ts to stop your puppy mouthing. Solution: It may take puppies
a few months (and the odd accident) before they are completely housetrained. Don’t worry if it seems to be taking a while. Their bowels, bladders and the muscles that control them are still growing, after all.To stop your dog going to the toilet indoors, you need to show your dog where they should go. Then, reward them for doing their business
somewhere appropriate. This will help them form good toileting habits.Give them plenty of opportunities to go to the toilet outside. This is particularly important while they’re learning to control their bowel and bladder.Learn to recognise the signs that show your pup needs to go to the toilet. This includes sniffing the ground, turning in a circle and
starting to squat.If you see these signs inside, gently interrupt your pup, and take them outside to see if they’ll go to the toilet.If they go, reward them. If not, just quietly return indoors. But make sure to give them enough time to do their business before returning inside - patience is key.It’s important that you give your pup a reward as soon as they
have been to the toilet. Then they’ll know that you are really pleased with this behaviour.Don’t tell them off if they have an accident indoors. This could make them anxious about you and make the problem worse.Make sure to clean up with a biological cleaning preparation. You want to ensure the smell is completely broken down and removed from
the area.Solution: Many dogs jump up when they are excited. It’s tempting to give puppies attention when they do it. But, this will encourage them to keep doing this into adulthood. Don’t tell them off - instead, stay calm and quiet. Teach them to keep all four paws on the floor and then reward them for doing this.Solution: Does your puppy always
ignore you? Then you need to do focus training to get their attention.Make sure your pup knows their name first. Then:say their name once, then when they look at you, mark and reward themrepeat this until your pup is responding quickly when they hear their nameif they’re not able to pay attention, avoid saying their name over and over again as
they may learn to ignore itinstead, try again in a quieter place with fewer distractionsalternatively, use a treat to gain their focus - then say their name, mark and reward themremember that saying your dog’s name should always be positive for your dog. Does your dog now know their name? Once they do, you can use it to gain their attention before
asking them for something else, such as “come” on walks.It’s also important to reward them when they voluntarily ‘check in’ with you. This will encourage them to offer attention. It will also help to build their focus on you when you’re out and about. On walks, simply watch your dog. Whenever they look at you, mark and reward them for ‘checking in’
with you.You can also make your walks engaging by bringing your pup’s favourite toy. Get it out halfway round and ask for some basic, known behaviours at random timepoints. Alternatively, play a ‘find it game where you sprinkle some treats on the floor. This will all help to keep focus on you. 10. Not coming when calledSolution: If your pup ignores
you when you call them then you need to brush up on their recall training.Teach your pup to respond to their name.Then use a recall cue such as “come” or “here.”Start in your garden and always reward them for coming back. Give them tasty treats, a fuss or play a game - use whatever reward your pooch likes best.Gradually increase the distance
and add in distractions.Don’t get angry if they don’t come back. We want to teach our dogs that coming back is always a good thing. That way they’ll be more likely to do it again.Are you really struggling with your dog’s behaviour? Speak to a vet and they will be able to refer you to an accredited behaviourist or contact our Behaviour Support Line.
Puppies aren’t born knowing how they’re expected to behave. This is why you may find some of their behaviours problematic. Don’t worry - this is normal and puppies simply need to be taught in a careful and positive way. That way, they learn what they can and can’t do.To help, here’s a list of behavioural issues alongside the solutions. These will
help you to understand your dog’s behaviour and deal with any problems.Solution: It’s normal for dogs to bark. But, if they do it constantly - or always at something in particular - it can be problematic. It’s important to act early. Doing so will prevent normal barking (or the reasons for barking) from developing into something more serious.The key to
reducing and even preventing barking is to understand why your dog is barking in the first place. Then remember:don’t tell your puppy off for barkingignore them and wait until they stopreward them when they remain calm and quiet, not only as soon as they stop barkingif they bark because they are scared, try and avoid the triggers for thisshow
your pup there’s a calmer way to tell you what they wantmake sure they are getting enough exercise and don’t get bored.You need to teach your pooch to be confident and calm from when they’'re a puppy. Your pup should experience the hustle and bustle of life early on, in a positive and gradual way. This includes learning to be calm when alone and
getting used to people coming in and out of the house.This will give them the best chance of coping well in future unusual and unexpected situations. 2. Frequently seeking attentionSolution: Dogs are social creatures. But, is your pooch clingy? Do they follow you around the house? Are they constantly seeking attention? Then you need to teach them
how to spend time alone. This is important to avoid separation anxiety from developing.You could use a baby gate to do this, so you can introduce time apart while allowing them to still know you are there. Make sure they have a cosy bed and a long-lasting treat with them. Then, gradually move further away from the gate and slowly start to increase
the time you leave them for. 3. Unsure when being handledSolution: Your pup will need to interact with, and be handled by, various people throughout their life. But, whether it’s a vet or a dog groomer, it can be worrying or confusing. This is why you need to teach them to feel comfortable when being handled.To do this:Handle your pup on parts of
their body they are comfortable with.Keep an eye on their body language to ensure they remain comfortable. If they stay calm and relaxed, move your hand away and then reward them with a treat. Gradually increase the length of time you handle them for. Stop if they move away, use their mouth on your hand or show signs of worry. Once they are
comfortable, move to other parts of their body such as ears, tails and paws. Over time, you can introduce grooming equipment and new people. You can also do it in different environments. Touch their collar (increase the time you hold it for and reward them.) Plus, teach them to wear a harness. Solution: If your pup appears to lack confidence or is
a little shy, don’t worry! There are lots of things you can do to help: learn to recognise when your pup is feeling worried and avoid things they find scaryif your pup is worried, don’t force them to interact and give them spaceprovide a cosy den at home so your pup has the option to hide away for some quiet time should they choose toreward bravery
and don’t be tempted to coax your pup into a scary situation train your pup using kind, reward-based methods, and avoid telling them off have fun with your dog and engage them in things they enjoy. This will build up a bank of positive experiences that boost their confidence.Solution: It’s not unusual for dogs to pull but you need to teach them to
walk calmly and on a loose lead. Firstly, continue to use the comfortable collar or harness you already have, to do this.Now, start the training at home, rewarding and praising your pup for being close by. Then start to walk around, continuing to reward your pooch for staying by your side.By this point, your pup should be walking nicely next to you.
But, if they happen to pull, it’s important they don’t find this behaviour reinforcing. If they do, they’ll be more likely to do it again.If the lead tightens, stop walking. Stand still, keep quiet and don’t move forward again until the lead is slack. Don’t jerk the lead back or tell your dog off - just stand and wait calmly and quietly. If your pup doesn’t turn
back to you, try walking a couple of steps in the opposite direction to get their focus back.Then, reward your dog when they walk nicely by your side again. Solution: Mouthing, biting and chewing are all normal behaviours. But, some pups can start doing it to you (or your furniture!) Although they won’t mean to hurt you, their little teeth can be very
sharp. Here’s some do’s and don’ts to stop your puppy mouthing. Solution: It may take puppies a few months (and the odd accident) before they are completely housetrained. Don’t worry if it seems to be taking a while. Their bowels, bladders and the muscles that control them are still growing, after all.To stop your dog going to the toilet indoors, you
need to show your dog where they should go. Then, reward them for doing their business somewhere appropriate. This will help them form good toileting habits.Give them plenty of opportunities to go to the toilet outside. This is particularly important while they’re learning to control their bowel and bladder.Learn to recognise the signs that show
your pup needs to go to the toilet. This includes sniffing the ground, turning in a circle and starting to squat.If you see these signs inside, gently interrupt your pup, and take them outside to see if they’ll go to the toilet.If they go, reward them. If not, just quietly return indoors. But make sure to give them enough time to do their business before
returning inside - patience is key.It’s important that you give your pup a reward as soon as they have been to the toilet. Then they’ll know that you are really pleased with this behaviour.Don’t tell them off if they have an accident indoors. This could make them anxious about you and make the problem worse.Make sure to clean up with a biological
cleaning preparation. You want to ensure the smell is completely broken down and removed from the area.Solution: Many dogs jump up when they are excited. It’s tempting to give puppies attention when they do it. But, this will encourage them to keep doing this into adulthood. Don’t tell them off - instead, stay calm and quiet. Teach them to keep all
four paws on the floor and then reward them for doing this.Solution: Does your puppy always ignore you? Then you need to do focus training to get their attention.Make sure your pup knows their name first. Then:say their name once, then when they look at you, mark and reward themrepeat this until your pup is responding quickly when they hear
their nameif they’'re not able to pay attention, avoid saying their name over and over again as they may learn to ignore itinstead, try again in a quieter place with fewer distractionsalternatively, use a treat to gain their focus - then say their name, mark and reward themremember that saying your dog’s name should always be positive for your

dog. Does your dog now know their name? Once they do, you can use it to gain their attention before asking them for something else, such as “come” on walks.It’s also important to reward them when they voluntarily ‘check in” with you. This will encourage them to offer attention. It will also help to build their focus on you when you’re out and about.
On walks, simply watch your dog. Whenever they look at you, mark and reward them for ‘checking in” with you.You can also make your walks engaging by bringing your pup’s favourite toy. Get it out halfway round and ask for some basic, known behaviours at random timepoints. Alternatively, play a ‘find it’ game where you sprinkle some treats on the
floor. This will all help to keep focus on you. 10. Not coming when calledSolution: If your pup ignores you when you call them then you need to brush up on their recall training.Teach your pup to respond to their name.Then use a recall cue such as “come” or “here.”Start in your garden and always reward them for coming back. Give them tasty treats,
a fuss or play a game - use whatever reward your pooch likes best.Gradually increase the distance and add in distractions.Don’t get angry if they don’t come back. We want to teach our dogs that coming back is always a good thing. That way they’ll be more likely to do it again.Are you really struggling with your dog’s behaviour? Speak to a vet and
they will be able to refer you to an accredited behaviourist or contact our Behaviour Support Line. Puppies aren’t born knowing how they’re expected to behave. This is why you may find some of their behaviours problematic. Don’t worry - this is normal and puppies simply need to be taught in a careful and positive way. That way, they learn what they
can and can’t do.To help, here’s a list of behavioural issues alongside the solutions. These will help you to understand your dog’s behaviour and deal with any problems.Solution: It’s normal for dogs to bark. But, if they do it constantly - or always at something in particular - it can be problematic. It’s important to act early. Doing so will prevent normal
barking (or the reasons for barking) from developing into something more serious.The key to reducing and even preventing barking is to understand why your dog is barking in the first place. Then remember:don’t tell your puppy off for barkingignore them and wait until they stopreward them when they remain calm and quiet, not only as soon as they
stop barkingif they bark because they are scared, try and avoid the triggers for thisshow your pup there’s a calmer way to tell you what they wantmake sure they are getting enough exercise and don’t get bored.You need to teach your pooch to be confident and calm from when they’re a puppy. Your pup should experience the hustle and bustle of life
early on, in a positive and gradual way. This includes learning to be calm when alone and getting used to people coming in and out of the house.This will give them the best chance of coping well in future unusual and unexpected situations. 2. Frequently seeking attentionSolution: Dogs are social creatures. But, is your pooch clingy? Do they follow you
around the house? Are they constantly seeking attention? Then you need to teach them how to spend time alone. This is important to avoid separation anxiety from developing.You could use a baby gate to do this, so you can introduce time apart while allowing them to still know you are there. Make sure they have a cosy bed and a long-lasting treat
with them. Then, gradually move further away from the gate and slowly start to increase the time you leave them for. 3. Unsure when being handledSolution: Your pup will need to interact with, and be handled by, various people throughout their life. But, whether it’s a vet or a dog groomer, it can be worrying or confusing. This is why you need to
teach them to feel comfortable when being handled.To do this:Handle your pup on parts of their body they are comfortable with.Keep an eye on their body language to ensure they remain comfortable. If they stay calm and relaxed, move your hand away and then reward them with a treat. Gradually increase the length of time you handle them for.
Stop if they move away, use their mouth on your hand or show signs of worry. Once they are comfortable, move to other parts of their body such as ears, tails and paws. Over time, you can introduce grooming equipment and new people. You can also do it in different environments. Touch their collar (increase the time you hold it for and reward
them.) Plus, teach them to wear a harness. Solution: If your pup appears to lack confidence or is a little shy, don’t worry! There are lots of things you can do to help: learn to recognise when your pup is feeling worried and avoid things they find scaryif your pup is worried, don’t force them to interact and give them spaceprovide a cosy den at home so
your pup has the option to hide away for some quiet time should they choose toreward bravery and don’t be tempted to coax your pup into a scary situation train your pup using kind, reward-based methods, and avoid telling them off have fun with your dog and engage them in things they enjoy. This will build up a bank of positive experiences that
boost their confidence.Solution: It’s not unusual for dogs to pull but you need to teach them to walk calmly and on a loose lead. Firstly, continue to use the comfortable collar or harness you already have, to do this.Now, start the training at home, rewarding and praising your pup for being close by. Then start to walk around, continuing to reward your
pooch for staying by your side.By this point, your pup should be walking nicely next to you. But, if they happen to pull, it’'s important they don’t find this behaviour reinforcing. If they do, they’ll be more likely to do it again.If the lead tightens, stop walking. Stand still, keep quiet and don’t move forward again until the lead is slack. Don’t jerk the lead
back or tell your dog off - just stand and wait calmly and quietly. If your pup doesn’t turn back to you, try walking a couple of steps in the opposite direction to get their focus back.Then, reward your dog when they walk nicely by your side again. Solution: Mouthing, biting and chewing are all normal behaviours. But, some pups can start doing it to
you (or your furniture!) Although they won’t mean to hurt you, their little teeth can be very sharp. Here’s some do’s and don’ts to stop your puppy mouthing. Solution: It may take puppies a few months (and the odd accident) before they are completely housetrained. Don’t worry if it seems to be taking a while. Their bowels, bladders and the muscles
that control them are still growing, after all.To stop your dog going to the toilet indoors, you need to show your dog where they should go. Then, reward them for doing their business somewhere appropriate. This will help them form good toileting habits.Give them plenty of opportunities to go to the toilet outside. This is particularly important while
they’re learning to control their bowel and bladder.Learn to recognise the signs that show your pup needs to go to the toilet. This includes sniffing the ground, turning in a circle and starting to squat.If you see these signs inside, gently interrupt your pup, and take them outside to see if they’ll go to the toilet.If they go, reward them. If not, just quietly
return indoors. But make sure to give them enough time to do their business before returning inside - patience is key.It’s important that you give your pup a reward as soon as they have been to the toilet. Then they’ll know that you are really pleased with this behaviour.Don’t tell them off if they have an accident indoors. This could make them anxious
about you and make the problem worse.Make sure to clean up with a biological cleaning preparation. You want to ensure the smell is completely broken down and removed from the area.Solution: Many dogs jump up when they are excited. It’s tempting to give puppies attention when they do it. But, this will encourage them to keep doing this into
adulthood. Don’t tell them off - instead, stay calm and quiet. Teach them to keep all four paws on the floor and then reward them for doing this.Solution: Does your puppy always ignore you? Then you need to do focus training to get their attention.Make sure your pup knows their name first. Then:say their name once, then when they look at you, mark
and reward themrepeat this until your pup is responding quickly when they hear their nameif they’re not able to pay attention, avoid saying their name over and over again as they may learn to ignore itinstead, try again in a quieter place with fewer distractionsalternatively, use a treat to gain their focus - then say their name, mark and reward
themremember that saying your dog’s name should always be positive for your dog. Does your dog now know their name? Once they do, you can use it to gain their attention before asking them for something else, such as “come” on walks.It’s also important to reward them when they voluntarily ‘check in’ with you. This will encourage them to offer
attention. It will also help to build their focus on you when you’re out and about. On walks, simply watch your dog. Whenever they look at you, mark and reward them for ‘checking in’ with you.You can also make your walks engaging by bringing your pup’s favourite toy. Get it out halfway round and ask for some basic, known behaviours at random
timepoints. Alternatively, play a ‘find it’ game where you sprinkle some treats on the floor. This will all help to keep focus on you. 10. Not coming when calledSolution: If your pup ignores you when you call them then you need to brush up on their recall training.Teach your pup to respond to their name.Then use a recall cue such as “come” or
“here.”Start in your garden and always reward them for coming back. Give them tasty treats, a fuss or play a game - use whatever reward your pooch likes best.Gradually increase the distance and add in distractions.Don’t get angry if they don’t come back. We want to teach our dogs that coming back is always a good thing. That way they’ll be more
likely to do it again.Are you really struggling with your dog’s behaviour? Speak to a vet and they will be able to refer you to an accredited behaviourist or contact our Behaviour Support Line. Puppies aren’t born knowing how they’re expected to behave. This is why you may find some of their behaviours problematic. Don’t worry - this is normal and
puppies simply need to be taught in a careful and positive way. That way, they learn what they can and can’t do.To help, here’s a list of behavioural issues alongside the solutions. These will help you to understand your dog’s behaviour and deal with any problems.Solution: It’s normal for dogs to bark. But, if they do it constantly - or always at
something in particular - it can be problematic. It’s important to act early. Doing so will prevent normal barking (or the reasons for barking) from developing into something more serious.The key to reducing and even preventing barking is to understand why your dog is barking in the first place. Then remember:don’t tell your puppy off for
barkingignore them and wait until they stopreward them when they remain calm and quiet, not only as soon as they stop barkingif they bark because they are scared, try and avoid the triggers for thisshow your pup there’s a calmer way to tell you what they wantmake sure they are getting enough exercise and don’t get bored.You need to teach your
pooch to be confident and calm from when they’re a puppy. Your pup should experience the hustle and bustle of life early on, in a positive and gradual way. This includes learning to be calm when alone and getting used to people coming in and out of the house.This will give them the best chance of coping well in future unusual and unexpected
situations. 2. Frequently seeking attentionSolution: Dogs are social creatures. But, is your pooch clingy? Do they follow you around the house? Are they constantly seeking attention? Then you need to teach them how to spend time alone. This is important to avoid separation anxiety from developing.You could use a baby gate to do this, so you can
introduce time apart while allowing them to still know you are there. Make sure they have a cosy bed and a long-lasting treat with them. Then, gradually move further away from the gate and slowly start to increase the time you leave them for. 3. Unsure when being handledSolution: Your pup will need to interact with, and be handled by, various
people throughout their life. But, whether it’s a vet or a dog groomer, it can be worrying or confusing. This is why you need to teach them to feel comfortable when being handled.To do this:Handle your pup on parts of their body they are comfortable with.Keep an eye on their body language to ensure they remain comfortable. If they stay calm and
relaxed, move your hand away and then reward them with a treat. Gradually increase the length of time you handle them for. Stop if they move away, use their mouth on your hand or show signs of worry. Once they are comfortable, move to other parts of their body such as ears, tails and paws. Over time, you can introduce grooming equipment and
new people. You can also do it in different environments. Touch their collar (increase the time you hold it for and reward them.) Plus, teach them to wear a harness. Solution: If your pup appears to lack confidence or is a little shy, don’t worry! There are lots of things you can do to help: learn to recognise when your pup is feeling worried and avoid
things they find scaryif your pup is worried, don’t force them to interact and give them spaceprovide a cosy den at home so your pup has the option to hide away for some quiet time should they choose toreward bravery and don’t be tempted to coax your pup into a scary situation train your pup using kind, reward-based methods, and avoid telling
them off have fun with your dog and engage them in things they enjoy. This will build up a bank of positive experiences that boost their confidence.Solution: It's not unusual for dogs to pull but you need to teach them to walk calmly and on a loose lead. Firstly, continue to use the comfortable collar or harness you already have, to do this.Now, start the
training at home, rewarding and praising your pup for being close by. Then start to walk around, continuing to reward your pooch for staying by your side.By this point, your pup should be walking nicely next to you. But, if they happen to pull, it’s important they don’t find this behaviour reinforcing. If they do, they’ll be more likely to do it again.If the
lead tightens, stop walking. Stand still, keep quiet and don’t move forward again until the lead is slack. Don’t jerk the lead back or tell your dog off - just stand and wait calmly and quietly. If your pup doesn’t turn back to you, try walking a couple of steps in the opposite direction to get their focus back.Then, reward your dog when they walk nicely by
your side again. Solution: Mouthing, biting and chewing are all normal behaviours. But, some pups can start doing it to you (or your furniture!) Although they won’t mean to hurt you, their little teeth can be very sharp. Here’s some do’s and don’ts to stop your puppy mouthing. Solution: It may take puppies a few months (and the odd accident)
before they are completely housetrained. Don’t worry if it seems to be taking a while. Their bowels, bladders and the muscles that control them are still growing, after all.To stop your dog going to the toilet indoors, you need to show your dog where they should go. Then, reward them for doing their business somewhere appropriate. This will help
them form good toileting habits.Give them plenty of opportunities to go to the toilet outside. This is particularly important while they’re learning to control their bowel and bladder.Learn to recognise the signs that show your pup needs to go to the toilet. This includes sniffing the ground, turning in a circle and starting to squat.If you see these signs
inside, gently interrupt your pup, and take them outside to see if they’ll go to the toilet.If they go, reward them. If not, just quietly return indoors. But make sure to give them enough time to do their business before returning inside - patience is key.It’s important that you give your pup a reward as soon as they have been to the toilet. Then they’ll
know that you are really pleased with this behaviour.Don’t tell them off if they have an accident indoors. This could make them anxious about you and make the problem worse.Make sure to clean up with a biological cleaning preparation. You want to ensure the smell is completely broken down and removed from the area.Solution: Many dogs jump up
when they are excited. It’s tempting to give puppies attention when they do it. But, this will encourage them to keep doing this into adulthood. Don’t tell them off - instead, stay calm and quiet. Teach them to keep all four paws on the floor and then reward them for doing this.Solution: Does your puppy always ignore you? Then you need to do focus
training to get their attention.Make sure your pup knows their name first. Then:say their name once, then when they look at you, mark and reward themrepeat this until your pup is responding quickly when they hear their nameif they’'re not able to pay attention, avoid saying their name over and over again as they may learn to ignore itinstead, try
again in a quieter place with fewer distractionsalternatively, use a treat to gain their focus - then say their name, mark and reward themremember that saying your dog’s name should always be positive for your dog. Does your dog now know their name? Once they do, you can use it to gain their attention before asking them for something else, such as
“come” on walks.It’s also important to reward them when they voluntarily ‘check in’ with you. This will encourage them to offer attention. It will also help to build their focus on you when you’re out and about. On walks, simply watch your dog. Whenever they look at you, mark and reward them for ‘checking in” with you.You can also make your walks
engaging by bringing your pup’s favourite toy. Get it out halfway round and ask for some basic, known behaviours at random timepoints. Alternatively, play a ‘find it’ game where you sprinkle some treats on the floor. This will all help to keep focus on you. 10. Not coming when calledSolution: If your pup ignores you when you call them then you need
to brush up on their recall training.Teach your pup to respond to their name.Then use a recall cue such as “come” or “here.”Start in your garden and always reward them for coming back. Give them tasty treats, a fuss or play a game - use whatever reward your pooch likes best.Gradually increase the distance and add in distractions.Don’t get angry if
they don’t come back. We want to teach our dogs that coming back is always a good thing. That way they’ll be more likely to do it again.Are you really struggling with your dog’s behaviour? Speak to a vet and they will be able to refer you to an accredited behaviourist or contact our Behaviour Support Line. No matter how adorable and cuddly your
puppy is there are times when his or her behaviour can be downright baffling. So what's the solution? Helping your puppy to learn good habits that he or she can take into their adult years is key. Below are 6 common issues and practical solutions. Q. My 4-month-old Spaniel loves to play bite. It started as a bit of fun when he was younger and his
teeth were tiny, but now he does it whenever I touch him. How can I get him to stop? A. Play biting is something puppies do with their siblings or mothers, and they may get a nip back if they are too rough. When your pup is very young, it’s easy for you to join in his 'rough and tumble' as he nibbles your hand. But, by doing this, your dog learns that
play biting gets your attention. He may well continue with this play biting behaviour even though you no longer find it fun. Give a little yelp when he does it, just to gently startle him and interrupt the behaviour. Then immediately withdraw any attention from him by walking away. Keep doing this each time he tries to play bite and he’ll learn that
biting results in the end of play and interaction. Q. Our nine-week-old Terrier is very nervous and she seems terrified of just about everything. What can I do to make her more sociable? A. Nervousness in a puppy can sometimes occur. Every dog has their own personality; some will be bolder and braver, while others are shier. Socialising your puppy
from its first weeks with you is essential in order to help her learn to cope with a wide range of experiences so she can get the most out of life. You’ll also help her grow into a dog who is adaptable and sociable. When socialising, take your puppy’s character into account. Gradually introduce her to the outside world, carrying her if she feels safer in
your arms. Once she’s a bit older, attend a good puppy socialisation class in your area which ensures that she is treated with care and understanding. You can also take your pup to meet neighbours or friends, and introduce her to some children, asking everyone she meets to be calm and gentle. Do not overwhelm her. Traffic noises, the rustle of a
tree or seeing another dog for the first time might initially be scary to your puppy. The more positive the experiences your young dog has, the more confident she should become. Q. My five-month-old Labrador becomes very distressed when we leave her alone, even when we are in the house but in a different room. How can we help her feel happy to
be out of our sight? A. I'd recommend investing in a slatted dog gate, so that she can be physically separated from you but can still see you from another room. Start by placing her behind the gate for just five minutes at a time. Give her a chew or a toy to distract and occupy her, but don’t interact with or talk to her. This will enable her to become
accustomed to being ‘alone’ without feeling distressed. Slowly build up the time she spends behind the gate over a number of weeks, in several daily short sessions, and progress to half closing the room’s door. Eventually, when your puppy seems completely calm and is comfortable with the situation, you can move on to fully shutting the door. This
will teach her that even though she can’t see you, you will return and it’ll build her confidence with being on her own. Q. We often come home to find that our five-month-old puppy has chewed a shoe, or trashed anything else that we left in the room with him. How can we stop this? A. The most important thing is not to give your puppy the
opportunity to chew anything that you value. Your young dog doesn’t know the difference between a tasty hide chew and your leather shoe or a remote control and a toy. He just wants to use his growing teeth to chew something, as chewing provides relief during the teething stage (which can last until dogs are 12 to 18 months old). Keep anything
chewable, especially things such as electric cables, well out of temptation’s way, and make sure your puppy has a variety of chewy toys. Also try rotating his choice of toys every couple of days, so that he doesn’t become bored with them. A crate is a good way of keeping your puppy safe whilst you go out. Q. We love the enthusiastic greeting we get
from our sweet Border Collie puppy, but he jumps up every time we come in and now that he’s getting bigger this is becoming a real pain. A. It’s easy to inadvertently teach your puppy to jump up in greeting, as most people find a friendly 'jumping' puppy cute and will ‘reward’ him by stroking him or giving him attention. A negative reaction, such as
shouting at your pup, is likely to confuse him and he may jump up more to try to appease you. Instead, instigate the ‘all four paws on the ground’ rule, making sure that you only greet your young dog the second he’s stopped jumping up or if he calmly greets you. Ensure your family and all visitors also follow this rule. Q. Our four-month-old puppy
seems a bit slow in getting to grips with house training, and she’s most likely to have accidents if our kids bring friends to see her. Any suggestions? A. I'd recommend implementing a regular routine. Call her into the garden every morning as soon as she wakes up, and then again straight after meals, after every nap or play session throughout the
day, and just before bed time. Make sure you give her plenty of praise when she has gone to the toilet in the appropriate place (choosing one specific spot in the garden can help) and you can even introduce a command, such as 'hurry up' as she is having a wee. Puppies can often have accidents when they are very excited, such as when they're
surrounded by overenthusiastic admirers and active children. Never tell her off if this happens - just make sure you put her out for a wee more often during these times. If you notice that she seems distracted and is sniffing about, it’s often a sign that she needs to go out for a toilet break pretty quickly. If your puppy gets especially excited during
playtime with children, it may be best to restrict the amount of time she spends with them. After a short stint of play, take her out for a wee and then put her in her crate away from any stimulation, so she can rest and calm down. The Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The
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